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F the general reception which Rowan 
1 CEs have lately met with, could be argued 
in favour of their pretenſions to merit, this 
apology would be needlefs; but as com- 
mon fame is ſeldom allowed either for a good 
witneſs, or a proper authority, it may not 
be amiſs, to examine whether the encourage- 
ment given at preſent to theſe ſort of Writ- 
ings, is the effect of a good or bad taſte; 
and this queſtion once diſcuſſed, what I have 
farther to offer, will appear in a more fayour- 


able light, e Shay otherwiſe I could have placed 
it. 


. Thoſe who are at all acquainted with the 
education of Youth, know very well that it 
is of great conſequence to engage them to 
love reading of any fort, and that whenever 
this is effected, they proceed much faſter in 
their ſtudies, by a voluntary application (for 
this propenſity to reading is eaſily managed) 
than ever they could be made to do by their 
Tutor's ſtrict attendance. Now to engage 
young people to look on Books without being 
forced, what more proper means than to in- 
A-2 dulge 
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dulge them in reading Romances ? Tender 
minds are agreeably ſtruck with the marvellous ; : 


and if Books of this kind be but properly 


choſen, that is, ſo as to ſtrike the genius to 
which they are applied; it is ſcarce credible 
what effects they will produce, and how 
quickly they baniſh that clowniſh ſtupidity, 
which of all. diſpoſitions promiſes the. leaſt. 
In France, where children, as well as fruit, 
ripen ſooner than in theſe kingdoms, this me- 
thod is generally purſued, the rod and the 
ferula are no longer uſed to drive the love 
of knowledge into infant hearts; but they are 
treated in-a manner more ſuitable to their na- 
tures, and led to love reading, by being al- 
lowed to read what they liked. A certain 
Duke of Orleans, while a child, was of ſo 


. giddy and intractable a temper, that he could 


not be perſuaded ſo much as to learn his 
letters; but his Tutor, obſerving his love for 
1 and whatever related to the trade of 
war, made uſe of it to controul his antipathy 
to reading, by having the picture of his guards 
drawn in miniature, and marking them with 
the letters of the alphabet. Theſe, after ſome 
time, he drew up into words, and managed 
with ſuch addreſs, that his Highneſs got thro? 
whole . ſentences, when formed into compa- 
nies, and was not tired even with a long pe- 
riod, in the ſhape of a battalion. By degrees, 
5 1 theſe 
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theſe arts made the young Prince take a liking 
to Books, as well as war; and the collection 
made from his ſtudy, is at this time a noble 
part of the French King's famous library. 
Such are the fruits of a wiſe and well improved 
indulgence. 9 


The Sieur Guelette, who hath obliged 
the world with abundance of pieces in this 
way, was a lawyer at Paris, and in poſſeſſion 
of an office of ſome note about the Chatelet. 


The polite part of the world were extreme- 
ly well ſatisfied with theſe Mogul TaLts, 
and the reputation they had gained in France, 
tempted me to try how they would be re- 
liſhed in England; their ſucceſs here, has been 
indeed greater than I expected, and I have 
no reaſon to doubt that this third edition will 
have a worſe fate than the ſecond, 
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GDs H E kingdom of Guzarat, tho! at this 
| day a province under the great Indian 
o& T Emperor, ſtiled the Mogul, was anei- 


let ently an independent realm, and mad 

2d a very conſiderable, figure, having Mo- 
narchs of its own, who made a long defence 
againſt the ſucceſſors of the famous Timur, 


vulgarly call'd Tamerlane, the founder of the 
Mogul race. The ſituation of this country is as 


lovely as can be deſired, the pleaſanteſt Part 
of the Indies, its capital is Cambaye, where its na- 


Vol. I. tive 
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* Timur or Nimur- Bec, i. e. Lord Timur, corruptiy 


called by the Europeans, Tamerlane, and of whom 4 
thouſand 'rideculous flories are told without the leaft® 
foundation, He was chief of, a Hord or Clan of "the 
Moguls, by Degrees became Emperor of the Tartars, and 
having, amongſt many other conqueſts, reduced this vaſt 
country, gave it to one of his ſons, 
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* MOGUL TALES. 


tive Princes kept the politeſt court of all the Eaſt, 
infinitely excelling thoſe in Europe. Such was 
the happy ſtate of Guzarat of old, and in thoſe 
Days we ſpeak of. ON 

. Eing Osuz, one of the wiſeſt and moft worthy 
of its Monarchs, eſtabliſhed throughout his do- 


'minions the religion of the Great Prophet, abo- 
liſhing all the ancient ſuperſtitions, deſtroying the 
Idols which had been worfhipped, and propagat- 


ing by his extraordinary valour and piety the faith 
in Mahomet, thro”. the adjoining countries. As 


this Prince had nothing more at heart than the 


welfare of his ſubjects, he was deſirous of ſettling 
a firm peace with all the neighbouring Potentates, 
Who being as ready. to embrace ſo favourable a 
motion, ſent their Amhaſſadors to his court to 


offer him their friendſhip and alliance, and by 
accident four of the molt conſiderable among 


them arrived at Cambaye on one day. Thi 
The King of Guzarat at this time, was ſome- 


what more than twenty-four years of age, but 
had hitherto ſhewn an antipathy to marriage, 


applying himſelf wholly to affairs of ſtate. 
However as he :knew that his marrying was ne- 
ceſſary for the goad of his realm, he made no 
difficulty of declaring that he would accept of 
their offers; but that he was unwilling to give 
umbrage to any of the Sultans who had done 
him this honour, and therefore he would leave 


them to adjuſt to their own ſatisfaction, an affair 


which gave him ſo great diſquietude. 
- Hereupon the Ambaſſadors conferred together, 
and being perſons of great ' addreſs, were not 
long in finding out an expedrent capable of ſet- 
ting this new affair to Tights. They determined 


that the Sultans their maſters ſhould ſend each 


of them his daughter to Amadabat, a city. of 
Guzarat, eighteen leagues from Cambaye, fitua- 
ted on the river Indu d adorned with mag- 
. O75 
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MOGUL T AEES: 8 
nificent piles of building. That as ſoon as they 
arrived, Oguz himſelf ſhould go thither, and the 
ladies being placed in the great hall of his palace 
veil'd from top to toe, which ſoever of them 
he choſe without ſeeing, ſhould be his wife. 
This project, whimſical as it was, met with the 
approbation both of Oguz, and of all the Kings 
who had demanded his alliance. On a day aſ- 
ſigned therefore, the Princeſſes, of whom none 
exceeded eighteen years old, arrived on the 
ſpot, and were conducted immediately into the 
great hall, | YT ES Cat. £ 
Soon after Oguz enter'd, and having taken a 
turn or two that the ladies might have leiſure 
enough to obſerve his perſon, he then ſtopped as 
if chance had brought him before one of them, 
to whom he preſented his hand. The Iman, 
who ſtood ready for that purpoſe, inſtantly. per- 
formed the marriage ceremony; and as ſoon as 
it was finiſhed, his Majeſty addreſſed his new 
Sultana in theſe terms: Madam, tho' my heart 
had nothing to do in diſpoſing of my hand, yet 
as I fancy I ſaw ſomething in your manner of 
receiving my 'vows, which ſhewed me that my 
perſon was not indifferent to you, ſo let me en- 
treat you to unveil yourſelf, and let me ſee What 
a ſpouſe fortune has given me. Heaven will, I 
hope, ſhew its approbation of our union, and 
leave neither of us occaſion to be offended with - 
each other, | e 

= As there were none in the hall of the palace 
of Admadabat but female ſlaves, and the black 
== cunuchs, who had. accompanied the ſeveral 


= thought it became her to manifeſt her ready obe- 
dience, and therefore complying inſtantly with 
his requeſt, ſhe threw back her veil, and diſco- 
vered her perſon at once. The majeſtick air 
| Which diffuſed itſelf over every motion, a beauty 
| - 0 2 ſo 


Princeſſes hither on this occaſion, the bride 755 ; 


—— 


Mou TALES. 
ſo perfect as that ſhe poſſeſed, and the agreeable 


vivacity which glittered in her eyes, ſo amazed 
the Sultan, that he could not forbear crying out, 
_ © O! Great Prophet, is. this the ſpouſe thou haſt 
given me a mortal, or haſt thou ſent me in her 
ſtead, one of the daughters of Paradiſe.” * No, 
(my Lord) anſwered the Sultana modeſtly, you 
- fee in me no more than a Princeſs of very mode- 
rate beauty. I am the daughter of the King of 
Jeſelmere, and my name Gehernaz, (i. e. the 
mon of beauty,) and ſorry am I, that chance 
has given you, royal Sir, the leaſt lovely of all 
the Princeſſes here.” Ah Madam! (ſaid the 
King of Guzarat,) pardon my diſbelief, I am per- 
fectly ſatisfied with my lot. Love, a paſſion of 
which hitherto. I have never been ſuſceptible, has 
ſhot itſelf into my breaſt ; I am really the victim 
of your charms, and there remains nothing more 
to make me happy, but that your boſom have the 
ſame ſenſation with mine. 3 — 
While the Sultan was paying theſe compliments 
to his charming bride, the other Princeſſes, who 
were all charmed with the perſon of Oguz, were 
unable to reſtrain their tears: But the grief of 
one of them was ſo violent, that unable to ſup- 
port it, ſhe ſunk back into the arms of her ſlaves, 
who were obliged to throw off her veil to give 
her air; the other two princeſſes running alſo 
to her aſſiſtance, not knowing what they did, 
threw off theirs, 
However prepoſſeſſed the Sultan might be ſor 
Gehernaz, he gazed without turning his eyes 
from thoſe beauteous perſonages he beheld, and 
who were indeed the moſt lovely young cteatures 
in the world. The Sultana, who immediately 
perceived it, ſaid only in the moſt obliging tone 
that could be, 4+ Your Majeſty muſt acknow- 
ledge what I told you to be true, that * 
5 2 | dies 
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of me.“ „ " it and 
I deny not, Madam, ſaid the King of Guzarat, 


but that theſe Princeſſes are all perfe& beauties, 
but after conſidering their charms attentively, I 
dare yet affirm, that they fall far ſhort of thoſe 
poſſeſſed by the adorable Gehernaz. ** Ah!'my 
Lord, cry'd the Sultana, how fooliſh then have 
my projects been?” „Projects, ſaid the King, 


ſurprized, what could they be?” “ Hear me, my 
dear Prince, ſaid ſhe, and I will acknowledge 


my fault, tho' I have taken a dreadful oath on 
a ſtrange occaſion, and to as ſtrange a purpoſe, 


We arrived all of us pretty late laſt night, in the 
neighbourhood of this palace, and were received 
with great kindneſs and politeneſs by your at- 


tendants; and tho' we carne ſo far purely on 


the high reputation your merit has acquired, 


and conſidered ourſelves as ſo many rival beau- 


ties contending for your heart; yet the force of 


education prevailed on us all to behave civilly; 


in ſhort, when we were alone, we threw off our 


veils, and in ſpite of that ſpirit of envy, ſo na- 
tural to our ſex, we contemplated for ſome' time, 
the beauty and gracefulneſs of each other, with- 


out being able to find ſo much as a fault, or to 


a ffix cenſure on a ſingle feature. At length this 
filent interview filled all our eyes with tears, 


Ve ſcarce refrained from louder tokens of con- 


cern, and yet we remained without ſpeaking. 


After a long time ſpent in this manner, I at 
laſt took courage, and addreſſed myſelf thus to 
the reſt. The fame (ſaid I) of his grand e« _ 
Ploits, and of the milder virtues of which the 

Sultan of Guzarat ſtands poſſeſſed, brought us 

hither, and, no doubt, the preſent expreſſions 
af uneaſineſs, which appear among us, flow 


B g from 
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dies are-incomparable, and that fortune has not 
been kind in the choice ſhe has made for you 


- 
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from the fear each of us is under, leaſt ſhe 
ſhould not prove lucky enough to obtain him 
for her ſpouſe. Now do I verfly believe that 
our Great Prophet has put into my mind an expe- 
dient which might ſet our minds at eaſe, if 1 
have gueſſed the true cauſe of our ſorrow, pro- 
vided we ſwear this moment to maintain invio- 
lably the friendſhip we at firſt ſight ſeem to 
have conceived for each other; and that who- 
ever ſhe is to whom fortune ſhall give the Sultan 
of "Guzarat for a huſband, ſhall not receive him 
as ſuch, until on the holy Volume of our Law 
he ſhall engage himſelf by oath, to comply 
Punctually with a certain prepoſition ſhe ' ſhall 
make to him.” 3 


The Princeſſes, whoſe thoughts were juſt 
what I gueſſed them, burſt with impatience to 
hear what it was I would propoſe, wherefore as 
ſoon as the oath I had mentioned was exchanged 
J went on with my diſcourſe. ** The Sultan, 
whoever ſhall be happy enough to become his 
bride, will yet intail this misfortune on himſelf 
and ber, to ſee the reſt of her companion rivals 
abandon themſelves to deſpair, That indiffe- 
vence, which hitherto this Monarch hath teſtified 
for our ſex, ariſes only from his having not 
Teen any fair-one, whoſe charms were worthy 
of fuch a conqueſt. I am however perſuaded, 
that whoever falls to his lot on this occaſion, 
will not fail to move his B25, and thaw like 
the ſun, the frozen ivſenſibility which hath fo 
long poſſeſſed him. But then ſhe muſt make a 
-generous and amicable uſe of the power her 
beauty may give her over this illuſtrious Prince, 
and employ it all in engaging him to. ſhare his 
inclination equally among the other three and 
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MOGUL TALES. = 
herſelf, You know, dear ladies +, our Prophet 
allows every man four lawful wives, let: us unite 
fincerely in this projett, and laying all-jealouſies 
and envy aſide, the uſual concomitants of wo- 
men in our ſtate, let us act in concert, in order 
to eftabliſh our own felicity, _ that of ts | 

Sultan.“ 

% My propoſition, my my Lord, was univerſally 
pplauded, and the reſt-of the Princeſſes and my- . 
fell, bound by the moſt tremendous oaths thoſe 
aſſurances we had already given each other, of 
maintaining an inviolable friendſhip. As- the 
breach of theſe vows would inevitably draw 
down upon me the wrath of our ſovereign Pro- 
phet, your Majeſty muſt reſolve to comply with 
that agreement which we have made amongſt 
ourſelves; or I again ſwear, that notwithſtand- - 
ing our. being joined by the Iman, your Majeſty 
ſhall never converſe with me as a wife, You 
have now heard the truth. 
The Sultan of Guzarat was ſo much ſurprized 
at what the fair-one he had married propoſed, 
that he ſcarce knew where he was; he continu- 
ed. ſome time without ſpeaking a word, teſtifying - 
by his looks, the greateſt confuſion and concern, 
while the three Princeſſes were drowned in 
tears; at length putting ſome conſtraint on her- 
ſelf, Gehernaz addreſſed him again in theſe 
terms. My Lord, ſaid ſhe, tenderhy kiſſing his 
hand, do you not ſee that this irreſolution of 
your's, plunges a dagger into the boſom of 2 oy 

| 0 
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. The Prophet hate meant 1s M ahomet, who, he he 
allows every believer as many women as he pleaſes, yet 
only four of them are accounted lawful wives, tne zefe 
_are only confidered as concubines, In this he acted po- 
litically, and had alſo reſpect to the ancient cuſtom of 

Arabia, which had he abrogated, the People would have 
been very uneaſy, 5 
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of theſe beautiful ladies; can you behold coldly 

the anguiſh they feel, or have I have I ſo little 
ower over you, as not to be gratified in the 

very firſt requeſt I ever made you?” © What 

you have offered, anſwered the Sultan, is of ſo 

ſingular a nature, that I am ſatisfied, my adorable 


Gehernaz, you would not have been well pleaſed, 


if I had immediately come to a reſolution, 
However, I find already that I can refuſe you 
nothing, but then what I promiſe muſt be till 
on condition. You know the parents of theſe 
Princeſſes each of them expects that if his 
daughter become my wife, ſhe ſhould be ſole 
Sultana of Guzarat. Now, if on hearing this 
extraordinary adventure, they ſhall be inclined 
to acquieſce in your project, I ſwear to you by 


that Holy Book, which was diftated Word by 


Word to the Prophet by an Angel, that I will 
ſolemnly eſpouſe thoſe ladies according to your 
requeſt. Yet 1 confeſs I am not without appre- 
henſions, leſt * Aſmong (that infernal enemy 
of peace, who continually roams about to diſturb 
families, to ſow diſcords among neighbours, and 
kindle wars among Princes) ſhould, from this 
project of yours, gain an entrance into my court, 


and there overturn all that ſatisfaftion, which 


you and thoſe beautiful virgins propoſe to ſhare 
with me.“ No, no, my dear Lord, cry'd Ge- 


hernaz, that fiend ſhall never get into your pa- 
| | ace, 


* 


” 


* Aſmong, according to the oriental theology, is the 


ployed in ſowing miſchief, and diſcontent as well in pri- 


5 vate families, as in courts and ſenates. Tho we yield 
no credit to the notion, yet it muſt be own'd, the turn- 


ing ſtrife into a perſon adds ſtrength and beauty to the 


ftory, and it is one of the fineſt flowers of the oriental 


rhetorick. 


— 


Angel of diſcord; he is ſuppoſed to be continually em- 


than your declaration. 


MOGUL TALES. 9 
lace, Isfendiar, that 
is the guardian of chaſtity, ſhall drive Aſmong 
far away. I will be bound for theſe ladies that 


no jealouſies, no ſpleen of theirs, ſhall ever leſ- . 


ſen your repoſe, or interrupt the pleaſures of 
your life.“ “ My Lord (ſaid one of the Prin- 


ceſſes) in the name of the reſt, who were ten- 


derly embracing Gehernaz, the procedure of 
your Sultana is ſo very generous, that we ſhall 
never forget the obligation we owe to her, as 
the ſource of all our happineſs, ſince we make 
ag omar of obtaining the conſent of our re- 
ſpective parents, when they are acquainted with 


the nature of our vows, and know that we 


are all reſolved rather to die, than forego thofe 
advantages which the generoſity of the charming 
Gehernaz has procured us.” Es 


The Sultan of Guzarat, amazed at the reſolu- 
tion ſhewn by the three young ladies, fignified 


| (after gazing a little upon them) in the moſt po- 
lite language, the juſt ſenſe he had of their me- 


rit, and finding on a firi& view, that none of 
them were inferior in beauty to the Princeſs of 
Jeſelmere, he could not ſorbear believing him- 
ſelf, in his own Kin, one of the moſt happy 
Princes in all Indoſtan. My Princeſſes, ſaid 


he to them, I receive with the utmoſt ſatisfaQti- 


on, the tender you have made me of your hearts, 
nothing could have been more happy for me 
I will endeavour to con- 
vince you of my ſenſe of it, by writing this mo- 


ment to the Sultans from whom I received you 


I will alſo confer with their Ambaſſadors myſelf, 
and I am not in the leaſt doubt but that the con- 
cern I ſhall ſhew on this occaſion, may influence 
them to condeſcend to our requeſt,” 4 We alſo, 


ſaid one of the Princeſſes, flatter ourſelves with 


the hopes that their majeſties will be leſs con- 
cerned about a Point of Honour, than about a 


point 


ce-beſtowing ſpirit, who 
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point which has ſo near a relation to our peace, 
and of conſequence to their own.” = 
Oguz and each'/of the Princeſſes having writ- 
ten in terms the moſt moving they could deviſe, 
to the Sultans their parents, and having given 
their letters to the reſpective Ambaſſadors of 
thoſe Princes at the court of Guzarat, retired. 
The Sultan, having firſt commanded that each of 
the Ladies ſhould be conducted to a ſtately apart- 
ment in this palace and be there treated with 
all the reſpect and magnificence which was due 
to perſons of ſuch exalted rank, withdrew with 
the Princeſs his ſpouſe into his private apartment,. 
where having entertained her with an exquiſite 
collation, they afterwards went into the — 
and then were conducted to the Nuptial Cham- 
ber where they went to bed. „ 
The Sultan hitherto a ſtranger to amorous 
pleaſures, was ſo raviſn'd with the charms of 
Gehernaz, that he could not help crying out, 
% Adorable Sultana, light of my life, can you 
ever imagine that I ſhall have it in my power to 
divide my heart equally among the other fair- 
ones and you? No, no, it can never be, I am. 
not able to diſpoſſeſs you of my affections; to 
have made ſuch a diyvlſion of love, I muſt have 
ſeen them only, and not the Princeſs of Jeſel- 
mere.“ Ah! my Lord, ſaid the lovely Ge- 
hernaz ſighing, what is this I hear, do but 
imagine that you had choſen another for your 
ſpouſe, and gueſs at the grief which I muſt have 
felt therefrom; you will then have an idea of 
the inſupportable pains thoſe Ladies feel, and of 
that concern with which I am for their ſake af- 
fected. How is it poſſible you ſhould ſpeak with 
ſuch indifference of beauties in ſo deep diſtreſs; 
beauties too ſo perfectly accompliſhed, ſo exceſ- 
= fively charming as they are; the Princeſs of Chi- 
tor, does not the luſtre of her eyes juſtify her 
__ 25 name 
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name Gehanſouz ; i. e. the Torch of the World, 
or are not the graces Which adorn her Perſon 
ſufficient to kindle univerſal flame. Neubahar, 
1. e. New Spring, Princeſs of Bukar, is ſhe not 
too rightly called ? can there be any thing more 
lovely, more engaging, more ſprightly than the 
bloom of her youth. The divine Schebgerak, 
i. e. Light of the Night, daughter of the King of 
Aſmere, does ſhe not ſhine like the moon in her 
full ſplendor.” “ All this, my charming ſpouſe, 
is true, ſaid the tranſported monarch, but alas! 
my eyes view none of them with that delight 
with which they behold the incomparable Ge- 
' hernaz, for love is not to be altered or con- 
trouled.“ | | 3 
„ Ah! my dear Lord, ſaid the Sultana, it is 
impoſſihle but you muſt diſcover charms ſuperior 
to mine, among all thoſe enchanting fair-ones, 
and yet this you may be aſſured of, that ſhould 


| you once neglect and forget me, I muſt inevita- 5 


bly break my heart. I feel it would be impoſſi- 
ble for me to ſurvive the leaft fign of your in- 

difference.“ © My lovely Queen reply'd the 
Sultan, ſuffer not {uch fears to enter your head, 
the idea of your beauty is ſunk into my very 
| ſoul, and never can be effaced; it is engraven 
there by the hands of Angels,” My dear 
Lord, cry'd the Sultana, I only entreat heaven, 
that in caſe I am ever ſo unhappy, I may have 
reſolution enough to keep the ſmother'd anguiſh 
within my breaſt, until the pain I ſuffer from 
my grief extinguiſh =P life, which could not laſt 
long without ever being uneaſy to you, by 
breaking into complaints, or uttering any thing 
which might ſo much as make you melancholy,: 
tho” it were but a moment.“ | | N 

Theſe tender expreſſions pierced the Sultan to 
the Heaft, inſomuch that the tears appeared in 
his eyes. Gehernaz, who knew immediately 

: 2 | how 
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how to quiet this love ſtorm which ſhe had raiſed, 
looking tenderly on her ſpouſe, ſaid, + My dear 
prince, baniſh theſe very ſorrowful ideas which 
diſturb your peace, and be ſatisfied that I am ſo 
thoroughly perſuaded of your affection, as never 
more to trouble you with my fears on that ac- 
count.” Oguz returned this with many affectio- 
nate aſſurances, till at length, the fond couple 
_ to ſleep, and waked not till late the next 
ay. 
The three Princeſſes, who could not Without 
envy perceive the happy life led by Gehernaz, 
waited with impatience the return of the pu- 
riers, diſpatched to bring the conſent ef the pa- 
rents; however they were not long before' they 
had the ſatisfaction of receiving as [favourable 
anſwers as they could have wiſhed, and Oguz 
having married theſe three beautiful young ladies, 
enjoyed ſuch an uninterrupted ſeries of bliſs, as 
left him no room to doubt, but that he was one 
of the moſt happy Princes in the world. Yet 
this mighty ſcene of pleaſure was in a convenient 
time augftented, by the four Sultana's being 
brought to bed in one day of four Sons, the 
moſt exquilitely beautiful that could be imagined; 

This ſo ſingular an adventure, filled with ex- 
treme joy the Hearts of the Sultana's, who look- 
cd on themſelves as arrived at the very ſummit 
of happineſs. But the Sultan, who ſaw further, 
had his mind taken up with a very extraordi- 
nary projet. My Wives ſaid he, to an old 
eunuch, who had brought him up from his 
childhood, are ſo well ſatisfied with the inſtances 
I have given them of my tenderneſs that each. 
of them believes ſhe is chiefeſt in my favour. 
However fince the birth of theſe childien, I am. 
afraid, leſt that happy union hitherto ſubſiſting 
in my Seraglio, ſhould be diſturbed by that ten- 
derneſs and indulgence, which, as is natural, every 
l | mother 
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Mother will have for her own offspring. In order, 
dear Abdalla, to ſtifle theſe appr fions, which 
fill me with ſuch uneaſineſs, I Fe ily wiſh that 
the Sultana's were ignorant which were "their 


reſpective ſons. I have in my mind contrived 


a ſcheme, to effect what I intimate, and for that 
purpoſe, I ſhall ſend for all the nurſes into my 
apartment; do you be ready at that time, and 
take notice when I give the ſignal, to execute 
my commands, and for the ſucceſs of the deſign 
afterwards I will take the care thereof upon 
M 13A OnS Og e 

The ſultan, in purſuance of this project, cauſ- 
ed his Children to be brought into his cham- 
ber, and there to be undreſſed; às ſoon as this 
was done, he gave the ſignal to Abdalla the Eu- 


nuch, who was in a cloſet adjoining to the 


room; he thereupon ſet fire to a certain com- 
poſition given him by the Sultan, which made 
the apartment look as if it was all in flames. 
Abdalla cried out aloud for aſhſtance, and the 
women being ſtruck with extream fear, fled 
with the greateſt precipitation, and without tak- 


ing the leaſt care of the young princes'on whom 


they attended. The Sultan improved this op- 


portunity, and together with Abdalla, removed 


© I's 


the Children into another room, putting their 
ſwadling cloths about' them; having firſt taken 
away the marks which diſtinguiſhed them from 
each other, (marking them however himſelf) 
then putting out the fire, he- cauſed the nuiſes 
to be ſent for into his preſence, and bid them 
find out their reſpective children; the poor wo- 
men for ſome hours examined to no purpoſe the 
innocent babes, and finding at laſt that it was 
impoſſtble to diſtinguiſh them, they threw them- 

ſelves at the Sultan's feet, and ſorrowfully- con- 
felled their fault. 09s 
Vain!!! 20506 RO NS 
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aur 


That Monarch was overjoyed within himſelf, 
to ſee his deſign thus ſucceſsfully brought to paſs; 
however putting on the ſevereſt look imaginable, 
he in the harſheſt terms reproved the women 
for their negle&, and ating to fly into an 
extravagant paſſion cry'd out, Why what will 
my Sultana's ſay, when they find it impoſſible te 
_ diſtinguiſh their children? wretches as you are 
ſhould you have quitted but for a moment thoſe 
precious pledges committed to your care, do you 
not deſerve death, ſor having thus abandoned 
Princes whom you had the honour to ſerve?” _ 
The nurſes, remaining proſtrate on the ground, 
durſt not turn up their eyes toward the Sultan, 
(who all this time counterfeited an immoderate 
fit of rage,) but lay trembling at his feet, expect- 
ing when he ſhould pronounce ſome terrible ſen- 
tence againſt them. Until Abdalla, throwing 
himſelf upon the ground before his maſter, 
humbly addreſſed him in theſe terms. Turn 
your anger, my Lord, on its proper object, your 
unhappy flave, who by his ſudden crying out, 
made theſes. nfortunate women commit that 
crime, for which your Majeſty is ſo juſtly enraged; 
the natural timidity of their ſex, ought in ſome. 
meaſure to excuſe their weakneſs; if there muſt 
be a victim to your anger, let it be me, who am 
the principal cauſe of this misfortune, only let 
my laſt prayers; prevail for the pardon of theſe 
miſerable creatures.” | 


+ 4 


_ +. Riſe, Abdalla (ſaid the Sultan,) I pardon, the 

involuntary crime in you, who intended nothing 
more than by your exclamations..to provide for 
the ſafety of me and my family: the fervour of 
your zeal, fully juſtifies all thai you, have done. 

on this occaſion 5; but for theſe vile women, there 
is nothing which can be urged in mitigation of 
their offence; therefore all that I can poſſibly 
do in compliance with your requeſt, is to ſpare 
: | their 
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their lives, and diſmiſs them my Seraglio for 
ever; go ſee it executed this moment, and be it 
your care to provide them four nurſes, who will 
diſcharge their office better.” | 
Abdalla inſtantly fulfilled the Sultan's com- 
mand, but at the ſame time that he ſent them 
away, he gave each of them a purſe, with three 
hundred pieces of gold in it, a gratuity lar 
enough to wipe away all ſorrow from the Kean 
of ſuch mean people, who value the favour of 
their ſupexiors only, as it conduces to their pri- 
vate advantage; and the inſtant they were gone 
out of the Court, he went and found four others, 
into whoſe hands the little Princes were com- 
mitted. ' | | 
This extraordinary event failed not to make 
very ſtrong impreſſions on the RExfes of the fe- 
veral Sultana's;' the King of Guzarat who had 
an extreme fenderneſs for them all, was under 
inexpreſſible concern, leſt their uneaſineſs 
ſhould prejudice their health; he therefore re- 


BW doubled his cateſſes, and endeavoured all that he 


was able, both to ſoften their grief, and to learn 
the true ſentiments of their Hearts; for this pur- 
poſe as he was fitting with the four Sultana's, the 
four young Princes being alſo in the room, he 
expreſſed himſelf in theſe terms. Examine 
(ſays he) the faces of theſe young childien, and 
ſee whether nature be not able to diſcover that 
ſecret which all of you are ſo inquilitive to 
know.“ They thereupon ſeverally examined the 
children, kiſſing and embracing each of them in 
its turn, but being utterly unable to make any 
| gueſs from the childrens features as to their mo- 
thers; they at length burſt out into a flood of 
tears, with which the Sultan ſeemed wonderfully 
affected. The Sultana's grieved the more, when 
they perceived the King was likewiſe chagrin'd 
but Gehernaz undertook to confole that Mo- 

N | C 2 narch's 
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narch's cares by the following ſpeech. © My 
dear Lord, (ſaid ſhe) your ſituation and ours dif- 
fers very much, you cannot but look with equal 
tenderneſs on all theſe amiable boys, ſeeing they 
are alike related to you ; for us the caſe is very 
different, and were it not for that ſincere affec- 
tion Which I have for the other three Princeſſes 
whom you have eſpouſed; I confeſs this acci- 
dent would afflict me in a moſt grievous manner, 
but when I conſider that perfect union which 
Hath hitherto reigned amongſt us; I look upon 
all four children as my own, and am led to be- 
lieve that Providence hath very wiſely ordered 
our ignorance in this point, and that it is de- 
creed by Heaven, that we ſhould love the chil- 
dren equally, ſeeing, as things ſtand, it is im- 
poſſible for us to ſhew the leaf coolneſs towards 
any of them, without running the hazard of ne- 
glecting the fruit of our own bodies; for the 
future therefore, far from murmuring at this diſ- 
_ poſition of events; I ſhall look upon it as the 
moſt happy accident imaginable, ſiuce our affec- 
tion for each other can now have no ſhorter 
date than that of our lives.” . 
Ihe three Sultana's found the ſentiments of 
Schernaz ſo reaſonable, and ſo perfectly adapted 
to the rendering them all happy, that they could 
not help approving them, © You are (ſaid they) 
ever fruitful in expedients, and there is ſo much 
good ſenſe in that which you have laſt propoſed, 
that we are reſolved to follow exactly your ad- 
vice; let us make it our care then to eſtabliſh 
and improve our common happineſs; let us pre- 
ſerve the moſt ardent affection for theſe beautiful 
babes, and apply ourſelves ſtrictly to bringing 
them up in the religion of our Holy Prophet ; 
at the ſame time redoubling our reſpe&, and 
conjugal fondneſs for the Sultan, our Spouſe 
and Sovereign.” EN 
A This 
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This diſcourſe could not but be very agreeable 
to the Sultan, who immediately expreſſed to the 
ladies how great a pleaſure he ſhould take in 
ſeeing them keep up to the reſolution they had 
formed ; mean. time he was hardly able to con- 
ceal the ſatisfaction he had, in beholding this 
project take effect, exactly in the manner he in- 
tended; ſo lucky a chain of events as had fallen 
out in his favour, were indeed extraordinary; 
and Oguz had good reaſon to be thank ful for 
fo copious a felicity as he poſſeſſed, in compari- 
ſon of other potentates, who are loaded with 
care, in the midſt of pomp and power. 
As ſoon as the young Princes attained to an 
age capable of inflrufta, the Sultan their fa- 
ther, with an equal concern, provided for their 
education, and took care to place the beſt maſ- 
ters of all exerciſes and in all ſciences about 
them, that they might be in every reſpe& as well 
accompliſhed as their birth ae ; and he 
had the pleaſure of obſerving that they profited 
as much as he could poſſibly expect from the 
great trouble he had A 964 What ſerved how- 
ever to, render. them yet dearer to Oguz, was, 
thet in the ſpace of fifteen years he — 5 chil- 
dien by his Sultana's that lived, except one beau- 
tiſul dau hter by Gehernaz, named. Ac-ſou, i. e. 
Fair Water, ho was the moſt charming mai- 
% OE. 
Notwithſtanding theſe young and ſprightly 
lads had the ſame tutors and inſtrufturs, and 
were in nothing diſtinguiſhed from each other; 
yet By degrees, Aſſan-Allad, who was the ſon of 
the Sultana, daughter to the King of jeſelmere, 
appeared evidently to excel them all. Humay- 
on, the ſon of Gehanouz, Neriman, who ow' 
his life to Nubahar, and Schirin, who derived 
his birth from Schebger.x, were all his inſeri- 
ors ; but as the merit of this Prince diſtinguiſhed 
C424 hun, 
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him, ſo his addreſs was ſo great, and the gene- 
roſity of his ear ſo 20915 that he 3 af- 
fefted any ſuperiority over his brothers; but on 
the contrary, behaved' towards, them with ſo 
much mildneſs, that this, and his being the ſon 
of his beloved Gehernaz, gave the young Aſſan- 
 Allad, the prime place in his father's affection, 
tho' the Sultan wiſely concealed it. 5 

A profound peace reigned for twenty years in 
the kingdom of Guzarat, ſo that the Princes, hav- 
finiſhed their . had nothing wherein to 
employ their time but hunting: however, they 
maintained continually that union and good cor- 
re ſpondence among themſelves, which their pa- 
rents and maſters had cultivated from their moſt 
tender years. One day, having ſought an audi- 
ence of the Sultan Oguz, their Sire, the reſt of 
the ' brethren having choſen Aſſan-Allad their 
ſpeaker, he addreſſed himſelf to the King an theſe 
words: Sir, We are tit'd with leading li des ſo 
idle, and ſo unworthy of our births, at a time, 
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when our 12 6% and allies are engaged in 
wars, Samſam, Sultan of Tata, is at this inſtant 
Preparing to make an inroad on the dominions of 

| Nagmedin, King of Sorat. You know that Prince 
is uncle of your Sultana Gchernaz, and at he 
has incutred the hate of this We 7 for. 
refuſing him his daughter for a wiſe : For, which 
ſurely he hid the ſtrongeſt reaſons, ſince that bru- 
. 4 £ | s FO - £35 $3F 4d 

tal Monarch, in his Drunken Fits, had put no 

BT ER et * rei eee 
leſs than three wives already to death with his 
poniard, In ſo. juſt a quarrel ag this, ſuffer us 
Sir, to go to the ſuccour of Nagmedin, in whoſe 
t 
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ſervice we may at in reputation, and at the ſame 
time acquire-the Ao wiedge of the art of war, 
Which we ought hot to be without.“ . 
What pain ſoever the Sultan Oguz might con- 
ceive at this requeſt, and how vaſt ſoever the 
trouble he knew it. would give the Sultana 
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could neither prevail on him to deny his leave to 
the young Princes, from the conſideration he had 
of the reaſonableneſs of their deſire; wherefore 
he immediately ordered all their Equipages to be 
zot ready, and having in a Fortnight's time aſ- 
embled together an army of forty thouſand men, 

with a great number of brave.and experienc'd Of- 
ficers, he ſent his ſons at their head to Janagar. 
It was not without much feluctance, and many 
tears, that the Sultana's parted with their darling 
children; however, they endeavoured, as well as 
they could, to compoſe their minds from the 
conſideration of the glory they might attain, eſ- 
pecially conſidering the juſtice of that cauſe 
wherein they were engaged. The young Princes, 
in the mean time, continued their march, *till in 
the ſpace of a fortnight they arrived at Janagar, 
There they found the Sultan Nagmedin in a ter- 
rible rage, at a moſt daring epiſtle he had juſt 
received from the King of Tata, This ruel and 
brutiſh Prince, , puffed up by ſome advantages 
which he had gained, no more demanded his 
daughter in marriage, but commanded him to 
ſend her to him, as his ſlave, threatning to put 
all to the ſword who fell into his power, and to 
burn the country as he marched, if this order of 
his were not complied with inſtantly, One need 
make; no Her but that the Princes, and the 
 tugcours they brought, were in the higheſt, de: 
Fee ede to a Monarch in ſuch diſtreſs, 
He loved Noud, (that was his daughter's. name, ) 
with extreme tenderneſs; From whence he dread- 
ed exceedingly her falling into the hands of Sam- 
ſam. He, was alſo in great diead of the Puiſſance 
of that Monarch, who was young, full of fire, 
and commanded his troops in perſon; whereas 
Nagmedin, beſides. the infirmities incident to old 
1155 laboured under a very bad ſtate of health, 
which altogether permitted him not by any means 
py . " 


— 


% -MOGUE TALES. 


to put himſelf at the head of his army. The dif. ; 


conſolate King, ſhewed the letter from the Sul- 


tan of T ata, to the Princeſs of Guzarat, at which 


they wete ſo enraged, that they all four took an 
oath to put him to death, or periſh in the at- 


— tempt. Nagmedin was perfectly over. joyed, both 


at the relief they brought him, and at the rage 
the young Princes teſtified againſt the Sultan of 
Tata. In order, therefore, to give them the fulleſt 
and ſtrongeſt proof of his affection and gratitude, 
the King of Sorat promiſed io introduce them to 
his daughter, Noud, who was advertiſed of her 


father's intentions, and who of all things deteſt- 


ed the Sultan of Tata, left nothing untry'd to ſet 
off her charms, the moſt killing in themſelves, 
from the ſenſe ſhe had, that theſe young and va- 
liant Princes were her ſecureſt guard againſt the 
violence of his deſigns : Thus arrayed, ſhe look- 
ed brighter, and more beautiful a thouſand times, 
than even the moon at the full. 
The young Cavaliers were ſo much ſtruck with 
the luſtre of her appearance, that they ſtood as if 
they had been ſtatues, until Aſſan-Allad, at laſt 
recovered himſelf a little from his aſtoniſhment, 


and collected ſpirits enough to addreſs the illuf. | 


trious Noud. © Incomparable Princeſs (ſaid he) 
if Samſam were not a Prince of ſuch cruelty, I 
could not blame him for making uſe of thoſe me- 
thods he does, to obtain you; but his yices ren- 

der him unworthy of you. If Mahomet, our 
Prophet, were to revifit Earth, he would aſſured- 
ly ſigh at your feet. Madam, I acknowledge for 
my own part that I can ſcarce believe you a fim- 
ple mortal as we are, but rather conceive, that 
you are a Daughter of Paradiſe. 'A' er | 155 
mine; therefore, when tendered, will be below 
your notice; yet IJ have the preſumption to lay it 
at your feet, and at the ſame time to aſſure you, 


that I will ſacrifice the laſt drop of blood in my 


veins 
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veins to prevent your ever falling into the hands 


$ of that barbarous Monarch.“ Beautiful Prin- 


ceſs, cried the three brethren, Aſſan-Allad has 
only the advantage over us, of having expreſſed 
himſelf firſt, We are all in the ſame ſentiments 
with him, and we ſwear by the holy Temple-of 
Mecca, the object of ſuch reverence in all true 
believers, that we will even to death avenge you 
of that inſolent Sultan, who has rendered him- 
ſelf deteſtable, by the character which his-cruel- 
ties have gained him.“ rage 8 $11 
If Nagmedin were touched at the fincere offers 
of ſervice which he received from theſe young 
Princes, Noud was ſo over-joyed at the warmth 
they expreſſed, that ſhe was even in tranſports. 
Immediately ſupper was ſerved up in the moſt 
magnificent: manner,- there were all ſorts of dain- 
ties of every kind in the greateſt abundance, ſerv- 
ed in at ten vi lla ves, in diſhes of gold 
and porcelain ; the tables they eat on were ſilver, 
and at the end of this exquiſite. repaſt, coffee was 
offered to the. Princes by ſlaves on | their knees, 
Aſſan-Allad was ſo highly ſenſible of the honours 
and reſpects paid him, that he could not prevent 
his joy. from breaking out,, ſo that with an air of 
enthuſiaſm he cry'd aloud, Saatler ola Alla, oha 
alla padichaah Umurler Virſien, i. e. Good Luck 
and Proſperity attend the Sultan, may Providence 
grant him length of Days and Happineſs; the of- 
ficers belonging to Nagmedin anſwered with pro- 
found reſpect, Amen. Afterwards there was a 
ball, with comic and mimic dances, and at length 
when it grew late, the company broke up infi- 
nitely pleaſed with each other. 251 
The armies of the Princes of Guzarat, (having 
been two days encamped in the neighbourhood 
of Janagar,) and having by Nagmedin's command 
received all ſorts of refreſhment, the officers at 
length acquainted their Princes that the ſoldiers 
+ DPD ip expreſſed 
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"expreſſed an extraordinary impatience for aGion, 
and longed ardently to engage the enemy. The 


young Heroes judged it improper to ſuffer the ar- 


dor of their troops to cool, and therefore march- 


ed directly to a great town about five days jour- 


ney diſtant, where the army of the King of Sorat 


lay entrenched. | 
The Sultan Samſam was encamped with his ar- 

my in a neighbouring plain, and had made ſeve- 

ral attempts by ſkirmiſhes, to draw the troops of 


the Sultan Nagmedin out of their entrenchments ; 


but the Vizier who commanded them, had too 
much prudence to hazard a battle, by which the 


fate of his maſter, and all his dominions muſt be 
decided. The poſt he poſſeſſed was fo advanta- 
geous, that with an army of forty thouſand men, 
he was able to check the progreſs of the Sultan, 
tho? he had upwards of an hundred thouſand in 
his. But after he was joined by the young Prin- 


ces, and the garriſons which Nagmedin had com- 


manded to reinforce his army, it became ſo nu- 


merous, that. the young Lords of greateſt gallan- 


try, thought it ſhameful to continue longer in 


their camp, without venturing to attack an army, 
now not much ſuperior to their own, and whoſe . 
Prince, by his ſuperlative wickedneſs, had in- 
curr'd the wrath of the Prophet. r 
They made choice therefore of the obſcurity 


of the night, in order to put their enterprize in 
execution, and decamping from their poſt paſs' d 
through the defile, and attacked their foes juſt as 
the day began to break; the impetuofity with 
which Nagmedin's troops enter'd the camp of 


their enemies, was ſo great, that they were un- 


able to reſiſt their valour. The Sultan of Tata 


could not recover from his ſurprize, prudence 
not being in the number of the virtues which he 

2 ; beſides, he was ſo lull'd into ſecurity, 
y the inactivity of the Vizier, that he never 
ES: SE dreamt 
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dreamt of his having courage enough to make ©. 
ſuch an attempt. But that General diſcovered as 

much valour on that occaſion, as he had condutt 

before: He encouraged his -ſoldiers to fight in- 

trepidly, not by his words only, but by his ex- 
ample. The Princes of Guzarat, however, diſ- 
tinguiſh'd themſelves in a moſt extraordinary 
manner; animated by the oath which they had 
taken, they did things almoſt above the power of 
nature, ſo that the ſoldiers of Samſam were not 
able to endure their efforts. That barbarous mo- 
narch, perceiving Aſſan-Allad carried every 
thing ur. him wherever he attacked, endea- 
vour'd to traverſe that Hero; and at laſt, with 
much a-do, put himſelf in his way:; Whoever 
thou art (ſaid he) I hold thee as the moſt cruel 
enemy I have, and therefore by thy Death will 
I revenge the number of my ſoldiers whom thou 
haſt ſlain.” As he ſpoke theſe words, he made 
a furious ſtroke at the head of the Prince; but 
Aſſan-Allad, who, in the midſt of the engage- 
ment, preſerved his judgment as cool as in his 


| moſt trivial affairs, by a ſudden movement of his 


body, avoided the blow, which otherwiſe would 
have deprived him of life. He inſtantly in his 
turn attacked the Sultan, and as both Princes 
were equally brave, and fired with a. deſire of 
conqueſt, they began a combat the moſt cruel, 
and the moſt doubtful, that had been ever ſeen, 
each of them aimed a thouſand blows at the other 
which were avoided. with the greateſt addreſs, 
inſomuch that the ſoldiers ſuſpending their rage, 
gazed for a long time on this extraordinary 
duel between their chiefs, whoſe bodies were by 
this. time .covered with their blood; notwith- 
ſtanding which, they, abated. not the fierceneſs of 
their blows, until at laſt Aſfan-Allad, by a hap- 
Py ſtroke, ſent the head of Samſam a conſiderable 

diſtance from his ſhoulders. 

ST, oo 3 Thoſe 


„ 
Thoſe who fought on the ſide of that mo- 
narch, no ſooner ſaw him on the ground, but 
throwing down their arms, they demanded quar- 
ter. The Prince immediately granted their re- 
' queſt, and the chiefs of the army of that Sultan, 
1 themſelves before Aſſan-Allad, who 
y this time they knew tobe one of the Princes 
of Guzarat, addreſſed him in theſe terms: My 
Lord (faid they) the deceaſed Prince, who lies 
before us, and in whoſe cauſe we fought, hath 
left no ſucceffor behind him; his cruehy having 
incited 'him to murder all his family, Permit 
us therefore to ſet on the throne of Tata, a He- 
to, whom we have ſeen perform the moſt ex- 
traordinary actions, who hath delivered our 
necks from the yoke of a tyrant; who by his 
barbarities rendered it inſupportable. Become 
then our Sultan, and let us rejoice unanimouſly 
in a victory, due ſolely to your valour.” 
Aſſan-Allad, exceedingly furprized at this 
propoſition, heſitated a little, that he might con- 
der what to ſay, and at length returned them 
this anſwer, © My friends (ſaid he affectionate- 
ly) we fought to day in the cauſe of Nagmedin, 
it is he alone who ought to decide this matter, 
and I cannot with honour aſſume a Crown of 
which, by the right of war, he ought to difpoſe.” 
This refuſal of a kingdom ſerved only to' raiſe 
the admiration of thoſe officers who had addreſſ- 
ed him; the chief of them therefore made him 
a ſecond time an offer, but in a very different 
manner, * Sir (ſaid he) it is by you only that 
we have been ſubdued; it is you alone thete- 
fore Who are warthy of wearing that Diadem, 
Which we again preſent ,you ; accept fir, and 
make us happy in a ſovereigu, or elſe be aſſured 
that we will elend pur liberty as long as we 
Have a drop of blood in our veins Immedi- 
ately they ſtood again to their arms, * 
R Lither 
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either receive us as your faithful ſubjects, or as 
enemies, furious and driven to deſpair, If As- 
ſan-Allad was aſtoniſhed at their firſt demand, 
he was more ſo at their ſecond; reſolution ; for 
which reaſon, as he apprehended that in all 
things he ought to act for the intereſt of Nagme- 
din, ſo he held it convenient to call a council 

of his officers, in order to debate the point. 
They after à little conſultation were unanimoul- 
ly bent for his accepting the kingdom of Tata; 
as ſoon as this was known-to the armies, their ac- 
clamations were ready to rend the ſkies: after 
theſe publick teſtimonies of their ſatisfaQtion, all 
the great lords proclaimed Aſſan-Allad upon the 
ſpot, King of Tata, amidſt the higheſt applauſes 
which were given on every fide of his valour. 
Whatever modeſty the new Sultan might af- 
feR, he felt in reality a moſt extraordinary joy at 
his exaltation to the throne, for as he had con- 
ceived a violent paſſion for the Princeſs of So- 
Tat, ſo he believed the luſtre of that crown 
which he had now placed on his head, would © 
overcome any difficulties which might have op- 
poſed his arriving at the poſſeſſion oſ the beau- 
tiful Noud. V 
Alfter having received the oaths of his new 
ſubjects, he named one of the chief Captains in 
their army, conjunctly with one the Viziers 
of Nagmedin, to conduct the troops back to the 
capital of Tata, whither he promiſed to come 
himſelf in a very ſhort time. As ſoon as they 
began their march, Aſſan-Allad ſet out with all 
ſpeed for Sorat, in order to throw the crown 
he had received at the feet of its incomparable 
Pries. 3 | 1 
The news of this victory, of the death of Sam- 
ſam, and of the involuntary raiſing of Aſſan- 
Allad to the throne of Tata, had reached the 
court of Nagmedin, before the arrival of the 
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new Sultan ; but as the Monarch of Sorat was 
not in the leaſt jealous of the good fortune of 


that gallant Prince, fo he received him with joy 


(the moſt fincere and perfe& imaginable ; which 
however was conſiderably augmented by the 
compliment the Prince made him as ſoon as he 
came into his preſence ; Think not, fir, (ſaid 


he) that I intend to rob you of the dominions 


of Tata, I had no other view in accepting the 
crown, than that of delivering your army from 
danger, and of putting it in my power to tranſ- 
mit that Kingdom to your poſterity, by aſking 


your daughter in marriage, whom I have ad- 


mired ſince I firſt ſaw her, and with whom alone 
I wiſh to ſhare this new ſovereignty.” 
As Nagmedin could not haye wiſh'd any 
thing more advantageous for his daughter, he 
did not heſitate a moment in giving his conſent ; 
but aſſuring the new Sultan of the joy with 
which he liftend to his propoſal; he embraced 
him tenderly, adding, that he was highly ſenſi- 


ble of the honour done him by his alliance. 


Altho' AﬀaneAllad was become independant by 


his new dignity, yet he omitted not ſending one 


of his principal Officers to demand the conſent 
of the Kitis his father. It's eaſy to judge with 
what ſatisfaction the King of Guzarat received 
the agrerab SE news. The glory, which his Tons 
had obtained, filled his Heart with the moſt 
Iprightly joy, and judging of Aſſan-Allad's im- 

atience by the nature of the affair on which he 
had ſent, and by the warmth of his expreſſions 


in reſpe& to the Princeſs of Sorat, he inſtantly 


diſpatch'd the officer back again, with that con- 


g ſent which the young Sultan had demanded. 


The courier was vo ſooner arrived at Jana- 


e gar, but the marriage of Aſlan-Allad, with the 


Princeſs of Sorat was celebrated with all- imagi- 
nable magnificence, nor could any thing have 
| | interrupted 
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interrupted the Joy ſhown by the whole court 
on this occaſion, | | 


by his valour, and the conſent of Nagmedin to 
his marriage, would have extinguiſhed their de- 
fires, and intirely obliterated their paſſion for 
that incomparable lady; but he was deceived, 
not one of thoſe: Princes did him that juſtice 
which he deſerved ; each of them thought to 
have been preferred to Aſſan-Allad, and being 
therefore unable to fee his happineſs, but with a 
jealous uneaſineſs, they quitted abruptly the 
court of Sorat, where they now thought they 
had nothing further to expect for themſelves, 
making all the haſte they could to Cambaye, not 
a little diſcontented with the campaign they 
had made, notwithſtanding that each of them 
had acquired therein abundance of reputation. 
Oguz, extremely furprized at their ſudden re- 
turn, could not penetrate into the reaſons there- 
of, until à leiter Which he received from the 
new Sultan of Tata opened his eyes: that Prince 
complained therein, in the tendereſt terms, of 
his brethren and earneſtly intreated the King 
his father to engage them to renew that amity, 
which had been broken, thro' no fault of his. 
An accident of ſo extra®rdinary a nature, could 
not but affli& ſo good a parent; he loſt however 
no time in endeavouring to rectify it, but ſum- 
moned immediately the three Princes into his 
preſence, whither as foon as they were come, he 
read to them a lecture of tenderneſs towards a 
brother, whole noble qualities deſerved fo well; 
he told them, that he did not blame them for 
the love of Noud, but knowing that Princeſs 
could be but enjoyed by one, they ſhould not 
ae WY envy 
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envy the poſſeſſion of her by Aſſan-Allad, who 
had ſo: well deſerved her. He bid them con- 
ider in their own minds how much more rea- 
ſonable it would have been for them to have 
given thanks unto the Prophet, for elevating 
their brother to ſo high a degree, than to have 
encouraged in themſelves a jealouſy ſo unwor- 
thy of their birth; in the cloſe of his ſpeech, he 
exhorted them, by a prudent behaviour, to ob- 
literate the memory of their fault and regain his 
favour ; and enjoin'd them, not only to reſtore 
their brother unto that place which he before 
held in their hearts, but alſo to double that re- 
— 1 and eſteem, which till then they had for 
Um. „ por ns 
_ The Princes were aſtoniſhed at a reprimand, 
which they ſo little expected, and not being 
able to deny the wrong they had done, they con- 
tented- themſelves with-begging pardon of their 
father, and writing each of them a letter full of 
excuſes to Aſſan-Allad. HS © : | 
.. Oguz, however, was not to be.deceived by 
appearances; he ſaw plainly, that the Princes 
continued ſtill to wear dark and diſturbed coun- 
tenances, and to diſcover by other ſigns, that 
their minds were not reſtored to their former 
frame. After ſome days, meditating on this 
evil, and the conſequences it might have, the 
Sultan, at laſt, found out, what he thought 
would prove an effectdal remedy; in order to 
which, he gave directions, that all the flave- 
merchants in his Capital, ſhould ſend to him, 
the moſt beautiful perſons they - had in their 
hands, in order to paſs in review before him. 
On the morrow the merchants executed the 
royal commands, and Oguz having ſelected 
twelve of the moſt lovely beauties, preſented 
them to his ſons; © Chuſe ſaid he, my children, 
from among theſe amiable creatures ſuch as Too 
mo 
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moſt agreeable in your eyes, I give them you; 
and as our Prophet allows us to enjoy theſe bleſſ- 
ings, I am perfuaded that in their company you 
will find delights capable of diſpelling that me- 
lancholy, which for ſome time 1 have obſerved 
to have taken poſſeſſion of ypur hearts.” x 

The Princes were not a little amazed at the 
Sultan's offer, but their ſurprize was at the ſame 
time accompanied with ſuch agreeable ſenſations, 
that they could not help ſhewing the ſatisfaction 
with which they embraced his propoſal; there 
was not one of thoſe ladies, but might have dif- 
puted the prize of beauty with Afﬀan-Allad's 
Spouſe, and their charms ſo captivated the hearts 
.of the ſons of the Sultan of Guzarat, that they 
expunged from their breaits all traces of their 
former paſſions, either of love towards that Jady, 
or of hatred againſt their brother. 

With reſpett to the King their father, he was 
overjoyed at having re-eſtabliſhed a union among 
his children; however, this was not effected 
without much trouble to himſelf; the many years 


he had lived undiſturb'd with his four lawful 


wives, made him believe himſelf the happieſt 
Prince in the world, and had hindered him from 
ſo much as thinking of any beauty without the 
walls of his Seraglio; but the ſight of theſe 
charming ſlaves had awakened new delſies..an 
his ſoul, and from that fatal moment he began 
to fancy ſomething was wanting to his repoſe, 
He trembled when he reflected that among thoſe 
he had offered to his ſons, there was a Circaſſi- 
an, of ſixteen or ſeventeen years old, on whom 
they might have caſt their eyes, tho? at the ſame 
time he%ould ” have wiſhed they had made 
choice of her, that thereby ſhe might have been 
out of his power, but unluckily none of them 
took notice of her, and ſo ſhe became miſtre 

of the heart of Oguz, who was fo unable to ze- 
| | D 3 | 5 {3ſt 
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ſiſt the new paſſion he had conceived, that a 
few hours after he ſpoke of it to- his Vizier. 
“% Horremdin, ſaid he, how weak a creature is 
_ man? theſe twenty years have I enjoyed: the 
moſt perfect and uninterrupted pleaſures in my 
Seraglio, from the converſation of four of the 
moſt beautiful perſonages in the univerſe; I had 
reſolved in myſelf, never to think of another 
woman, and yet in one moment I find all my 
reſolutions overturned by Goul Saba, that 
young Circaſſian, who has pierced my boſom with 
the moſt lively flame; alas! how unhappy am 
I to become the Slave of my Slave. No, Vizier 
no, I will not endute it, I am determined to 
ſubdue ſo ridiculous a paſſion, which would 
Kill with grief all my wives; can any thing be 
more extravagant than at near fifty years of age, 
to abandon myſelf to a paſſion, excuſable, only, 
in the moſt inconſiderate days of our youth ? 
why ſhould I flatter myſelf, that ſhe will ever 
conceive a ſincere love for a man of my age? 
She may indeed give up herſelf to the high rank 
which I poſſeſs; but my perſon will never me- 
rit her eſteem. I am determined then, and that 
you may perceive, Vizier, how abſolute a vic- 
tory, I have obtained over myſelf, I give thee 
this moment Goul Saba, I will never ſee her 
more, 1 depend on thee not to, ſpeak of her, 
norfo much as mention her name to me. I will 

go this inſtant to my Sultana's and will order 
her to be ſent to you with the. reſt of the ſlaves, 
that they may not ſuſpect my weakneſs for her.” 
Scarce had the Sultan of Guzarat de-lared this 
to be his laſt reſohve, When catching his Vizier 
by the arm.“ . Horremdin, cry'd he, can I 
make thee maſter of that, beautiful ſlave, whom 
pov can'ſt not ſee without loving! nature ne- 
ver form'd any thing ſo fair; her charms are 
more attractive than thoſe of the Houries, (the 
women 
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women promiſed by Mahomet in paradiſe ;) 
alas! my reſolves are vain, I cannot live with- 
out this inchanting fair-one, Vizier, give me 
back my preſent, and in return take all my 
treaſures.” _ 
The Vizier was ſo much ſurpriſed to hear the 
Sultan talk at this rate, that he ſtood like a ſta- 
tue, without ſpeaking one word; Ah! cry'd 
out the Sultan, will you not give me back that 
raviſhing beauty on whom my life depends, and 
without whom I cannot ſurvive; have the pray- 
ers of your maſter ſo little weight ?* „ My 
Lord, 'reply'd Horremdin, when I reflected how 
much diſſenſion would enter your Seraglio, the 
very moment Goul Saba ſet foot within it; 
when I call to mind, how happily, and agree- 
ably you have hitherto lived with your Sul- 
tana's, and how deſervedly the Princes your 
ſons have held the chief place in your affec- 
tion; I was overcome with grief to think of that 

change, which this act of your majeſty will 

create, and of that envy and malice which 
henceforward may imbitter your pleaſures :— 
however, ſince the life of your majeſty is ſo 
deeply concern'd,' I cannot but adviſe you to 
gratify your paſſion; your wives may indeed 
murmur at firſt, but the trouble they give you, 
cannot laſt long; you are the abſolute maſter 
of your own actions, and tho' you cannot add to 
the number of your wives, yet the law of our 
holy Prophet permits, that you may have as 
many ſlaves as you think fit, to gratify your 
amorous deſires, Love then, my lord, the ami- 
able Goul Saba, who as you have honoured her 
by - caſting your eyes on her; cannot but repay 
with ſincerity the paſſion of ſo handſome a man, 
who is at the ſame time the greateſt monarch of 
the caſt,” - 15 4 
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Oguz (tranſported with joy to ſee his Vizier 
approve his paſſion) embraced him tenderly, and 
cry'd out, Horremdin, I am revived, I have 
new life breathed into me by thy advice; thou 
haſt diſſipated all my inquietudes, there is no- 
tiring more to be done, but that no longer re- 
hſting my paſſion, I give myſelf up intirely to 
|. the diQtates of my love; do you go and make 
| {1 my intentions known to the Sultana's, and diſ- 
poſe them. to receive with tenderneſs the com- 
anion which I ſhall give them.” | 
li The Vizier, obliged to execute the orders of his 
WW maſter, went and acquainted the Sultana's with 
| the new paſſion of Oguz, at which they were ex- 
tremely afflited ; yet by the advice of Gehernaz, 
they took a reſolution of ſtifling all figns there- 
of, and not by any reproaches to diſcover that 
uneaſineſs which this misfortune had occaſioned 
them. | | | 
Within a few hours after, Oguz entered the 
inner lodgings of the Seraglio, without taking the 
leaſt notice of the filence kept by all his wives; 
he ſtayed a little time in their company, for as 
he had determined not to be moved by any 
thing they might ſay, ſo the coolneſs of their 
behaviour, did not at all alter his reſolution ; 
and therefore, retiring from them, he went haſti- 
ly to the apartment prepared for Goul Saba, and 
where ſhe waited to receive his viſit. The Sul- 
tan in approaching her, kept not up at all his 
dignity, but abandoned himſelf to all thoſe in- 
diſcretions, which the fondeſt lovers are guilty 
of; embracing her knees with tranſports, little 
ſuitable to his grandeur. © All conquering 
Soul Saba (ſaid he) you ſee at your feet, a man 
the moſt tender, and moſt ſubmiſhve, whoſe 
happineſs depends intirely upon you; it is your 
heart which he demands, with all that earineſR- 
neſs Which the fondeſt love can inſpire,” 


Goul 
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Goul Saba was not a little ſurpriſed at the 
warmth which the Sultan expreſſed, and per- 
ceiving from the manner of his addreſs, that ſne 
was perfectly miſtreſs of his heart, reſolved to 
make a proper uſe of it; ſhe conducted herſelf 
towards him with the greateſt modeſty, and in- 
treated him to moderate for a moment, the tranſ- 
ports of his paſſion, and hear ſomewhat ſhe had 
to ſay, of equal conſequence to herſelf and him. 
The Sultan recovering himſelf a little, Goul 
Saba went on thus. My Lord, I know very. 
well that I am your Slave, and of conſequence. 
that I muſt ſubmit to your. will in all things; 
but I believe your majeſty too honeſt a man, to. 
make uſe of that authority you have over me, 
for altho* I do not at preſent poſſeſs a condition 
equal to that of the Sultana's your wives, yet 
I am perſuaded that in my birth I am not at all 
inferior to them; for tho' taken from my pa- 
rents, when only four years old, I can have 
but confuſed ideas of the nobility of my deſcenty 
yet this I know, that I have ever ſince lived in 
a magnificent palace, where they have treated 
me with the title of Princeſs; all the different 
merchants to whom- I have appertained, have 
uſed me with the greateſt reſpe&, and have given 
me to hope, that I ſhould one day become the 
ſpouſe of ſome great monarch. I perceive that 
one part of their promiſe is accompliſhed. But 
permit me, my Lord, to inform you of my un- 
ealineſs with reſpe@ to the other, I am ſatisfied 
that your Majeſty loves me tenderly, and I ac- 
knowledge that your paſſion has touched my 
heart ſo deeply, that nothing but my reſpect, 
hinders my expreſſing it in the warmeſt terms. 
Yet notwithſtanding this reciprocal affection, 
the Sultan of Guzarat ſhall never obtain the in- 
tire-poſſeſlion of my hett, unleſs he eſpouſe me 


ſolemuly, I was never born to be the object of 


your 


* 
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your Sultana's ſecret malice: being obliged to 
live with them in this Seraglio, they will conſider 
me only as a flave; my children muſt be treat- 
ed, as ſubbordinate to theirs, the thoughts of 
this wounds me ſo much, that I had rather ſuf- 
fer death, than indure ſuch an outrage.” 

The extreme paſſion which Oguz had for this 
fair Circaſſian, made him ftand like a man amaz- 
ed, at the propoſition of the charming Goul 
Baba. Sovereign of my WE (ſaid he) with a 
look that ſhewed the exceſhive grief he ſuffer'd, 
the law permits me not to eſpoufe more than 
four lawful wives, and I dare not incur by my 
tranſgreſſions the indignation of our Prophet.“ 
There is an eaſy remedy for that, replied the 
Circaſſion with much vivacity, you have it in 
your power, my Lord, to repudiate one of your 
Sultana's. © Oh! cry'd Oguz, that is what 1 
can never do. I have too great a regard ſor 
choſe Princeſſes.” Very well then, added 
Saul Saba, conſult your Iman, 1 am ſure he 
will, and ſome expedient which may ſet your 
Faik at eafe, and alſo fulfil my requeſt. If the 
Iman declares in your favour, I am ready to 
give my hand to your Majeſty, but if not, I ſhall 
be content with the ſimple. title of your Slave; 
and be aſſured, that the moſt cruel death ſhall 
always be preferable to the affront of becomin 
Concubine to the Sultan of Guzarat.” | 
Theſe words, pronounced with a great deal of 
heat, were like a clap of thunder io Oguz ; he 
fent 1mmediately to look for the Iman: as ſoon 
as he was 4 he ſtated to him the queſtion 
with all the eagerneſs of a man deeply in love; 
the Iman, who was afraid of his life, unleſs he 
could ſay ſomething, correſpondent to the in- 
tentions of the Sultan, ſpoke to him in theſe 
terms. That fair Circaſſian had reaſons, my 
Lord, to ſay what ſhe did, for tho' 'tis true, 20 
it | aw 
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law of our Prophet permits no more than four 
wives, and that he himſelf had a pecuhar diſ- 
penſation for taking Five, yet our interpreters of 
that divine book ſay, that the law doth not re- 
ſtrain the Sultans, who have a portion of the 
divinity, and are elevated above other men; to 
this interpretation I may venture to add, that 
there is an exception to the rigour of this law, 
to which your Majeſty is plainly intitled, in 
marrying the four Wives you have at preſent; 
you made yourſelf a victim to the publick good, 
from the ſole motive of extending the religion 
of our Prophet, and preſerving the peace of 
your kingdom; and as in this reſpe& you made 
your deſires give way; ſo now, it is but juſt the 
law for once give way to the paſſion of your 
Majeſty, and permit you to take to your bed, 
one whom you eſteem worthy of it. Abandon 
then all ml 299 and take without fear, this 


lovely Circaſſian for your ſpouſe ; and may you $ 


ever be united in the ſtricteſt affection! 

The Sultan, tranſported with joy at a deciſi on 
ſo favourable to his wiſhes, would not for a 
moment delay the content which. he promiſed. 
himſelf in his new marriage; the Iman there- 
fore performed the ceremony upon the fpot, 
and received as the reward of his complaiſance, 
ten thouſand Pieces of Gold; the ſlaves, and 
other officers of the Seraglio, publiſhed by their 
cries of joy, what was doing; ſo that it failed 
not to reach the very inmoſt corners of the Pa- 
lace, where the four Sultana's were bewailing 
their misfortune, occaſioned by a change ir 
that affection, which had ſo long rendered theng-: 
ſelves, and the Sultan, reciprocally happy 
while Oguz, in the mean time, thought of no- 
thing but his new ſpouſe, and the gratifying 
thoſe deſires which her beauty had 3 * 
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Goul Saba, following the cuſtom of the fine 
ladies of the Eaſt, was yet hard to be wrought on, 
and ſuffered eight days to be ſpent in ſighs, and 
ſubmiſſions, before ſhe yielded herſelf to the 
arms of the Sultan of Guzarat, Who was now 
become her ſpouſe. | 

For the ſpace of a month, nothing was to be 
ſeen in the Seraglio, but dances, plays, feaſtings, 
and other demonſtrations of joy and pleaſure; 
and in all the diverſions of the Court, the King 
 .himſelf had a principal ſhare, appearing every 
day more and more enamoured of his beautiful 
young wife. To all this ſatisfaction and tranſ- 
port, one would have thought it impoſſible any 
addition could have been made, and yet Goul 
Saba's being brought to bed of one of the moſt 
beautiful Princes that was ever ſeen, gave oc- 
caſion to more extravagant demonſtrations of 
- Oguz's- paſſion than before; ſo that in ſhort, the 
entertainments made on account thereof, had 
well nigh emptied his treaſures. 

For ſomewhat more than fifteen years, the Sul- 
tan of Guzarat, abandoned himſelf intirely to 
the careſſing of Goul Saba, and her young ſon ; 
not but during that ſpace, he went ſometimes to 
the apartment of his other wives; but when he 
did, he behaved himſelf but coldly there, and 
the poor Ladies entertained him as indifferently, 


4 having much to do to ſtifle that affliction which 


reyed upon their hearts. The new Sultana, on 
the other hand, proud of the favour in which 
ſhe ſtood, treated the Sultan's other wives with 
little decorum. The young Batthal, that was the 
name of Goul Saba's ſon, following the. ill exam- 
ple of his mother, who bred him up with the 
reateſt. hatred to the other Queens, was every 
day offering them new inſults, notwithſtanding 

the ſevere reprimands he received from his father, 


who began by degrees to diſcover the malicious 
5 | virulence 


MOGUL TALES. 97 
virulence of his nature. However prejudiced he - 
might have been, yet the mortifications which 
the Sultana's received, by little and little, opened 
his eyes, tho' only to objects which filled him 
with inquietude, That a man of fixty, ſhould 
be beloved by a young and charming perſon, was 
indeed a thing agreeable and pleafing ; but not- 
withſtanding that, Oguz could not help now and 
then doubting, of the fincerity of Goul Saba. 
He imagined that he ſaw ſomething of conſtraint 
in her careſſes, and that ſhe did not treat him 
with that openneſs of heart, which he found in 
his other wives; and theſe cogitations had often- 
times ſo deep an effect on him, that he fell into 
frequent fits of the ſp lee. > 

One night it happened, that retiring to his own 
apartment, and having read there with great re- 
ſpect, ſeveral Chapters of the Koran, he pray- 
ed to the great Prophet, that he would ſome way 
or other afſuage thoſe intolerable pains, which 
the- fears and ſuſpicions he harboured in his 
| breaſt continually gave him. As ſoon as he 
made this prayer, he felt a heavineſs upon his 
eyes, and ſoon. after ſunk into a deep fleep., 
Mahomet, in a dream, appeared with great 
ſplendor to the King, and ſpoke to him in theſe 
terms, © You are diſquieted to know what Goul 
Saba really thinks of thee, and how far her af- 
fection is ſincere. Doſt thou not know, that the 
Heart of a woman is impenetrable, without hav- 
ing on one's finger, the inchanted ring of King 
Solomon, Had you that, you would know, not 
only the inward thoughts of the fair Circaſlian, 
but alſo of your other Sultana's, and-your chil- 
dren ; as you are a faithful votary of mine, L will 
inſtru you in the point of acquiring it;: To- 
morrow, as ſoon as you awake, go and find out 
the nephew of the celebrated Alloamat, his name 
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is Cothrob; when you come to conſult him, I 
will inſpire him how to anſwer you to your ſa- 
tisfaftion.” | ts 1 
The Sultan of Guzarat, had heard much of 
the fame of this mighty King of Georgia, who 
reigned at Guriel, and was upwards of two hun- 
dred years of age; many wonderful things, and 
even ſuch 2s were beyond credit, being reported 
of him: He was ſenſible alſo, that by his means, 
the religion of Mahomet was ſpread as far as 
China; but he had never heard a ſingle word of 
Cothrob, whom the Prophet had ordered him to 
go in ſearch of, neither could he well conceive, 
how, after two ages, there ſhould remain any 
nephew of Alroamat alive; but that he might 
negle&t nothing in a matter in which he was ſo 
much intereſted, he aſſembled in the morning all 


his Viziers, and ſummoned before them, the moſt 


Knowing perſons in Cambaye; of them he en- 
quized whether they had ever heard of ſuch a 
perſon as this Cothrob ? they all anſwered in the 
negative. The Sultan © thereupon retired very 
penlively into his Seraglio, where he had ſcarce 
got, before he heard one of his old Eunuchs pro- 
nounce the name of Cothrob; him he eauſed 
to be ſent for into his preſence, and enquired of 
Him who the perſon was of whom he ſpoke; the 
Eunuch anſwered, that he was an old man, who 
lived in a grot, about twelve miles from Cam- 
baye; and that he led there a recluſe life, which 
rendered him admired by all the neighbourhood. 
Oguz having upon the ſpot mounted a horſe, with 
ſome few of his retinue, accompanied by the 
Eunuch, made ſuch haſte, that in a few hours 
time, he was at. the door of the holy man's grotto. 
'Cothrob. opened it before they could knock, and 
with an air of pleaſure, which yet had ſome- 
thing in it of majeſty, approaching the company, 
*he ſaid, „Sultan of Guzarat, I know very wot 

Ss tne 
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the cauſe of your uneaſineſs, I will furniſh you 
with a remedy ; but previous thereto, it will be 
neceſſary that I converſe with you a little in pri- 
vate.“ The Sultan, aſtoniſhed at this reception, 
and having commanded thoſe that were with 
him to retire, he went alone into the lodging of 
the holy man, where being entered, and ſat down, 
Cothrob ſpoke to him after this manner, 7 
© The great Prophet, whoſe name be always 
honoured, hath ſpoken unto me, my Lord, and 
- communicated the cauſe of your trouble of 
Mind; and he hath ordained for your eaſe, that 
you ſhould build a magnificent palace at the 
gates of Cambaye. this habitation, and by 
my means, you. ſhall recover that tranquility 
which you have loſt, Do not believe, my Lord, 
that I am an ordinary architect, the ſcience that 
that I profeſs, and the ring which belongs now to 
me, and was formerly that of King Solomon's, 
put it in my power to do things, which to other 
perſons. ſeem impoilible, I need but ſignify my 
will to the Intelligences who are obedient to me, 
and they will perform what I command in an 
inſtant ; but that neither your Sultana's, nor your 
ſubje&ts, may ſuſpect the truth, it will be neceſ- 
ſary that you give me a plan of the building, and 
time ſufficient to perform it in, which will prevent 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of my power; give directions 
immediately before your retinue, that I ſhould 
follow you to Cambaye, there to build you a new 
ſeraglio, to which a moſque ſhall be joined, and a 
ſepulchre for your body to reſt in, when the an- 
gel of death ſhall have taken away your ſoul.” 
The Sultan, quite aſtoniſhed at what the good 
old man ſaid, knew not what to think; but ſup- 
poling it beſt, and ſafeſt for him to comply with 
the inſtructions he had received, he immediately 
acted as Cothrob had deſired, and mounting to 
return to Cambaye, erdered him to follow him 
| ä thither, 
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'thither, where as ſoon as he arrived, the Sultan 
gave him orders to undertake the building ſuch a 
palace, as they had concerted the plan of between 
them, covering this deſign with ſuch artful rea- 
ſans, as that none of his court penetrated at all 
into the true intent, The | 

In the ſpace of eight days after, this project 
began to be carried into execution; there were 
more than three thouſand workmen of all kinds, 
who, under this venerable architect, laid the 
foundation, and carried on the edifice as he di- 
rected; never was a work continued with ſo 
much readineſs, regularity and exactneſs, inſo- 
much, that when the Sultan came to view it, he 
was ſeized with a pleaſing amazement at behold» 
Ing the palace advance fo faſt, as quite to exceed 
all expectation. To make but ſew words, in the 
pace of fix months the whole was finiſhed, and 
that with all the elegance of which the moſt 
ſumptuous pile of building was capable. Cothrob 
then led the Sultan through all its apartments, 
and at laſt brought him into the moſque, where 
after having admired the ſeveral beautiful curio- 
fries, which were contained therein ; the vene- 
Table old man made him at length aſcend the 
pulpit, which was finely wainſcotted, and from 
whence there was, with the utmoſt arr, a gallery, 
carried on through the inſide of the thick walls 
of the palace, fo that by the help of the void 
ſpaces, which appeared only as ornaments in the 
Moſaic work, it was poſſible both to hear and ſee 
whatever paſſed in thoſe ſecret apartments, which 
were deſtined to the Sultana's. 

“ You ſee, fir (ſaid Cothrob) that it is now in 
your power to enter into the ſecrets of all your 
Sultana's, and you are at liberty to make thoſe 
obſervations, which may poſſibly put an end to 
your ſuſpicions by a perſonal view. You have 
thereſore nothing more to do, but to appoint me 
. | | "© 
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to be the Iman of this Moſque, and then all that 
you have ſought is in your hands, neither need 
you entertain the leaſt apprehenſion that I ſhall 
ever make any ill ule of this ſecret gallery, my 
age defends me againſt any thoughts of the ſex 3; 
it is above an hundred years ago ſince I abandon- 
ed all the joys of this life, that I might render 
myſelf worthy of thoſe felicities which our holy 
Prophet has promiſed to true believers,” An 
hundred years, *cry'd Oguz ! Yes, my lord, replied 
he, I am nephew of the great Alromat, King of 
Georgia, who inſtructed me in the moſt ſublime 
ſciences, by the help of which, I arrived at the 
ſupreme power in China, where I reigned a long 
time; and at laſt, having given proper leſſons to 
my ſon, I reſigned to him my dominions, where 
his children reign at preſent, deſiring rather to 
make ſure of happineſs in another world, than 
to take up with the moſt extenſive pleaſures in 
this; ſince my reſignation therefore I have tra- 
velled up and down, promoting, as much as in me 
lay, the cauſe of our holy Prophet. To a man 
thus abſolutely. cut off from the world, and from 
every thing relating to it, and who is at preſent 
of ſo advanced an age, you need be in no fear, 
my Lord, of committing the care of this pulpit ; 
wherefore I adviſe you to make the ladies paſs 
from your old palace to this as ſoon as volitile, 
and that you convert your old habitation inte 
a Caravan ſera, for the accommodation of poor 
travellers, of the utility of which I need not 
diſcourſe to you, who are perfectly acquainted 
with it already. e IT IY 

Oguz was in the higheſt ſurprize to find that 
Cothrob was ſo great a Monarch, and would by 
all means have paid him the honours due to. his 
rank, but he was prevented by the good old 
man, I have not, ſaid be, quitted my throne, 
that I might receive honours elfewhere, thoſe 

LITE E323. | extra- 
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extraordinary graces, which I received from 
Heaven, and which enabled me to govern well, 
I now inſtruct other monarchs in, that they may 
avoid thoſe evils, which fall on improvident 
Princes; while I wore a crown, it was in my pow- 
er to diſtinguiſh between the poliſhed courtier, 
and the deſigning ſcycophant; my behaviour 
was ſo properly adjuſted in reſpect to perſons of 
both characters, that in the ſpace of a few years 
I had not one of the latter about my court. I 
communicated my inſtructions to my ſon, but in 
proceſs of time, the reſpe& due to them has leſſ- 
ened, and China is at preſent in the ſame condi- 
tion with other Oriental courts, that is, the Eu- 
nuchs govern their Sovereigns, and by a courſe 
of flatteries lead them into ſuch acts as are preju- 
dicial to their people: Beware, ſir, that you never 
fall into this * govern with the utmoſt wiſ- 
dom God has given you, and remember that you 
- are reſponſible to him for that nation, over whom 
he Mas placed yr + ef bits 1 bi ns 
The Sultan of Guzarat was charmed with 
the wife inſtructions of Cothrob, and reſolved 
to follow in every thing his counſels; and that 
he might ſhew his readineſs therein, he the very 
next day cauſed the Sultana's to be removed into 
his new Seraglio, which was magnificent beyona 
all expreſſion, the. gardens were charming, and 
ſurrounded by a great wood above a league in 
breadth ; all this ſtupendous fabrick, and its ap- 
purtenances, were erected by the Peris's, a kind 
of beings of benign diſpoſitions, ſuperior te mor- 
tals, and inferior to angels; but who on this occa- 
fion appeared like men. 405 
Oguz, having aſſigned to Cothrab the charge 
which he deſired, lived four months in this de- 
lightful place, without any thing very remarkable 
happening to him; at the end of that time, by 
the advice of this venerable old man, he feigned 
. 4 | him- 
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himſelf ſick, and that he had violent palpitations 
at his heart. If all the other Sultana's were 
alarmed at their huſband's illneſs, Goul Saba 
ſeemed to beſo in an extraordinary degree, her 


inquietudes were out of meaſure, but at laſt ſhe 


took an opportunity of expreſſing herſelf to 
Oguz, in the following terms: Ah! my Lord, 
(cried ſhe, bathed in tears) if you ſhould die, 
what will become of my unhappy ſon? the pre- 
ference you have ſhewn towards him, will doubt- 
leſs animate all his brothers againſt him; the 


Sultana's too, will revenge themſelves on me, for 


that affection which ſo long a time, and with- 
out interruption, you have had for me ; doubt- 
leſs they will pardon neither of us. Batthal, the 
wretched Batthal, will be the victim of their 
envy, and periſh by their fury.” Don't fear 
any thing like that (ſaid the Sultan of Guzarat) 
I know my wives too well to believe them ca- 
pable of any deſigns ſo black as thoſe you ſug- 
geſt ; but to make you eaſy, I will put it out of 


their power. Azrail, ice the Angel of Death, is 


not yet at the head of by bed, neither is that 
day, (terrible to every Muſſulman) ſo near its ap- 


proach.” Theſe aſſurances calmed for the pre- 


ſent the agitations of Goul Saba's heart; but how 

much was ſhe and all the other Sultana's affected, 
when ſome few days after, Humayoun and Feri- 
man, going to make a viſit to the governors. of 
certain towns, which were infected with the 
plague, were unfortunately: ſeized, and carried 
off by the diſtemper, as it were in a moment. 
As: ſoon as this news reached the palace; the ex- 
ceſſive grief with which it affected the Sultan, 
appeared plainly to have deſtroyed his ſtock of 
health, ſo that he fell into a languiſhing con- 
dition the Sultana's did all they could to con- 
firm him, but they ſaw plainly it was in vain, he 
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daily grew worſe, and the.day palpably approach- 
ed, in which he ſhould render an account before 
the throne of God. FA e 
In vain did the phyſicians labour to give eaſe 
to the King's malady, he was not a bit the bet- 
ter, for to ſay truth he never took any thing they 
preſcribed for him ; the Iman had all this while 
deluded the eyes of the people, and made them 


believe Oguz was almoſt at the point of death, 


when indeed he enjoyed a tolerable good health, 
notwithſtanding the uneaſineſs he was under; 
one day particularly, after feigning himſelf ſicker 

and weaker than ever, he threw: himſelf at full 
length on his ſofa, and with a weak and feeble 
voice addreſſed himſelf to his wives and children 
in theſe terms, having firſt tenderly embraced 


every one of them before he began to ſpeak. 


% begin to perceive (ſaid he) that Kings are 
no more protected from the power of death, than 
the meaneſt of their ſubjects; I am now called 
upon to leave this world and all its glories, and 
am quickly to paſs over that terrible bridge ap- 
pointed for the paſſage of departed Souls; T have 
*the follies which while a very young man I com- 
mitted, may be tolerably atoned for, by a more 
religious behaviour ſince, and therefore with that 


= humility, which becomes a good Muſſulman, I am 


2 a2 


nn 1 
_ 


* The: Mahometans entertain a'great many ſtrange 
notions, as to the four laſt things, death, judgment, 
hell, and heaven : They tell us that there is a certain 
angel appointed to deprive men of life, to whom they 
give the name of Azrail; they ſay that after one is 


laid in the grave, he is examined by two other angels 


that, the ſoul is next conducted over a bridge placed over 
kell, and of which they give à moſt terrible deſcription 3 
hereafter we all have occaſion lo conſider this matter 
more-largely, and for the preſent this note may ſuffice. 
IM * 


— 
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preparing to meet the laſt moment of my life, 
wherefore I have called you together to receive 
my laſt commands. be 2 


/ 


If ever I were dear to you, my Sultana's, and 


you, my children, I now demand an eflential 


roof of that affection, in obeying, without re- 
revs, the directions I am about to give: I com- 
mand ye to conceal my death - inviolably for the 
ſpace of four months ; I have reaſons for it, 
which you ſhall know in a proper time: I would 
have the Iman Cothrob perform all the ceremo- 
nies uſual on ſuch occaſions. I would have him 


lay me in the tomb which is in the Moſque ad- 


joining to this palace. While I remain in that 
cold habitation, that grave Divine will implore 
the compaſſion of heaven, and intreat the pity 


of our great Prophet; but in this ſpace, beſure 


the ſound of your griefs be not heard without 
this Seraglio. Behold here my laſt will, which 
contains what difpofitions I have thought fit to 
make in favour of each of you; but I enjoin, 
under pain of my moſt heavy curſe, that ye at- 
tempt not to oper it until the time which I have 
prefixed ; let my prime Vizier conduct all things 
in my name, and let him receive the orders of 
Cothrob, as he was wont to do in my ſickneſs; 
with that Iman I ſhall depofite my will, and to 


him have I communicated the whole of my in- 


tentions, you are all ſenſible of his great wiſdom 


and goodneſs, which will render my injunctions 


rather pleaſant, than grievous to you. You, my 
ſons, honour your mothers, live in union, affect 
prep and never diſturb the quiet of the. ſtate. 
ou, my Sultana's, if I have given you any mor- 
tification by my paſſion for Goul Saba, forgive it 
me, and attribute it to the weakneſs of my hu- 
man nature; forget, however hard it may be, 
that averſion you have conceived for her and her 
ſon, I have exhorted both the one and the 
| | other 


« r . 
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other to maintain a reciprocal reſpe& and kind- 
neſs towards you; and I intreat you to believe 
that what I am going to ſay, proceeds not from 
any deſire of impoũng on you, but from the ſin- 
cerity of my heart : in the midſt of that fondneſs 
I had for Goul Saba, I ſtill maintained a juſt 
reſpe& for each of you, ariſing from a grateful. 
remembrance of that tenderneſs, which for ſo 
many years, I experienced in your love. 7 

“ You ſee for the preſent, what I require of 
you, you will know the reſt at the end of that 
time which I have appointed; live without de- 
bate in this palace, and go not out of it durin 
that ſpace, as I know the foible of your ſex, and 
that weakneſs which is natural to the female 
breaſt; ſo I forbid you not to marry again, when 
ever it claſhes, with that dignity to which 
. you are arrived; however be careful, above all 

things, not to incur my malediQtion, by lighting 
| thoſe orders which I have given you.” - 
The Sultana's and Princes were diſſolved in 
tears during this whole diſcourſe, and ſo over- 
come with grief, that there was not one of them 
able to ſpeak a word; the Sultan alone preſerved 
an appearance of tranquility, and having com- 
manded the Iman to preſent the Koran to each 
of the perſons preſent, that they might ſwear 
thereon to obey preciſely the commands he had 
given them, they did ſo, and the Sultan, having 
embraced them tenderly, fignified his deſire that 
they ſhould withdraw; as inclining to paſs the 
laft moments of his life in the care of his ſoul. 
Whatever. violence they might do their own in- 
elinations, all who were in the room obeyed, and 
retired as the Sultan had directed, tho' pierced 
with the moſt lively ſorrow for the condition 
they ſaw him in. Fil nn 
From that moment the Iman remained by his 
bedſide, and for two whole days-pretended - 0g 
214 | Fa ; taken 
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his great prophet; at the end of that ſpace 
Cothrob ſignified the ſad news of the Sultan's 
departing this life, to his wives and children, 
they immediately began to make the palace eccho 
with their cries; but that the ſage old man put 
them in mind that it was directly contrary to the 
will of their deceaſed Lord; exhorting them to 
retire into the inner apartments, where their 
cries would be leſs heard, to which they conſent- 


ed; the Iman taking upon him to manage | the 


interment of the Sultan. For this purpoſe he 
carried him into his apartment, Which adjoined 
the Moſque, and there pretended to waſh the 
body, and to roll it up in a ſheet, whereon that 
Monarch, while living, had cauſed to be written 
the whole Koran. In truth, the' prieſt ſubſti- 
tuted a log, inſtead of his Prince, and having 
placed it in the coffin, cauſed it to be ſhut up in 


the tomb, which had been deſtined for the corps 


of,, 


All who were in the Seraglio, obſerred⸗ waa 


moſt religious exactneſs, thoſe ceremonies which 
were accuſtomed to-be performed on ſuch occa- 
ſions ; the Princes and Sultana's put on each a 
mourning robe, and for eight days remained in 


one poſture as if immoveable, refuſing, during 


that time, all but neceſſary ſubſiſtence. The 
ninth, the Princes: went out and bathed them- 
ſelves, cauſing the hair of their heads and beards 
to be ſhaved, putting on new habits, and went 
immediately to the apartment of the Sultana's; 
they forgot nothing which they thought might 
conſole them for their. loſs; hut notwithſtagding 
all they could do, forty days elapſed befofe the 
ladies ſuffered them ſelves to ſhe the leaſt abate- 
ment of their exceſſive grief. 
When the time was expired, each of the Sul- 


tana's betook herſelf to ſome æmployment Which 


* 


taken up, in recommending the dying Prince to 
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might beguile her ſorrow, and keep at a diſtance 


thoſe thoughts which might increaſe it; one em- 
broidered, another ſpun ſilk; for Gehernaz, ſhe 
admirably touched the lute, and there paſſed not 
a day in which ſhe did not ſing the praiſes of 
the deceaſed Sultan to the muſick of that inſtru- 
ment, and as ſhe had a very happy talent in 
making verſes, as well as in ſtriking that tuneful 
inſtrument, the compoſed ſome pieces ſo moving, 
and accompanied them with airs, ſo paſhonate 
and tender, that it was impoſſible to hear them 
without being raviſhed. - | | 


The Princes and other Sultana's heard theſe 


melancholy verſes for the firſt days in which 
they were ſang: with the greateſt pleaſure, but 
perceiving after a while that they did but in- 
creaſe, inſtead of aſſuaging their anxieties, they 
defired her to give ſome truce to her grief. | 
Coul Saba, who had dreaded the reſentment 
of the other Sultana's, perceiving that they ſhew- 
ed her all outward ſigns of amity, reſolved with- 


in herſelf to gain, if poſſible, more upon their 
good will, and for that purpoſe. made the fol- 


lowing ſpeech. © Our Sovereign Lord has been 
now dead upwards of. two months, and neither 
our tears, our ſighs, nor our ſobbings, have been 


able to reftore him to life; on the-contrary, they 


have much altered our beauty, of which there is 
not the leaſt reaſon that we ſhould rive 
ourſelves; take my advice, Sultana's, let Us ſet 
bounds to aur griefs, and let us endeavour to 
find out ſuch diverſions as may amuſe us, until 


the time of our confinement be expired. For 


my part I declare to you, I have not the leaſt 
intentions of burying myſelf here alive, I would 
have you take my advice, and that which the 
Prince Schirin has given you.“ If this council 


-of her's was not generally approved, it was at 
leaſt unrejeted by any, and they immediately 


. 
F 


began 


* 0 
— ” 
* - 
. 


MOGUL TALES 49 
began to think of finding ſome innocent di- 


- cares with which they had b ET 
roned. In conſequence of this, they intreated 
Schirin, who was naturally gay, to find out 
ſome means for their entertainment; he took 
ſome days to conſider of it, and having at laſt 
hit on a method, which he thought would pro- 
duce the deſired effect, and ſerve to relieve the 
cares of the Sultana's, he immediately. ran to 
their apartment, and communicated it to them, 
where it received an univerſal approbation.— 
What this ſcheme was, ſhall be next explained. 

The perſon who had the care of the Caravan- 
ſera, into which the old palace of Oguz had 
been changed, had formerly been a flave to 
Schirin; his name was Saady, and to him the 
Prince had recourſe on this occaſion. . Saady, 
ſaid he, my father is extremely infirm, and 
beſides that, is fallen into ſo deep 'a melan- 
choly, that we are not able to do any thing 


verſion, which might chaſe away thoſe black 


capable of affording him the leaſt relief; for : | 


my part, I have beat my drains to no purpoſe,” 
in order to find ſomething which might be of 
uſe on this occaſion, and with much. ado, . my. 
good old ſervant, I think, I have ſtumbled on 
a means of giving him ſome eaſe; but you 
muſt afford me your aſſiſtance.” Saady bow-. 
ed, and the Prince went on in the following 
terms: 8 . 1 1 <7 15 
% As there come continually to your Caravan- 
ſera, travellers from all parts of the world, I 
will take an opportunity of converſing Wb 
them, and whoever IT find for my turn, I wilt. 
cauſe to be conveyed into the palace,” * Ah! 
my Lord {replied Saady) how can that poſſibly 
be done, without being known; and ſhould _ 
ſuch; a violence once take air, what will be- 


come of me!” «© Fear not, (added the Prince} - , 
* F | E p 
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1 have thought of a method, which, in my 
opinion, will anſwer all that I deſign, and at 
the ſame time, prevent any inconvenience 
| which might follow to you. When I have 
pitched upon the man proper for my turn, be 
| 1t your care to pretend more than ordinary ci- 
vility to him; engage him to ſup with you; 
carry him to your chamber; I'll make him one 
in the company; and towards the cloſe. of 
the debauch, will mingle in a bowl of wine, 
fome” of the decoftion called “ Bueng,. that, 
you know, will make him fall faſt aſleep, 
and then my ſervants ſhall carry him to the 
Seraglio; when we have there diverted our- 
'. felves with hearing all the adventures he can 
tell us, a ſecond banquet ſhall be made for 
Bim, wheteat he ſhall drink of another ſleepy 
| 9 Bowl, and ſo be removed hither again, where, 


! 


When he awakes, he will doubtleſs take all 
| E . chat Has paſſed for a dream.“ 


„ Ah! My Lord, cried Saady, What a lucky 
--. thought was that; this very evening, if you 
think fit, you may make the experiment, —— 
There are now three gay young men in my 
chamber, whom I invited to ſupper, and have 
-.  Tedfon to believe they are excellent muſicians, 
from fome tender airs. I heard them ſing in a 
low voice. They have with them a woman, 
aged about fifty, whom they call mother. They 
are to depart to-morrow, and therefore if you 
attempt any thing, it muſt be done I 
e | | TY and 
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MOGUL TALES. Ws 
and all the four perſons muſt be carried to- 
gether, in order to avoid any ſuſpicion,” I 
willingly embrace, your propoſal, ſaid the Prince, 

I will come in the evening, make one at your 
| pps and will give ſuch order for carrying 
off the people, that there ſhould not be in- 
curred the leaſt danger of a diſcovery.” This 
was the project which the Prince communi». 
cated to the Sultana's, and they unanimouſly 
approved it, except Gehernaz, who heſitated at 
firſt ; but at laſt conſented, as ſoon. as ſhe 
| knew that Cothrob liked the proje&, and teſ- 
tified great pleaſure at the thoughts of ſeeing 
| it 'excciitee., 3 
Schirin, impatient to ſee what luck his ſcheme 
would have, went exactly at the hour to the 
Caravanſera. He was diſguiſed in the habit 
of a“ Fakir, i. e. a Mahometan Monk, with 
the ſkin of a tyger about his ſhoulders, a lamb- 
{kin bonnet on his head, and a great flick in 
his hand. As foon as he entered the room, 
he turned about with an air of freedom, com- 
mon to thoſe whoſe garb he wore, | Brother 
Saady, ſays he, I am come to ſup with you. 
I am glad to ſee] you in ſo good company, 
855 I hope I ſhall make it better. I have here 
brought you a flagon of the beſt Schiraz wine; 


it was given me by an old woman, to intercede 
with our Prophet, that her huſband, who is a 
PE Does ys 4 # 
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* Fakir, a kind of Monk, or devotee, who fo, © * 
be very ſtrift in his morals, and very pious in lis 
heart. But as corruption has invaded the Maho= 
metan, as well as other religions, ſo it now fre- 
quently happens, that the Falir / differ very litile from, 
the reſt of the people, except in exteriors; the cha 
rater therefore our author has given in this place it 
not to be held imaginary, or contrary to truth, 


= — 


? 


now with any kind of indiſcretion, I gr ba- 
niſh all thoughts of them from my heart, 
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of a defluxion on his lungs, may never reco- 


ver. She is enamoured with a young man in 


the neighbourhood, and his death would put 
it in her power to eſpoufe him. I aſſured her 
mat the Prophet would not differ with me 
upon ſuch a trifling requeſt, aad provided he 


_ liſtens to my prayers, this bottle is to be con- 


ſtantly repleniſhed.” The three young ſtran- 
gers, and the old woman, could not help laugh- 
ing at the Fakir's behaviour and his ſtory.— 
He ſat down at the table; the repaſt was at- 
tended with all imaginable gaiety, the bottle of 
Schitaz wine went round very plentifully ; and 
at the cloſe of the banquet, the Bueng was given 
to all four, which ſo intoxicated them, that 
they were carried off without being at all ſen- 
ſible; and by the Prince's order, conveyed into 


the Palace, where they were placed. on ſofas, 
and remained ſomewhat more than an hour be- 


fore they came to themſelves. > 


If the Iman, Cothrob, in ſpite of his age and 


2 gravity, came ſo eaſily into a diverſion of this 


kind, we 'are not to. ſuppoſe he did it without 
an effential 'reaſon. The Sultan, as ſoon as 
he had heard of the propoſal, approved it, 


and cried out, T will be myſelf a. witneſs of 


this ſcene ; for tho* I have not the leaſt curio- 
tity in reſpe& to the adventures of the ſtran- 
gers, yet it will afford me the faireſt opportu- 
nity, of diſcovering the true diſpoſition of my 
wives. I will impartially obſerve the whole 
of their behaviour; If they have a real and 
ſolid affection for me, they will keep within 
the bounds of decorum, and I ſhall then have 


For them all my wonted tenderneſs ; but if, in 


fpite of their firſt tranſports of grief, they act 


and 


have no longer any concern about what may 
5 ITE AN A of = ATE" 09 relate 
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relate' to them. See, my dear 2 "I re- 
ſolution to which I am come: 9 123 
Holy Prophet, to whom you are 7800 

in i 


S 


© os. 


inſpired me with this greatneſs of 
country where the lighteſt jeglouſies produce 
the moſt terrible effebs. I 5 Aigen my» 
ſelf entirely from any paſſion and concern, . * 
look on all that paſſes with as indifferent 
eye as any Other ſpectator could "oy 
The Sultan had fcarce finiſhed- When 
before a meſſenger came to tell Cothrob; mat 
the ſtrangers began to open their eyes. He left 
Oguz immediately, and went down to the hal 
of the Palace, where he found the Sultana's 
and the Princes attending, until the ſtupefaction 
of their gueſts was over; when they cauſed 
the golden tapeſtry, which covered the alcove, 
to be removed, ſo that there was nothing now 
to hinder the company from ſeeing one ano- 
ther, when the ſtrapgers ſhould, recover their 
ſenſes. The four travellers. by this time ee . 
to look about, and havit talked wildly, 
one another for the ip Jace of a quarter of. an 
hour; at laſt, as their Ws denn they Nen c 
ed great amazement, at findin themſelves i in a 
magnificent e ae with wax can- 
ales, 1 which, FR inixed with perfumes, emit· 
ted a light ful rigrance. throughout the room: 
Before them flood 4 large deſk, covered with 
muſick-books, and at their feet lay inſtruments 
of every kind ; but what moſt augmented their 
aſtoniſhment, . was the ſight of ike Sultana's 
and Princes, all dreſſed in the richeſt habits, 
Who obſerved a Bak ay hlence, which the 
ſurprize of the affered them not to 
break,. At length RAG Schirin, who. hag | 
thrown off his e ee and was bf ately 
unknown to them, enquijed why” they 4 5 not 
* the concert as the . d „ On. 
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_.returned thanks to the Sultana for her goodneſs 
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this each of the travellers, took an inftrument, 
and at the ſame time repeated part of a tragedy, 
which was contained in one of the books that 
lay open; in a manner ſo. juſt, ſo lively, and 
fo tender, that it was impoſſible for the au- 


dience not to be touched to their very ſouls. 


The youngeſt and moſt beautiful of the ſtran- 
gers, while he pronounccd his part, let fall a 
ſhower of tears, and ſeemed to ſuffer more 
from inward afflition, than was neceſſary to 


- Tet off the diſtreſs wrought up by the Poet. 


If the Sultana's were charmed with the 
voices of theſe exquiſite performers, they were 


no leſs concerned at beholding the wonderful 


ſorrow which appeared in the face of the 
young man ; and their uneaſineſs was ſtrongly 
heightened, when of a ſudden he fell backward 
in a ſwoon. Prince Schirin ran immediately 


to his aſſiſtance, but ſtarted back, when on 


opening his breaſt, he diſcovered the paps of 
a woman, The Sultana's inſtantly took his 


_ * place, and uſed all the endeavours they were 


able, to bring the ſair-one to herſelf, As ſoon 
as ſhe opened her eyes, ſhe ſhewed the ut- 


moſt fear and confuſion, at finding herſelf in 
luch a condition in a ſtrange place. Gehernaz, 
ii zie her. ſome ſpirits, aſſured her, that ſhe 
ens cauſe to be afraid, for that every per- 
Jon ere took part in her afflictiens. The 


poor young creature having compoſed. herſelf, 


and proceeded in the following terms. 


Caravanfera treated, us 1 kindly, and inv 
us to ſupper, where a. Fakit entertaineg 
v pleaſantly. Afterwards we fell esp, 
dition, I cannot tell, ſeeing. 1 behold my- 
r W:. NG on 
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ſelf in à Palace ſo glorious, . that I canhot - 
conceive: it any other than the Paradife pto- 


miſed by our Prophet.“ 


PR 


« My dear child (ſaid the old woman briſk- 


| ly) I believe I have penetrated the myſtery: of 


this adventure. All the ancient romances, 


Turkiſh: and Perſian, which I have heretofore 
read, are full of events, far more marvellous; 
for if what we ſee, be. not the effect of à 
dream, without queſtion we muſt have been 
- tranſported in the ſpace of a night into the 
country of Ginniſtan (the land of the fairies) 


and all that 'we ſee here, are Periz and Peri- 
zes, (i. e. male and female Fairies,) who are 
beings created only to do good to mankind, - 


and to ſolace them in their misfortunes; en- 
deavour therefore to make them intereſt them- 
ſelves in your affairs, and by relating to them, 
the occaſion of your being in company with 
theſe two young people, wipe off any ſufpi- 
cions they may entertain.“ Ah! M 

how needleſs would that be (ſaid the young 


damſel) fince the Perizes are ignorant of no- 


thing; they muſt before now have read what 


was Written in the moſt ſecret receſſes of my 


Heirt, and be as perfectly knowing in my ad- 


ventures, as if 1 had already related them.“ 


The Iman and the Sultana's, could not help 
ſmiling-at-the old woman's thought, which, 
3 appearances was not ill. founded. 
- "They too 


thing to get rid of her misfortunes; but pref- 
ſed to the relation of her adventures, as the 
good old lady had propoſed. Alas! ſaid her 
mother, I ſee your attention is loſt in waiting 
for her; my pour child, is I perceive, too 


much confounded with this adventure, to be 
able 10 gratify you with the recital you 88. 


ire; 


„. 


pains to foften the young lady's 
apprehenſions, aſſured her they would do any 


% 
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' fire; but in order to divert you, I will relate 
-the hiſtory of my own life, without omitting 
the leaſt circumſtance. Perceiving that the com- 
-pany were very attentive, ſhe went on thus: 


D 
EVENING I. 
The Hisronr of K AR 434. 


X eee vou ſee my hairs now 
"4 Y almoſt'grey, I aſſure you, I was hereto- 
fore a very great beauty; my name is Karabag, 
and it was given me becauſe of the extreme 
whiteneſs of my ſkin. At the ſame time that 
my hair was a moſt perfect black, All the 
» neighbourhood of Ormpz rung of my charms, 
until, on the general fame of my perſections, 
a perſon, who was thought to be in very good 
circumſtances, became enamoured of . me, and 
demanded me in marriage, My parents, con- 
ceiving it would be to my advantage, gave their 
conſent, and I eſpouſed this neighbour of ours, 
"whoſe name was Bahalul, He was a very ho- 
neſt man, well made, his features regular, and 
of a quiet temper. He was mighty fond of me, 
aud I repaid it to a tittle. At the cloſe of the 
Pear I was brought to bed of a ſon, whom we 
-caHed Albaert ; he is the elder of the two young 
people you ſee here; the other, who ſtands by 
him, and whom he holds by the hand, ig his 
wife. I ſhall explain to you by and by, the 
reaſons why both ſhe and this young 5 agg; 
"whom I am not indeed the mother, came to be 
diſguiſed in the habits of the other ſex, _ 
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My huſband was a paſſionate lover of chymiſ . 
try: He had ſtudied under an excellent maſter | 
in that art, who had communicated to him To 
many valuable ſecrets, that he was continually 
performing cures above all expeQation. The 
great reputation he acquired, made the phyſicians | 
of that place ſo jealous, that they threatned to 
do him a miſchief, Bahalul wes ſo much 
afraid of his life, that he reſolved to abſent 
himſelf for a while, that their malice might have 
time to cool. Having taken this reſolution, he: 
communicated to me the deſign he had formed 
of travelling into foreign countries. We had 
now been married about eight years, and as 1 
had a warm affection for my huſband, you may 
very eafily conceive, that it gave me no ſmall 
affliction. Within three months after his de- 
parture, I was brought to bed of a girl, who 
died that day ſix weeks after ſhe was born.— 
Inconſolable. for theſe afflictions, while I con - 
tinually tormented * myſelf with dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of what might. befal my . huſband, 
the Prime Vizier of the Sultan of Ormuz hav- 
ing a great regard for my father, offered, now 
I was brought to- bed, to procure me the -polt. 
of nurſe to a daughter who.was juſt born to- 
our Sovereign. Believing that this would gain 
me a powerful protection, I joyfully accepted 
of the truſt. In a word, I was admitted into 
the Seraglio, and gave ſuck io the Princeſs. _ 
Canzade, The humour of that infant was 
ſweet as that of an Angel; her beauty beyond 
all deſcription; but, alas! the charms with 
which ſhe was adorned, ſerved only to make 
her unhappy, as you will judge, when I re- 
cite her misfortunes. At preſent I muſt return 
to What relates to myſelf, I remained in the 
Seraglio for the ſpace of ſeven years, during 
which time Albaert remained at a place Where 
I had boarded him, under the tuition of a os — 
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ſter, who did not neglect inſtructing him in 
whatever might contribute to form a great man. 
The Grand Vizier, who was my patron, taking 
a liking" to the aſpe& of the boy, took him 
into the houſe, to be a companion to his ſon. 
As he had all the qualifications neceſſary to 
make the moſt of this advantage, he learned 
with amazing facility whatever he was taught 
with the ſon of the Vizier ; ſo that he became 
a perfect Cavilier, and having a genius for mu- 
| fick, he excelled alſo in that ſcience. 
It was almoſt ten years, fince Bahalul had de- 
1 and I had not heard from him above 
even eee 20 times. On a ſudden, he returned 
home, a brought with him a man, whoſe 
perſon and behaviour, I could not behold, 
without the greateſt veneration. After the firſt 
tender ſalutes of my huſband. were over, he 
Preſented to me this companion of his voyage. 
—« My dear Karabag (faid he) I have found 
You always ſo diſcreet, that I have no reaſon to 
cConceal any thing from you. This friend of 
mine is one of the moſt learned men in the 
world ; nor are his manners lefs worthy of ad- 
miration, than the prodigious fund of ſcience 
of which he is poſſeſſed: I ſhall tell you the 
manner by which I gained his acquain- 
TCT 
Karabag was going to proceed, when a ſlave 
entered the room, and prefented herſelf before 
the Sultana Gehernaz; who, as foon as ſhe faw 
her, took up the e The hour (faid 
| ſhe) is come, in which we are obliged to go to 
bed; I have only time to acquaint yeu that we 
have all a very tender ſenſe of that poor la- 
dy's ſorrow, and have a ſtrong defire to hear 
the reſt of ygur ſtory, which we will liſten to 
to-morrow. In the mean time, you will be 
conducted to an apartment, where you ſhalt 
want nothing, either neceſſary to your repoſe, 
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or to your entertainment. You need but wiſh, 
and ſignify thoſe wiſhes to ſuch as attend you, 
and you ſhall inſtantly have all you aſk ; only 
bewWe either of ſaying who you are, or ens 
quiring about us, leſt you ſhould. loſe. by ſuch 
indiſcretion, all the benefits, which-you may 
obtain by an exact obedience to our commangs ; 
nay, your life is not ſafe, when you commit 
ſuch folly; and therefore, Madam, ſaid ſhe 
to the old lady, I give. you this ſtrict caution 
becauſe even we have not the power of pro- 
tecting you, if ſuch ſhould happen. Vou ſee 
the condition therefore, on which you may 
continue ſafe here; if you are diſpleaſed wit 
it, you need but ſignify your diſlike, and you 
ſhall, in one moment, be carried back to the 
place from whence you were brought.” i 
„% Madam, replies Karabag, tho' curioſity. be 
a foible of which our ſex ate too generally 
 ſuſpeRted; yet we are ſo little deſirous of quit- 
ting this enchanted Palace, and are ſo ſtrongly 
perſuaded, that you are beings ſuperior in . 
your nature to us, that we needed not any 
kind of caution'; be aſſured then, that we ſhall 
not fall into any ſuch indiſeretion, but remain 
wherever we are conducted, without doing any 
thing contrary to your orders.” 

' Gehernaz, and the Princes, were charmed 
with that docility which their gueſt. diſcovered 
on this occaſion. They omitted not teſtifying 
how well they were ſatisfied, and the ſtrangers 
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leaſt reaſon to think "themſelves miſtaken, in 
believing it an enchanted manſion, Here they 
repoſed themſelves, during the whole night . 
and the next day, were entertained with all che 
N dainties 
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dainties which it was poſſible to have wiſhed 
for. They wete permitted alſo to walk in the 
garden adjacent, to the place where they lodg- 

ed. The elegance with which it was contriv- 

ed, added ſuch a grace to its walks and ar- 
bours, that they ſpent their time in the utmoſt 
ſatisfaction, until it was evening, when they 
were conducted back to the hall, where they 
had ſeen the Sultana's the night before. There 
they found the ſame company aſſembled, and 
'as ſoon as they had taken their places, Geher- 
naz addreſſed herſelf: to Karabag, and intreat- 
ed her to continue the hiſtory ſhe had begun 
the preceding night; ſhe thereupon made a 
low obeiſance, and proceeded in the following 
terms. C3 \ p | 
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931. ſaying yeſterday, Madam, that my 
1 huſband, on his return from his travels, pre- 
ſented to me a venerable ſtranger, and that he 
proceeded to give me an account how the ac- 
quaintance between them began. His diſcourſe 
ran in the following terms. In the courſe of 
my travels, I paſſed thro' the city of Damaſ- 
cus, the elegant capital of one of the moſt de- 
licious provinces in the world, the country ſur- 
rounding it, having excellencies which render 

| | FO. 
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it a perfect Paradiſe. There I was informed, 
that the then reigning Sultan, had cauſed to 
be clapped up in priſon, a perſon of fingular 
merit, I was told too, That the occaſion of his 
.confinement, was, his having been fo impru- 
dent, as to tranſmute, within the dominions of 


this Prince, ſeveral pounds of lead into pure 


gold. This coming to the ears of the Sultan, 
he cauſed him to be ſeized, and conducted to 


his preſence, intehding to have forced from. 


him his ſecret, which he the more paſſionately 


defired to be maſter of, becauſe about ten 


years before, he had miſſed” of acquiring it by 


an unpardonable act of folly which he cem-. 


mitted, The 'thing happened thus ; a ſtranger 
who made no extraordinary figure, came to 
Damaſcus, and finding the Caravanſera quite 
full, he was conſttained to apply himſelf to a 
neighbouring founder, in order to' get a lodging 
for three or four days. The tradeſman ſeeing 
him a ſtranger, heard his requeſt with an air 
of ſatisfaction, received him civilly into his 
houſe, and treated him with great kindneſs. A 
day or two 'after;-this inhabitant of Damaſcus, 
was beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed; on his finding 
ſeveral candleſticks, and other things which he 


had caſt in braſs, turned into pure gold. 


The man was ſo greatly ſtruck at the ſight, that 
withqut conſidering What he did, he raa and 
called a neighbour. As ſoon as he had taken 
them out of the molds, this man looked at the 
things, wondering as much as the founder; and 
in ſhort, the affair made ſuch a noiſe, that it 
came to the ear of the Cadi. That magiſtrate 


immediately caufed the founder to be brought 


before him, and examined him ſtrictly about 


this extraordinary event. The man ſwore, That 

he knew nothing of the tranſmutation, or ho 
it was performed. That there was no body 
+ MOL. I, 3 came 
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came near his furnace, but an unknown perſon, 
who had lodged in his houſe ſome days, and 
was now gone out of town. The ſtranger, in 
the mean while, not dreaming but that the 
founder would. have diſcretion enough to con- 
ceal his good fortune, miſtruſted nothing, march- 
ed fair and ſoftly to tbe place where he was 

ing; when on a ſudden, he was arreſted by 

me of the Cadi's officers, who were diſpatched 
throughout all the roads leading from Damaſcus, 
in order to apprehend him. As ſoon as they 
had him in their cuſtody, they carried him back 
to that city, and he was immediately. ſent by 
the Cadi to the Sultan. | * 

That Prince gave the traveller ſeemingly a 
oy. gracious reception, and having led him in- 
to his cabinet, ſhewed him a great many curious 
things which he had there, particularly the can- 
dleſticks which he had cauſed to be brought 
from the founder's. Perceiving however, that 
the ſtranger ſhewed no great concern for any 
thing he ſaw, he at laſt bid him look on the 
candleſticks more ſtrictly. I value them, ſaid 
the Sultan, highly, becauſe I can diſcover whe- 
ther thoſe, to whom, I ſhow them, tell me truth, 
or if they endeavour to impoſe on me; and 
When I find the latter the caſe, I puniſh the 
Sender with the moſt cruel torments, The 
ſtranger, who apprehended, perfectly what the 
King meant, inſtead.of ſeeming atall afraid, put 
on a {mile. My Lord, ſaid he, with an air of 
freedom, rather than reſpect, I know very well, 
that gold has a great aſcendancy over mean 
Fouls ; but for my part I contemn it, becauſe. I 
I can inſtantly render a ſmall bit of paper of 
much mere value than any quantity of that pre- 
cious metal. Having on this obtained leave 
from the King to write a little billet, where- 

with he pretended that he could work 2 
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ders, he immediately wrote two lines on a bit 
of paper, then doubled it up, and put it in 
his mouth. As ſoon as he had done this, he 
told the Sultan, that by means of this Taliſman, 
he had rendered himſelf invulnerable, and that 
if he pleaſed to make. an experiment of it, he 
might ſtrike him a blow as hard as he was 
able on the neck, without making the leaſt im- 
preſſion. The credulous Sultan, diſcharged im- 


mediately, ſuch a ſtroke on his head, with his 


ſcimetar, that he laid him at his feet, Surprized 


at the ſight, the Sultan trembling, took up the 


paper, in which he found theſe words written ; 
I had reſolution enough to die, rather than dif- 
cloſe my ſecret. ' You may judge of the aſto- 
niſhment, and of the grief of this Monarch, at 
the ſight of the ſpeRacle. The Sultan —_— 


therefore heard, that another - philoſopher had 


done the ſame thing at Damaſcus, he caufed 
him to be apprehended, and eondutted to his 
palace, with a deſign to treat him in a different 


manner, in order \to engage him to diſcover his 


ſecret. Fariabi, for that is the name of this 
our gueſt, was totally ignorant of the ſtory 1 
have recounted to you. He could not deny, 
that he had changed the lead into gold ; but 
he aſſured the Sultan, that he was totally igno- 
rant of the art of - compoſing that powder, by 
which the tranſmutation was made. That he 
had received it from a ſtranger, whoſe life he 
had ſaved in Egypt, he therefore entreated that 
Prince to accept of what remained, and to re- 
Nore him to his liberty, | 
The Sultan was by no means ſatisfied with this 
anſwer, He took indeed the powder of which 
there was but little left, and having firſt at- 
tempted by glittering promiſes, though without 
ſucceſs, to obtain his ſecrets from Fariabi, he 

| oi G2 1 oh proceeded 
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proceeded to menaces, and from menaces to 
tortures; but the philoſopher bore the moſt 
cruel which they could inflict, without having 
a word extorted from him to the purpoſe. 
I arrived at Damaſcus, when things were in 
this ſtate. The affair had made a great noiſe, and 
had prejudiced the reputation of the Sultan 
preity much; for his ſubjects, as far as they 
durſt,, condemned thoſe cruelties which he had 
practiſed upon that innocent ſage. For my 
part, I made no queſtion, that the priſoner was 
one of thoſe adepts which I had ſo long wiſhed 
to ſee, and therefore I took every method 1 
could think of, to gain admittance to him; 
and having contracted an intimacy with the keep- 
er of the priſon, I at length procured his leave 
10 be admitted to the preſence of this extraor- 
dinary perſon, After this, I went ſeveral times 
with the keeper into the dungeon. At laſt 1 
gained one of the gaolers, by the preſents I 
made him, and he permitted me one day 
alone, to make a viſit to this great man, As 
Toon as the keeper had ſhut the door, I told 
the unfortunate priſoner. the occaſion of my 
coming. I aſſured him, that I was ſincerely af- 
flicted at his misfortune ; and that I had the 
moſt earneſt deſire to enlarge him from his con- 
finement. I eaſily perceived, by the feturns he 
made, that he doubted of my ſincerity, and was 
afraid, that I had been employed to trap him. 
I did my utmoſt to rid him of thoſe fears, 
and at laſt prevailed. Deliver me, . ſaid he, 
from this horrible place, and I will not prove 
ungrateful to you. If you really deſign what 
you ſay, attempt ſomething quickly; if not, 
your practices on me are vain. I have withftood 
the moſt cruel torments, there is nothing which 
can ſhake the ſettled temper of my ſoul; and 
if death, with which I have been ſo often 
7 : ESD threatened, 


— 


threatened, ſtared me now in the face, it 
ſhould not make me do any. thing unworthy 
of a philoſopher, I. promiſed him all the ſer- 
vice in my power; and as ſoon as I left him, 
J diſpoſed of all the precious ſtones, Which I 
had collected in my travels, and raiſed by their 
ſale, ten thouſand pieces of gold. With part 
of this ſum, I gained the keeper and ſome of 
his myrmidons. I gave them a magnificent ſup- 
per; and when they were merry with the liquor, 
which began to work, I propoſed to them, the 
eſcape of the priſoner, offering to- make the 
matter both ſafe and eaſy, provided they gave 
out, that the ſage died of the torments he en- 
dured. To render this feaſible, I told them 

there was a neceſſity of taking up the body 
of a man buried that morning. Two of the 


135 gaolers immediately went with me to dig up. the 


corps; we filled up the grave, and carried 
the body into the tower, where we array'd it 
in the cloaths of the philoſopher, while he, 
in the mean time, put on the habit of a wo- 
man. I had Cagiavat, i. e. a woman's litter, 
ready, into which he entered. It was put on 
a Camel's back. I, mounted on horſeback, and 
at break of day, we departed, without any mo- 
leſtation. We ſtopped by his deſire, at a vil- 
lage called Eſſair, about three leagues from the 
city. There I went into a ruined. houſe, which; 
he ſhewed me, and under a ſtone, which I had 
much ado to lift, I found a leaden box, - which 
I gave him without opening it. OE 
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'A S we had all the reaſon in the world to 
fuſpet that we ſhould be purſued, con- 
tinued Bahalul, we made all the haſte poſſible 
out of the dominions of the Sultan of Damaſ- 
cus. The firſt place we arrived at, where we 
thought ourfelves in ſafety, was in Aleppo; 
thence we proceeded to Mouſel: from this 
city we travelled to Bagdad, thence we came 
to Balſora, where we found ſhipping, which 
tranſported us to Ormuz. Thus, my dear, faid 
he, you have heard the relation of our adven- 
tures, in few words, I was fo tranſported with 
Joy at the return of my huſband, that I omit- 
ted not any thing which I thought might de- 
monſtrate the fatisfaction which it gave me. — 
He, on his part, almoſt ſtifled both me and my 
ſon, with his careſſes. I cauſed a handfome 
entertainment to ye provided, and our travel- 
lers eat very thearnly. At the clofe, we began 
to ſpeak again of the imptifonment of Fariabi: 
For my pait, ſaid I, there is no part of his ſtory 
which has raiſed my curioſity ſo much, as the 
leaden box, which you were directed to take 
out of the ruined houſe, not far from Damaſ- 
cus. It is eaſy to ſatisfy you, replied Fariabi, 
very obligingly. There, my beautiful Protectreſs, 
look at it as often as you will; open it, all that 
| | | is 
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is in it is your's. I followed his directions 
with precipitation enough; but how great was 
my ſurpriſe, when I diſcovered a great number 
of diamonds, of extraordinary magnitude —» 
Ah! fir, cried I, offering him the box again, 
I know a little too well the value of jewels, 
to think you in earneſt, in making this preſent, 


and cannot receive any thing of ſuch conſe- 


uence ; fure you, and my huſband, had a de- 
1gn of being merry with me. By no means, 
ſaid he; the diamonds are your's; and I in- 
fiſt on your keeping them ; they are the leaſt 
offering I could make to the ſpouſe of Bahalul : 
Perceiving that he was really ſerious, I made 


no farther words, but kept them as a mark of 


his friendſhip. 


This great philoſopher lodged with us about 


three months, when one day, when my huſband 
and he were alone together,' he ſaid, embrac- 


ing my huſband: My dear friend, how comes 


it to paſs, that in all this time, you have ne- 


ver put me in mind of the promiſes I made 
you, when you were ſo kind as to deliver me 


out of the priſon at Damaſcus. Becauſe, ſaid 
my ſpouſe, the diamonds you have given Kara- 


bag, have overpaid that ſervice; beſides, at 


that time you were in diſtreſs, and I could not 
inſiſt farther upon them, if you had not alrea- 
dy difcharged them. You faid you would not 
be ungrateful; you have kept your word, and 
what can you think I would have more, Ah! 
replied Fariabi, you can never fancy the little 
preſent I made Karabag, a recompence for the 
lingular favour you did me; No, no, my friend, 
I have yet a far more valuable preſent for thee. 


Here, take this box; it is full of the divine 
powder which has occafioned all my misfor- 


tunes. Let the example of the ſage, who loſt 
his life by the ſtupid credulity of the Sultan of 
TS na 4 Damaſcus, 
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Damaſcus, and my indiſcretion in the ſame 
city, make you more circumſpect. The quantity 
I have given you, is ſufficient to tranſmute all 
the baſe metals which lie within the boſom of 
the earth: I know I am credited, when 1 ſpeak 
to you, who have been long a ſcholar in our 
admirable .ſcience ; leave to the. vulgar their 
prejudices, and the fooliſh objeQions they make 
to the wiſdom of the ſages: Communicate what 
I ſay to none, and pray that you may become 
worthy of receiving from me a ſecret, which as 
yet I cannot reveal to you. If the firſt part 
of Fariabi's diſcourſe pleaſed my huſband, he 
was no leſs chagrined at the cloſe of it; how- 
ever, he omitted not to teſtify the gratitude he 
had for the prodigious favour done him; and 
having tranſmuted in his preſence many pounds 
of lead into gold, he ſold them to a Jew who 
then lived at Ormuz. 3 | 

Fariabi was very deſirous of re-eſtabliſhing his 
conſtitution, which had been. ſorely ſhaken by 
the miſeries he ſuſtained in the priſon of Da- 
maſcus; nor was it in leſs than fix months, 
that by the means of a ſpecifick elixir, which 
he was ſo long in compoſing, and which he 
called the Univerſal Medicine; that he cured 
himſelf of a total Cachexy, againſt which no- 
thing in the common road of phyſick could 
have prevailed. That illuſtrious philoſopher 
Jet not a day paſs, without having ſecret con- 
ferences with my huſband, who, the more he 
ſtudied, the more fit he appeared to. receive 
the greateſt myſteries of that tee into which 
he was initiated. At length, before the ſage left 
him, he put into his hands, the great ſecret of 
the Adepts ; in four words he inſtructed him in 
the moſt hidden powers of nature, Nothing can 
expreſs the joy that Bahalul felt at that moment: 
but however, it was quickly daſhed, by the 
A h : unexpected 


day departed from Ormuz. My huſband,” by 
intreaties and tears, laboured all he could to 
detain him, but to no purpoſe. He embraced us 
tenderly, recommended to Bahalul, in his 
laſt adieu, the practice of humility, charity, 
and the fer of God, which he aſſured him was 
the beginning-of all true wiſdom, It is im- 
poſſible to {ay how much we were grieved for 
the departure of this great man; however, we 
ſound it neceſſary to conform our wills to his, 
and my huſband behaved himſelf with an ex- 
act conformity to his counſel : He ſhut him- 
ſelf up in his ſtudy, addicting himſelf to medi- 
tation, for which he found continual exer- 
ciſe, nature being now unveiled before bim; 
he converſed with few, and received no vifits, 
but thoſe of a Jew, who bought his ingots. — 
We became by theſe means extraordinary rich, 
and our. chief care was about ſettling our only 
ſon, who, his father began to perceive, had a 
great inclination for the fair ſex, My dear Al- 


|  baert, ſaid he to him one day, happy is he who 


has a good wife, but more happy is he who is 
ſenſible of it; but let me tell you, this is a hap- 
pineſs rarely enjoyed, and it is a thouſand to 
one, but in the married ſtate, men meet with 
a multitude of vexations. Your children, if you 
have any, may give you many cauſes to com- 
plain, and all theſe ills, put together, may force 


you to deſpair: whereas, on the other fide, if 1 
contrary to all the precepts I have given you, 


you | ſhould abandon yourſelf to à lewd and 
laſcivious courſe of life, how miſerable” will 
your hours paſs? What cruel agitations of 
mind will you feel? And into what a ſeries 
of miſchief will your debaucheries betray you? 
Think then, my dear ſon, in time, and exa- 
mine thoroughly your own breaſt, that you 

| | | may 
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unexpected reſolution of Fariabi, who that ve ry | 
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70 MOGUL TALES. 
may be able to determine, whether you can 
live in a ſtrict ſtate of celibacy, or, whether 
of neceſſity you muſt marry. If the latter be 
your determination, follow not a blind and 


doating paſſion, neither let riches be the ſole 


guide of your deſires: I have an eſtate ſufficient 
to make you happy; look then for no other 


_ qualifications in a ſpouſe, than virtue and 


beauty; ſearch through Ormuz for a woman 
with theſe endowments, and I will ſecond your 
inclinations. As ftri&t as the women are kept 
with us in the Eaſt, they every day find huſ- 


bands; the ardour of youth in either ſex, 


cannot be repreſſed, but it is happy when that 
ſprightlineſs will ſubmit to guidance. Enquire 
then carefully, as to the character of her mother, 


for it very rarely happens, that a matron of 
good ſenſe, piety and virtue, has a looſe or 


diſorderly daughter. There is another thing of 


Which you muſt be cautrous, and that is, of not 
matching yourſelf into à mean family; for be- 


ſides the immediate diſgrace of ſuch inconſi- 
derate acts, there are daily new miſchiefs ſpring- 
ing up to diſturb and perplex folks, eſpecially 


the plague of poor relations, who, if not pro- 
vided for, are apt to rail and diſparage a man's 
character; and if, either through compaſiton, or 
uxoriouſneſs, one is inclined to help them, he 
is: frequently impoveriſhed, and more frequent- 
ly drawn into troubles by their ill conduct — 
GCankder, my ſon, of theſe things, remember 
your own happineſs lies at ſtake; that I have 
diſcharged my duty as a parent, and that it be- 
comes you next to diſcharge yours, both to your- 


ſelf and me; for doubtleſs I ſhall bear a part in 
2 fortune, be pleaſed with your ſucceſs, or 


grieved at your miſcarriage, 


EVEN. 
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"EVENING IV. 
The HisToxy of KARAB AG; 
( Continued. ) 61 | 
A LBAERT heard the advice of his father 


with great attention, and being, as I have 
told you, of a very amorous di ſpoſition, he omit- 


ted not to enquire after the moſt beautiful and 


virtuous young women that were in Ormuz. 
Having ſpent four months in this purſuit, he was 
informed that in a quarter of the town, at a good 
diſtance from the ' houſe, there dwelt a Widow 
of exemplary virtue, who had three moſt amiable. 
daughters, in whoſe education ſhe ſpent. her 
whole time. This diſcovery did not ſatisfy our 
ſon, he had a mind to be acquainted with theſe 
young women before he choſe; in order to this 
eing then about eighteen years old, he procur- 
ed one of his friends to preſent; him to that good 
Wi dow, who was then ſeeking for a Slave to at- 
tend upon her daughter : The good old lady was 
very well pleaſed with his perſon, and finding in 
him much modeſty, a ready wit, good ſenſe, and, 
above all a fine taſte for muſick, which her daugh- 
ters loved paſſionately, ſhe began therefore to 
have agreat kind neſs far him. 
Albaert, who had a mind to hide his intention 
from us, made us believe that he was gone a 
voyage for three or four months; during which 
ſpace, he enjoyed the greateſt ſatisfaction im 
| Do * | aginable 
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aginable in that voluntary ſervitude ; wherein he 
became ſo inchanted with the wit, ſweetneſs, 
virtue and beauty of theſe young ladies, that it 
was a long time before he could fix his choice 
* one of the three. At length, he determin- 
ed to gain the eldeſt, whoſe name was Gulendam 
(that is the body of the roſe) ſhe was at that time 
about ſeventeen years old, and very lovely, 
When he had fixed this reſolution, he took an 
opportunity one day to eſcape, and to return 
home to us, having related to his father and I 
the whole of his ene ; we were not only 
ſurprized, but frighted at the danger he had run. 
After a ſhort reprimand, however, Bahalul em- 
braced him: In a little time he went to the 
good Widow, who had been the wife of the 
Cady of Ormuz ; as ſoon as the firſt civilities were 
over, I am not ignorant, ſaid: Bahalul, of the 
fine qualities of your daughters, and the care that 
ou have taken in their education: Tis the 
ſenſe I have of this which brought me to pro- 
poſe an alliance between my ſon,: who I aſſure 
you does not want merit, and the beautiful Gulen- 
dam, your eldeſt daughter. Behold, madam, 
two purſes, in each of which are ten thouſand 
pieces of gold, which I make a preſent of to her 
two ſiſters; that they may marry as happily as 
ſhe; for I aſſure you, that in all Perſia there will 
be few women equal to her in ſelicity. As for 
my riches, the preſent I have made your two 
younger daughters will convince yon, that no- 
thing of that kind will be wanting to make 
Gulendam perfectly ſatisfied. The good lady 
was ſo much ſurprized at his compliment, that 
for ſome moments ſhe could not perfuade Herſelf 
that ſhe” did not dream; at length, ſhe in the 
warmeſt terms gave thanks to my huſband, and 
as a return of the favour ſhe had received, ſhe 


commanded her daughters to enter and give him 
thanks; 
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thanks; he was quite aſtoniſned at their beauty, | 


but eſpecially at the charms of Gulendam, whom 
he. found to be in truth a moſt finiſhed young 


lady; upon which he pulled out of his pocket 
a thread of pearls, and two bracelets of rubies 


of a very conſiderable price, intreating her to 
accept them as ſent by his ſon, who loved her 
moſt tenderly, and ſighed with extreme paſſion 
to become her ſpouſe. 


Gulendam was ſurpri 


that ſhe ſhould receive the preſents in / conſe- 


quence of the marriage agreed on, between her 


— 


zed to the laſt degrees | 
ſhe bluſhed at being unveiled; before a man; but 
however, when her. mother had given hex orders 


and Albaert, ſhe, like a wiſe maiden, ſubmitted 


to her advice, and received the marks of her 


future ſpouſe's affection. My ſon, continued 
Karabag, preſſed earneſtly to make an end of this 


affair, and we being very; willing that he ſhould 
languiſh no longer than decency required, in eight 
days the whole matter was adjuſted, and he 
married this amiable woman, with whom he 


has lived for the ſpace of five years, in the moſt 


perfect union. 


For ſome time after their marriage, Gulendam, 


wearied her herſelf with endeavouring to remem- 
ber where ſhe had ſeen l band, for ſhe 
could not beat it out of her head, but that ſhe 
knew his face perfectly; at the end of a month 
my ſon acquainted her of the innocent artifice he 
had made uſe of ; ſhe bluſhed extremely at hear- 
ing the ſtory, for which Albaert apologized, and 
endeavoured to make her ſenſible, that there 
was no harm in the device, eſpecially; conſider- 
ing he from thence had acquired the happineſs 
of becoming her ſpouſCCCCe. 
Bahalul, having all the reaſon imaginahle to 
be ſatisfied with his condition, thought it but 
juſt that he ſhould bey nde vow he had made to 
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the Prophet, by going in Pilgrimage to Mecca. 
For this end he left Ormuz, and after many 
fatigues, arrived at Gidda, from thenceb he went 
by land to Mecca” in three days, where he per- 
formed all the duties and ceremonies required by 
our religion. Afterwards he took the rout of 
Medina, with the Caravan, and having viſited 
the tomb of the Prophet, he returned happily 
to Ormuz, where we lived in perfect tranquility, 
till about ſix months after, when a melancholy 
accident reduced us to a very ſad condition. 
My ſon, his wife, and myſelf, went half a league 
from Ormuz to a little pleaſure-houſe, whichmy 
ſpouſe had built there. Bahalul, and his ſlaves 
remained in town, and a fire happening in that 
rt of it Where we dwelt, it burned ſo furiouſ- 
Iy, that our houſe'was in a quarter of an hour's 
time burnt down to the ground, and, Bahalul 
with all his ſervants periſhedi therein, together 
with all our riches, which wert either deſtroyed 
by che flames, or pillaged by the mob. judge, 
my moſt noble auditors,” ſaid Karabag, the ex- 
ceſſive grief we were overwhelmed: with on this 
occaſion, when, to the loſs of Bahalul, we had 
added, that of his Divine Powder, Which was 
the ſource of all our wealth, doubtleſs it was 
conſumed with him, and we were reduced to 
live very frugally upon the little we had left 
in the country. However, When we had dried 
bur tears, we began to accuſtom ourſelves to live 
In a manner proportioned to our ſmall remaining 
ſtock; we went on at this rate for ſome time, 
till my ſon had a very exttaerdinary dream, 
wherein he beheld à very vensfable old man, 
who ſpoke to himlin theſe terms. „ Albaert, 
if thou wilt poſſeſs more riches ihan thou haſt 
1oſt by the death of thy father, go to Chitor, 
_ {the city of # Province in the Empire of the Great 
Mogul) there thou ſhalt find in the Porch of 
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the principal | Moſque a blind man, who will 
diſcover 64 thee ee of ineftiniable va 
Jae.” My ſon: did not give much attention to 


this dream, he took it for the effect of a 
heated imagination, until it was repeated a 
ſecond and a third time; then he communicated 
it to us, and ſeemed deſirous of performing 
this journey to Chitor, But we not having 
money enough to defray the expence, cared 
not to ſell our countr manſion to make it up, 
upon the credit of 4 dream. While things 
were in this ſtate, one day as I returned from 
the Bath, a Eunuch flipped into my hand a 
-billet- from the Princeſs Canzade, which ran 
in the following terms :- 

J am not able to be long without the geht 
of you, my dear nurſe, as you have at all times 
liberty to enter the Seraglio, fail not to come 
immediately, for T have ſomething to commu- 
nicate to . on the utmoſt, eos e a 


| ese ARE eue 


EVENING V. 


The | Cenclullan of KARABAG: 
| ech. 3 | 


- e166. 537 10 35925 Kat | ' 

IS ſoon as 1 nad Wirsiped this: 1 1 bur 
N ried to the Palace, Where 1 found the 
poor Princeſs diſſolved in tears; as ſoon as I 
came in, ſhe embraced me tenderly, but it Was 
à quarter of an hour before ſhe could reco- 
ver herſelf, as well as ſhe could. Karabag, 

ſaid ſhe, do you love: me well enough to zun 


a conſiderable hazard for my lake. Toes, 
H 2 A net 
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not doubt it, Madam, #nſwered I, there is 
nothing I would not undertake for your ſervice : 
*Tis well, replied the Princeſs ; there are ten 

| purſes, in each of which are ten thouſand pieces 

| of gold, beſides a parce] of diamonds, which 
| you may diſpoſe of, if you think fit; procure 

me by to morrow night a veſſel in which J 


| [ | may depart from this . accurſed place, where I 
| am continually beſet with horror, and where I 
hall be unable to ſupport life, if you deliver 
me not from the evils 1 ſuffer. Don't loſe time 
in reaſoning with me; my reſolution is fixed, 
and my moments are too precious to be employed 
in uſeleſs debates ; go then, return in the even- 
ing, and let me know: at what hour I may de- 
part. I ſtood motionleſs at hearing theſe or- 
1 ders from the Princeſs, and was ſo ſurpriſed that 
I knew not what I did; at length, I gathered 
1 + ſenſe enough to ſpeak. My dear Canzade, 
faid I, I n diftraBed, at what I hear, have 

| | you weighed this ſtrange reſolution? Have you 
= conſidered the dangers to which ſuch a flight 
1 will expoſe you? I tell you I have, cried the 
Princeſs, who, as ſhe ſpoke, drew a poniard, and 
elapped the point of it to her breaſt: Obey me 
therefore, continued "ſhe, in providing for my 
Night, or leave me at liberty to take away that 
life which is become ſo odious to my ſoul. 
When we are at a diſtance, I ſhall have leiſure 
to inform you of the cauſes of my griefs, and 
you will then agree with me that they were in- 
capable of any other remedy than death or flight. 

- There was nothing left for me to reply, ſe I con- 
tented myſelf with promiling the Princeſs, that 
J would not fail returning in the evening, and 
then took my leave. As ſoon as I came home, 

1 told my ſon and daughter all that had paſſed 
between the Princeſs and me; Iobſerved to them 
how lucky an opportunity this gave us of going 10 
PESOS P 


_ 24 


Chitor ; this ſo pleaſed my ſon, that ſhuiting our 
eyes againſt, all dangers,' we inſtantly reſolved 
upon the thing, and in order thereto, conſigned 
the care of our farm to the only ſlave we had 
left, of whoſe fidelity however we had many 
and inconteſtible proofs. Albaert delayed not 
a moment in making the neceſſary proviſion for 
our eſcape, and luckily met with a captain of a 
veſſel, who, by the perſuaſion of a thouſand 
pieces of gold, undertook that very night to begin 
his voyage. Kis O67 $6841 1+ 38 Ns 122 

J had agreed with the Princeſs, that at the 


* 


duſk of the evening, ſhe ſhould ſend to the 


orch of the principal Moſque in Ormuz, the 
ame ſlave wha had brought me her letter, to re- 
ceive my anſwer; when he came, I had a billet 
ready, wherein I gave the Princeſs to underſtand, 
that her orders were obeyed, and that I waited 
for her at the port of Ormuz, whither ſhe came 


about ren-o'clock at _ cis in Rags xp: 
by the Eunuch, who had 


parel, attended only 
brought her former meſſages, I preſented to 
her my daughter, who was alſo dreſſed in men's 

cloaths, and having found out the captain, he 
carried us immediately on board his veſſel, where 
wie were no ſooner gat, but he inſtantly fet ſail 
for the mouth of the Indies; as we had the wind 
very favourable, we were ſoon at a conſiderable 
diſtance from Ormuz. Canzade, Who was almoſt 
ſtupified with ſear at her firſt coming on board, 
recovered by degrees her ſenſes; as we had the 


cabin entirely to ourſelves, we omitted nothing 


to bring the Princeſs to a ſtate of perfect trans. 
quilmy; at length, ſhe addrefſed herſelf to me 
in theſe terms. My dear Karabag, what an 
infinite obligation am I under to you, Who have 
hazarded your fortune and your life, without 
knowing the teaſons which moved me to take 
this extraordinary ſtep; however you will not 
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blame me, when you know to what a pitch 
fortune has perſecuted me;” burſting then into 
a flood of tears, ſhe continued for ſome minutes 
filent, and then ſhe went on thus, ——But to 
be ſure, my noble auditors, it will be more 
agreeable to you to hear it from her own mouth, 
and in regard to that pity which you formerly 
expreſſed for her, I am ſure the Princeſs will 
not heſitate a moment, to give you the plea- 
ſure of hearing her adventures. . How, cried 
Gehernaz, is it then the Princeſs of Perſia, 
whom the firft day you were here, we ſaw in 
ſuch 'a diſtreſſed condition: *Tis the ſame in- 
_ deed, replied Karabag, and her ſorrows are be- 
 yond all expreſſion. Madam, ſaid Gehernaz, 
addrefling herſelf to the Princeſs, and embrac- 
| Ing her while ſhe ſpoke, The knowledge of 
your quality intereſts us ſtill more in your fa- 
vour, and increaſes that earneſt inclination we 
had before to hear your hiſtory ; however, as 
it draws very near the time at which we are 
accuſtomed to go to bed, we will remit that 
recital *till to-morrow; in the mean while be 
aſſured, dear Princeſs, that we have a fincere 
concern for you, and that we ſhall omit no- 
thing in our power to do you'fervice.  » 
Canzade ran at that moment to throw her- 
ſelf at the Sultana's feet, for notwithſtanding 
all that Gehernaz had ſaid, ſhe yet took them 
for beings of a ſuperior nature. They imme - 
diately took her up and embraced her, and after 
a thouſand carefles, they gave directions for re- 
doubling that care neat ee hitherto 
had been paid them; and then taking their 
leave, they diſpoſed themſelves to hear with 
pleaſure the next day the ſeries of her adyen- 
tures. dy * - L a. 75 ii e a 116 — | 88 
If the Princeſs and Sultana's were pleaſed with 
the hiſtory of Karabag, the Sultan Oguz, who 
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from the place where he was hid, heard every 
word, was no leſs ſatisfied with her relation. 
My dear Cothrob, ſaid. he to the Iman, when 
they were alone, I am very curious to know 
the ſecret adventures of the Princeſs of Ormuz ; 
I intereſt myſelf extremely in all that concerns 
her, and am confident that ſhe has ſuſtained 
great misfortunes, fince ſhe ſwooned while ſhe 
played on the inſtrument of muſick, either 
from the remembrance of what ſhe had ſuffered, 
or from ſome ſimilitude that there was between 
her own griefs, and thoſe feigned by the poet, 
whoſe verſes ſhe ſung. You will know all that, 
my Lord, ſaith Cothrob, by to-morrow : 1 am 
not ignorant of her affairs, and I may venture 
to affirm, that hapleſs Princeſs has a long train 
of ſufferings to run thro' unleſs J aſſiſt her; 
but you ſhall know all in a proper time. 
Oguz, the Sultana's and Princeſſes attended 
with patience the appointed hour, for returnin 
into the ſaloon ; at laſt it arrived, when Can: . 
zade was intreated to recount her hiſtory, which 
ſhe began in theſe terms. u 


eee eee | 
EVENING VI. 


The HISTORY of GANZ ADE; 
Princeſs of O RMZ. 

7. O WE my birth to Daoud-Can, Sultan of 
Ormuz, and the. Prince Cazin-Can, who fils 
now on, that throne is my brother; the Sul- 
tara, my mother, died as ſoon almoſt. as I was 
| ; | | born; 


— 
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born; a loſs of the greateſt conſequence to 
me, for had ſhe ſurvived, it is highly pro- 
bable I had been preſerved from all thoſe ills, 
which overwhelm me at this moment, The 
perſons, whom the Sultan my father placed 
about me, forgot nothing which might inſpire 
me with ſentiments worthy of a great Princeſs, 
I paſſed the ten firſt years of my life with tran- 


quility enough; From that time, I have ofien 


heard my ſlave diſcourſe of my beauty; but 
with very ill grace, I ſhould repeat the fine 
things they then ſaid of me, conſidering that a 
long courſe of grief and ſorrow, together with 


the fatigue of body, as well as mind, hath now *' 


made ſuch a. change in my countenance, that 
there is fcarce any remains left of thoſe graces 
which they aſſured me I then enjoyed; it is 


however true, that this ſatal beauty of mine 


hath. been the cauſe. of all my miſeries, and 
hath brought it to paſs, that I now lead the wan- 
dering, unfortunate kind of life in which you 
ſee me. I was ſcarce turned of thirteen years 
old, an age at which my thoughts were en- 
tirely innocent, when my brother Cazan- Can, 
who was then eighteen; gave himſelf up to 
continually attending me; he paſſed whole days 


in my apartment, and hated to be any where 


elſe. I who had not the leaſt ſuſpicion, re- 
ceived his careſſes as ſo many proofs of a ſin- 

cere friendſhip, and flattered myſelf with a 
thouſand agreeable hopes of a brother, who ſo 

tenderly loved me: But by degrees, as I grew 
more in years, and had acquired a little expe- 
rience, I began to remark an extraordinary 


fervour, in his behaviour to me; at length I 
diſcerned in his careſſes, the batt an 
unlawful paſſion. As I had therefore miſtaken 
his endearments for the effe& of ajult and a 
| natural *fondneſs 3 began to fear as ſoon as 
9 i the 
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the thoughts I have juſt now mentioned came 
into my Bead, that the indulgence 1 had 
hitherto ſhewn that Prince, might afford him 
room to hope, and put him upon forming de- 
ſigns contrary to the decrees of heaven, and of 
nature. It was not long that I remained in 
ſuſpence; the conjectures I had made were but 
too true, and in a little time Cazan-Can gave 
me an inſtance of that inceſtuous paſſion with 
which he had flamed even from his childhood; 
this ſhocking adventure happened after the 
following manner, L154 „ 
One day when Cazan-Can had been cane 


me as he was won't to do, I could not avoid 
ſhewing ſomething of that repugnance which 
my ſoul felt from his aſſiduities; he inſtantly 
perceived it, and with an air of ſurprize crie 
out, Ah! Canzade, What can this mean? Have 
I done any thing to leſſen your affection to- 


wards me, or becauſe I love you more than 


all things, do you diſlike me, and refuſe me. 
a reciprocal regard? All excelles, replied I, are 
in ſome degree faults, I am content to receive 
from you always, my Lord, the reaſonable, and 
moderate affection, due from a brother to a a2 
ſiſter. Ah! there it is, ſaid he haſtily, there is 
the cauſe of my grief; Canzade, my dear Can- 
zade, make not uſe. of that cruel appellation, 
heaven has therein done me an irreparable 
injury; better had it been for me, that you 
had been the. daughter of the loweſt Peaſant 
than that we were the children of a King: 
Ahl my Lord, anſwered I with aſtoniſhment, 
why ſhould you wiſh. me ſuch a diſgrace ; 
Alas! ſaid Cazan-Can paſſionately, 'tis that 
unlucky tye of blood which is the great ob- 
ſtacle to my paſling my days in uninterrupted 


_ tranquility, Yes, Canzade, I love you, but 
not as à brother, or with that cold, that lan- 


_ guid 
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uid affection, which you requite of me; o 
E. contrary, I A "with a paſhon the 

moſt lively in the world; and unleſs you are 
ſo good as to pity me, 1 ſhall. be the moſt 
wretched of Men. — I fee, my dear Can- 
zade, this declaration of mine has amazed you; 
my paſhon is not without example among the 
Princes my . anceſtors, the Kings who have 
reigned in Perſia have often loved thoſe of 
their own blood; nay more, they have eſpouſ- 
ed their Siſters, yet I am poſitive none of 
theſe Monarchs ever felt a flame comparable 
to that which I feel for you, and which will 
Inevitably reduce me even to death itſelf, if 
you continue to diſapprove my paſſion. 
The moment he finiſhed this ſpeech, I fell 
into ſuch a condition, that I knew not Where 
I was, my mind was racked in that inſtant, 
with an incredible agony, and it was with 
much ado that I recovered. my ſpirits, ſo far 
as to be able to ſpeak. At laſt, I uttered theſe 
words: How could you ſuffer ſuch a torrent 
of baſe and diſhoneſt words, to fall from your 
mouth? Words which muſt render your pre- 
ſence terrible, and the very remembrance of 
Which makes my blood run cold! ſcarce. can 
I believe that my ears have duly. performed 
their office; ſure it is impoſſible that a Prince 
like you, ſhould ſully your thoughts with ſo 


baſe an intention; combat this horrible paſ- 


ion, and do not diſhonour your life: with a 
| Rain ſo black, as can never be effaced, even 
by your blood. I ſee nothing diſhoneſt in it, 
- replied: Cazan-Can; I love you, [becauſe na- 
ture has formed you more amiable than any 
of your ſex; beauty in my Siſter, ſtrikes me 
as much as it would do, if it were poſſeſſed 
by another perſon; and therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding all you can ſay, I ſhall — a 
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love you, with the ſame exceſſive fondneſs, 
to which my heart has been aceuſtomed, to 

which I replied with vehemence, I ſhall from 
this day behold you with indignation ;. and, 
as for your paſſion, I ſhall conſider it as a 
thing which makes you look like a monſter, 
and ſhall continually maintain the highe 

averfion for ſuch deteſtable thoughts, 

It is impoſſible to expreſs to you, ladies, the 
extream grief with which this terrible accident 
filled my ſoul; I endeavoured: by reaſon. and 
argument, to perſuade the Prince to lay aſide 
thoſe baſe thoughts which diſhonoured him, 
but my remonſtrances were to no purpoſe, 
He continued to peſter me where-ever I went, 
and this in ſo open and public àa manner, that 
at laſt it reached the ears of my father, where- 
fore I thought it beſt to apply to him for pro- 
tection againſt my brother; that Monarch was 


enraged to the laſt degree, when he heard what 


I had ſuffered from the” Prince; he called for 
him, and having ſeverely chid him, for the 
villainous intentions he had declared himſelf 
guilty of, he threatened him vith the utmoſt 
effects of his anger, in (caſe he perſiſted, but 
believed the beſt remedy for chis evil, would 
be my ſudden marriage, and the Sultan began to 
look about for a proper match for me. While 
his thoughts were taken up with this matter, 
A fever ſuddenly ſeized him, which in à few 
days reduced him to the very point of death; 
finding himſelf in that condition, he ſent for 
the Prince, and having ordered him to come 

to his bedſide, he firſt tenderly exhorted him 
to lay aſide his impious and unnatural deſires, 
and afterwards laid his malediction on him, 
in caſe he ſhould attempt to force me; at the 
fame time he laid his command upon me, that 
I ſhould never ſully the honour of his family | 


by 
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by ſo deteſtable a marriage. My brother not 
only ſeemed to hearken with great attention, 
but alſo pretended to have a due ſenſe of his 
crime, and with the moſt tender and vehement 
aſſeverations conjured our father to believe, 
that from thenceforward he would eraſe from 
his heart, all traces of inceſtuous love. The 
joy the good Monarch received at this decla- 
ration, wonderfully augmented his fever, which 
notwithſtanding all that his Phyſicians could 
do, increaſed ſo much the next day, that he 
8 in our arms. 5 
The new Sultan, as ſoon as the Angel of 
death had ſhut the eyes of his father, mounted 
his throne, with the loud acclamations of all his 
ſubjects; the firſt thing he did, was to cauſe 
his father's funeral to be celebrated with ex- 
_  traordinary pomp; then for many days he ſhut 

himſelf up, and endeavoured to make himſelf 
maſter of the ſtate of his kingdom. From this 
behaviour I began to conceive great hopes, and 
became in ſome meaſure comforted for the loſs 
of a father who had treated me with the utmoſt 
indulgence, and who was the ſole ſupport I 
had againſt the cruel purſuits of Cazan-Can my 
brother; but how much was I deceived in my 
hopes, how much diſappointed in the pleaſin 
expectations I had conceived, when I found 
that Cazan-Can's paſſion was far from being ex- 
tinguiſhed, and 1 had no longer to do with a 
perſon under the awe of a King and a father; 
2:9 with a Monarch who acted by his own will, 
and might ſpecdily have. recourſe to harſher me- 
thods than prayers, and intreaties. a 
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1 voul# be” to no purpoſe 19 repeat to yo, 
[7 ladies, the diſcourſes Seat. Car made to me, 
in order to induce me by fair means to comply 
with his deſires, or the arguments T offered — 
oblige him to defiſt; it is fufflcient tYat J 5 
form you, my endeavours were altogether in- 
effectual; and that after 4 mort ſpace,” he de- 
clared to me plainly, that his life, depending 
on 4 becoming his ſpoule, he was reſolved 
as a King to compel” my obedience, and that 0 
without any farther diſpute b 

When this | cruel declaration was made OY 
I looked on the Sultan with eyes flaming with 
indignation; I repreſented to him, hols! infa- 
mous ſuch an act would make bitt, not only 
in the eyes of Heaven and of the Angels, but 
of his on ſubjects, and aſſured him, that ra- 
ther than ſubmit, I would lay violent W 
upon myſelf. No 8 Canzade, ſaid he, : 
ſhall not die, I give you eight days to con he 
thoſe ſcruples you have mentioned, and to ſur- 
mount them, at the end of which L expect to. 
be obeyed. I threw myſelf at his feet to no 
purpoſe, he | i no heed to what I ſaid, but 


in the aſſembly of his Viziets, declared I had 
Wot, I. 1 abuſed 


1 
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abuſed his indulgence, and that when the time 
he had ſet was expired he would wait no long- 
er; during thoſe eight days JI ſuſtained inſuffer. 
able torment; on the day the term expired, I 
reſolved within myſelf, to diſſemble with the 
Sultan, and thereby gain an additional time 
to reſolve what courſe to ſteer; when there- 
fore Cazan-Can came to my apartment, I told 
him 1 had, with much ado, conquered the re- 
Pugnance I had hitherto had, as to the propo- 
Tal, made me, conceiving my duty to him, as 
King of Ormuz, freed me from any offence 
which might be included in the ſubmiſſion to 
his will, and that therefore I had determined 
with myſelf to yield to his requeſt, provided 
he wauld grant me a month to re-eſtabliſh the 
-tranquikty of my mind, and to conquer my re- 
maining melancholy. It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs the joy which the Sultan teſtify'd at this 
neſolution ; he .threw himſelf at my feet, with 
the . moſt, extravagant . tranſports,, allowed, me 
the time I had required, and the {ſame day ſent 
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me preſents o an unſpeakable value. 90 
When i] had conſidered attentively the na- 
ture of my own wretched caſe, and the diſpo- 
ſtions of the perſons about me, I began to 
doubt, whether any of them had courage enough 
to aſſiſt me in my eſcape; at length I caſt my 
eyes. on a black. eunuch, who from the ſervice 
of the Sultana, my mother, had paſled into mine. 
I. perceived that he was the only perſon ſenſi- 
ble of my grief, and determined on that account 
to .confide in him; taking occaſion therefore 

"when we. were alone, I ſpoke to him after 
this manner: Schaban, you-ſee in what a cruel 
ſituation of cans L will open to you 

my whole Keart, I have no remedy left but 
death, unleſs you afford me aſſiſtance. Prin- 
TREE ; | J „ 45 "5 HOWWAT 
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what ſervice is it you can require of me? You 
can command me nothing which I will not 
readily do; depend on my fidelity, and be aſ- 
ſured that I will brave even the moſt cruel 
death, to* deliver you out of the hands of a 
2 who would diſhonour you by a paſſion 

eteſtable in the eyes of all good men, You 
muſt then, ſaid 1, And ſome means to deliver 
me out of this palace. That is not impoſſible, 
replied, Schaban, 1 can furniſh you with the 
habit of a man; beſides ſome months ago, the 
Chief gardener dropp'd the key of the walks lead- 
ing from the Seraglio, I found it, and there- 
fore we may eaſily get out: But what will you 
do, when you. are at liberty? Which way will 
you fly from the Sultan your brother, who, 
enraged at your eſcape, will have no kind 
of pity on you if you fall into his hands? 
To prevent that, ſaid I, I will ſend by you a 

| letter to my Nurſe, who lives in a little houſe, 
which is now=all the eſtate ſhe has in the ſub-. 
 urbs of Ormuz; you muſt acquaint her, that 
without delay, ſhe muſt come along with you, 
'Tis a good thought, replied Schaban, I'll un- 
dertake to carry it to Karabag ; he was as good 
as his word; my. Nurſe has related to you in 
What manner I received her; the money and 
jewels 1 gave her for our uſe, and how, by 
the conduct of my Slave, I got out of the pa- 
lace, came to the port and was conducted to 
the veſſel which Albaert had hired for me, 
and wherein, the wind proving favourable, we 
immediately put to ſea. There I had time to 
breathe, and when I came a little to myſelf I 
embraced Albaert and his ſpouſe with my 
Faithful Nurſe, and made them all. the acknow- 
ledgments I was able, for the ſervice they had 
done me. But reflecting that Cazan-Can would 
undoubtedly take every meaſure poſlible to re- 
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cover me. I fell, at the thoughts thereof, inte 
ſuch a fit of trembling and fear, that my Nurſe 
intreated her ſon to ſpeak. to the Captain, 
and, tho' he diſcovered not the true cauſe, pre- 
vailed on him to make all the ſail he could for 
the mouth of the Indies. There in about a 
month we, ariived, without ſuffering any of 
thoſe inconyeniencies, which are common in 


ſuch an voyages by ea ; but as we approach- 
ed the 


ore, ſuddenly a tempeſt ſprung up, 

which ſo furiouſly toſſed our veſſel, that there 
was no hopes of {afety left. The Captain, hav- 
ing in vain exerted all his art, at laſt put out the 
ſhalop, into which we all got, and as ſoon as 
ke had cut the rope by which it was faſtened 
to the veſſel, the ſhip we had left immediately 
funk before our eyes. In twenty-four- hours, 
after much toſſing among the waves, we were 
brought near to the iſlands of Devanduron, 
or the Maldives. | 
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FX7E were half dead with fatigue, when 
* our ſhalop came againſt a rock of one 
of the iſlands, which projected itſelf ſo far 
into the ſea, that it was eaſy from thence to 
go up to the land. Gulendam, Karabag and I, 
wg : N Were 
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were ſo weak and frighted, that we were 
obliged to remain on the brink of the ſhore; 


but the Captain, Albaert, and Schaban climbed 


in their hopes; for they found neither trees 
nor houſe; and were ſatisfied from thence, that 
the place was not only uninhabited, but un- 


fertile. They intreated us, on their return, to 


riſe up and ſeek a place more commodious, 
where we might in ſafety attend what ſuccour 
Heaven in its - mercy, ſhould be pleaſed to 
give us; I, with my face bedewed with tears, 
cried out, under what unlucky planet was I 
born? Ceaſe, Heaven, to' afflit an unhappy 
Princeſs, or, at leaſt, afford me, by a ſpeedy 
death, ſome conſolation. You affli& yourſelf. 


too much my child, ſaid my Nurſe, you have 


all the right imaginable to the afliſtance of the 
Prophet; fear not even now, ſome relief will 


yet he afforded you. I continued however to 
afflict myſelf moſt grievouſly, nothing adding 
ſo much to my tortures, as the reflection of 


having brought the unfortunate Karabag and 
her family into ſuch melancholy circumſtances. 
The Captain of the veſſel, when he heard that 
I was a princeſs, treated me with the utmoſt 


ceremony and reſpe&, and in order to calm 


my grief, be obſerved to me, that his ſhalop 
was not in ſo bad a condition, but that it was 
very practicable to put to ſea in her again, and 
attempt getting over to the coaſt of Malabar. 
The conſideration of what the captain ſaid, 
gave me ſome conſolation; I began by degrees 
to recover courage, and. aſſure them that 1 
would no more: ſuffer myſelf to be overcome 
with ſorrow and deſpair: Riſing up to view the 
ſea- ſide, I ſaw at about fifty paces. from me a 
man lying upon the ſhore; I inſtantly cried 
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out to the Captain, and earneſtly begged him 
to run and fee if it were not one of our ſhip's 
crew, and whether he were yet quite dead, 
and beyond the reach of aſſiſtance; but when 
we came up to him, how much was I ſurprized 
when W my eyes on his turban, I ſaw 
therein a roſe of rubbies, which ſtruck ſuch a 
luſtre as is not to be. expreſſed. Aſtoniſhed at 
this, I began more attentively to conſider the 
unfortunate perſon before us, and both from 
his habit, and his look, tho' the one was ſul- 
lied with the ſcum of the ſea, and the other 
extremely pallid; I could eaſily diſcern that 
he was a perſon of great diſtinction; having 
carried him to as convenient a place as we 
could find, ſet him upright, and waſhed his 
face and neck, we perceived ſome. ſigns of liſe. 
At laſt he opened his eyes, and notwithſtanding 
they were heavy, and languid with the pain 
which he had ſuſtained, and his countenance 
pale, yet there never was any =— ſeen more 
amiable than he, even in that ſad condition. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs to you, the ſtrange 
emotion which 1 felt within myſelf at the fight 
of this lovely ſtranger, who appeared to be 
about twenty years of age; it was ſome time 
before he was able:to ſpeak; at length caſt- 
ing his eyes round upon us, he ſaid, I ſcarce 
know whether by the immediate help of Hea- 
ven, or by your, aſſiſtance I have recovered the 
light; a little while ago I was expoſed to the 
fury of the waves; I combated them as long 
as I was able, and at length my ſtrength fail- 
ing me, I found myſelf thrown. on ſhore, and 
from that time loſt my ſenſes, until you reſtored 
them again; to you therefore, after the Prophet, 
I am bound to pay my thanks! We informed 
him how much our caſe reſembled his; that; it 
was ſomewhat. more than an hour ſince. we had 
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gained the land, that we found it deſart and 
uninhabited, and that we had nothing to truſt 
to, but ſome extraordinary aſſiſtance from 
Heavens: ieee ho 21003 0 4 | 
The lovely ſtranger recovered in a few mo- 

ments his memory and his ſenſes; his eyes 
ſparkled with wonderful vivacity, and notwith- 
ſtanding my diſguiſe, I could eaſily perceive 
that he diſtinguiſhed me, and paid me 12 
reſpect. Tis to you, fair lady, ſaid he, to 
whom I am bound in a particular manner to 
return my thanks; receive then, Madam, all the 
acknowledgments I am able to make. Ah, my 
lord ! anſwered I, thoſe are acknowledgments 
to which I have no right; I acted only as hu- 
manity required, and have thereby happily con- 
tributed to ſave the life of a perſon miraculouſ- 
ly favoured by our Prophet; ſince, had not we 
been ſhipwreck'd, you had been irrecoverably, 
loſt, and yet to what a wretched ſtate, after 
all, are you now recovered, ſeeing our condi- 
tion "ſuffers us to expect no better, than either 10 
periſh here, or to find a grave in the bottom of 
the ſea. At pronouncing theſe words, I ſunk. 
into a torrent of tears, reclining myſelf on the 
boſom of Karabeg. The ſtranger aſſiſted in ſu; 
porting and tenderly. embracing me: * 
ſaid he, you abandon yourſelf too ſoon to deſ- 
pair, Heaven and our holy Prophet are too 
juſt to ſuffer ſo excellent a perſon to periſh, 
hope then, Madam, and dry up thoſe tears. 

As I continued ſtill melancholy and heart- 
leſs, the illuſtrious ſtranger did all Which lay in 
his power to give me ſpirits. Madam, ſaid he, 
the life which you have preſerved, is of too 
little a value to repay the obligations I owe 
vou; mean as it is, I aſſure you with the ut- 
moſt ſincerity, that I would ſacrifice it joyfully 
for your ſervice: do not imagine, fair-one, 
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that heaven would expoſe the moſt perfect of 
Its creatures to -periſh in this 22 the veſſel 


wherein I ſuffered ſhipwreck, bulged no doubt 

upon ſome of theſe rocks, and it is very pro- 

bable that if we take pains to ſearch, ſome of 
the proviſions, with which it was very well 
furniſhed, may be found. Providence, who 
ſo carefully ſuccours all creatures, will never 
ſuffer us to die in this miſerable condition: 
Take courage then, Madam, let us gain yonder 
height, and from thence look out for ſome 
1emains of our wreck, 2255 2 FE nn: 

We followed his counſel, and having al- 

moſt made the tour of the whole iſland, we 
at length diſcovered, tho” at a very great dif- 
tance, ſomething floating on the water; Scha- 
ban, who was a moſt excellent ſwimmer, pro- 
poſed to go for it; and having accordingly 
ventured ſomewhat more than half a league 
into The ſea, he perceived a great coffer and 
ſeveral boxes, which he brought one by one on 
ſhore, we ran very joyfully down to examine 
what they contained, and to ſee the relief 
which Heaven had ſent us. One of the boxes 
had in it thirty large bottles of Schiraz wine, 
two others were filled with biſcuit and dried 
' fiſh, and the coffer contained in it a great many 
very rich habits, which belonged to the ſtran- 
ger whom we had ſaved. It is not to be con- 
dei ved how much joy we felt at the ſight of 
meſe things, which redoubled, when the ſtran- 
ger aſſured us, that there was in the coffer 
ſeveral fiſhing lines and hooks, by which 
means we had it in our power to gain a 
tolerable ſubſiſtence; we therefore gave our- 
ſelves over to the protection of Providence, 
which had ſo kindly preſerved us. We then 
cut down: ſome: branches of trees, and having 

with them reared up a few cabins, we pail 
ag | | 
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ed the night very contentedly, after we had 
refreſbed ourſelves with ſome of the victuals, 
which came aſhore in the boxes. The ſtranger 
next morning, having fully recovered from his 
weakneſs and fatigue, appeared to ſingular ad- 
vantage, and with charms which' diſtinguiſhed 
him from all the men I had ever ſeen; Madam, 
ſaid he, the dreſs in which you appear is by 


no means agreeable to a perſon of your quality, 


and as you have no clothes here agreeable to 
your ſex, be pleaſed to make uſe of. a ſuit of 
thoſe which the ſea has returned to me; we 
are pretty much of a ſize, and you owe it 
to yourſelf that you appear with a luſtre 
worthy of your birth. Karabag and Gulendam 
reſſed me to accept the ſtranger's offer; I at 
fad complied, and choſe a complete habit, 
that was perfectly new, and after that I could 
not refuſe to accept of a turban adorned 
with diamonds of ineſtimable value: It is very 
likely, that this change of dreſs did not a little 
aſſiſt my beauty, and it became impoſlible to 
prevent the ſtranger from making me a thou- 
ſand compliments, and from giving me all poſ- 
ſible marks of his-eſteem, which he did with 
all the. rhetorick he was maſter of, endeavour- 
ing to perſuade me, that what he ſaid was no 
more than juſtice, We paſſed the ſecond day, 
and the ſecond night with ſtill greater tran- 
uility, upon beds compoſed of turf and leaves; 
fr our further conſolation, we diſcovered in 
our iſle a fountain of freſh water. However, 
I muſt acknowledge that nothing contributed 
ſo much to the paſling my time in quiet, as 
the ſight of this lovely ſtranger; for in ſpite 
of all the evils which opptreſſed me, the idea 
of this beautiful youth was continually up- 
permoſt in my thoughts, Fo 
1 . þ 
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Ah! Canzade, ſaid I to myſelf in one of 
my reveries, what a weakneſs is this to find 
ſuch a fatisfation in the converfation of a 
man whom you have” known but two days, 
and who, for all you know, may be a rank 
far inferior to yourſelf; thy thoughts have 
been hitherto innocent, and have rifen only 
from a compaſſton of merit, which to thes 
appears extraordinary; but this will be no ſort 
of excuſe, if you carry your inclinations far- 
ther; for the future, therefore, regard this 
ſtranger no more than any other perſon ; 
check in the beginning a paſſion which muſt 
have unhappy effects; it may be, that he is 
amiable in nothing but his out-ſide; perhaps, 
he is far below you in birth, and even in 
virtue. Ah! better had it been, thou hadfi 
been ſwallowed up by the waves, than that thou 
ſhouldſt be overcome by the charms of this 
ſeducer; you ought to conſider this ſtranger as 
a monſter ready to deyour thee, or, at leaſt. 
vou ought to ſhun him as an enemy, armed 
for thy ruin. | 
Juſt as I had formed this prudent deſign, 
Karabag, acquainted me that the ſtranger was 
at the door of my cabin, and waited for ad- 
mittance,  ' EEE | 8 
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_TTOWEVER well fortified . I might fan- 
1 cy I was againſt myſelf, from the reſo- 
lution, L had taken, I acknowledge it was 
not in my power to refuſe him entrance; as 
ſoon. as he came in, I fund myſelf extreme 
ly touched at his appearance: I thought he 
trembled, and ſhewed other marks of diſorder; 
however, he kept a profound ſilence, but at 
length, he ſpoke in this manner: Madam, you 
don't know all the evils that have befallen 
yon; I adore you, and what gives me the great- 
eſt pain is, that 1 have no way of ſhewing it, 
but by devoting myſelf abſolutely to your will: 
I know this declaration muſt offend you; but 
as my birth hath raiſed me to a capacity of 
thinking of the moſt noble woman in the eaſt - 
for a ſpouſe, therefore do I conceive it pro- 
per to make this diſcovery, in hopes that if 
your Highneſs's heart be not engaged, the pu- 
rity of my intentions might in . ſome meaſure 
atone for this fault. If I was ſurprized at; this 
diſcourſe, I could not find; in my Heart to 
check his love with any harſh: anſwer; to ſay 
the truth, I was extremely embarraſſed What 
to ſay; at length, inſpired, no doubt, by our 
10 LIST I TO Prophet, 
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Prophet, I ſpoke thus: My Lord, if you are 
really of a quality equal to mine, there is no 
teaſon to be offended at what you have ſaid; 
my heart is indeed perfectly unengaged, but 'I 
depend on the will of a brother; if we are ever 
ſo happy to get out of this iſle, you may 
addrefe yourſelf to him; but J muſt from this 
moment entreat you, never to mention your 
love again; on this condition only can I con- 
ſent to converſe with, you for the future. 
Ah! Madam, ſaid the ſtranger, tranſported 
with joy, and throwing himſelf at my feet, 
I ſubmitted myſelf entirely to your will; but 
if you forbid my mouth to teſtify how much 
I. adore you, ſuffer me however to do it by 
my actions; it would be unjuſt to deprive 
me of that ſatisfaction; nay more, I muſt 
entreat of you to know, who the Monarch 
is, on whom you depend. Tis the Sultan of 
Ormuz, replied I. How !- cried he, Is Cazan- 
Can your brother ? And are you the incom- 
parable Canzade? Oh Heaven! how hard is 
my lot, if I muſt obtain leave from that 
Prince to have you for my ſpouſe! I have 
travelled, Madam, through all Perſia, and am 
not ignorant of that horrible paſſion which 
that Monarch had entertained for you, and 
of! the exceſs to which he carried his en- 
'deavours, in order to force your conſent to 
his inceſtuous deſires; and I had ſo great a 
horror, upon me, from what I had heard of 
his treatment towards you, that I did not think 
him worthy of a viſit when I paſſed through 
his territories. © But we are pretty equal in 
rank, for in me you behold the only ſon and 
heir of the Sultan of Viſapour. I ſhould be- 
lieve that Cazan-Can would have regard to 
my quality and my love, if he had not already 
trampled on the laws of nature, which had 
. | abſolutely 
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abſolutely forbid him to aſpire to the poſeſ- 
ſion of you. Say not therefore, Madam, any 
more that you Ld. of all on the will of 
ſo unjuſt a brother, whoſe, injuries to you 
ought to arm all the world againſt him; 
Heaven cannot require, that you ſhould pre- 
ſerve any duty towards him, who has ſo no- 
toriouſly violated the ties of nature towards 

ou. Lo 1 6’»w»„, 
1 It was impoſſible for a perſon to be more 
amazed, than I was at this anſwer of the 
Prince of Viſapour. My Lord, ſaid I, do 
not renew that Grief which I. ſuffer, by ſpeak- 
ing of the paſſion of a brother I abhor, and 
who is the ſole cauſe. of my misfortunes ; for 
in flying from him, we ſuffered ſhipwreck on. 
theſe rocks, In, our preſent condition I think 
it by no means proper to engage in an amour, 
which would but add to the pains we. en- 
dure; for I have read in the Perſian Poets, 
that love diſturbs our reaſon, and I have now 
full occaſion for my little ſtock. We paſſed. 
good part of the day in diſcourſes, of this 
kind; and the night following, as I lay on 
my bed of leaves; I believe I fell into a 
ſound ſleep, in which I ſaw, what I am go- 
ing to relate, in a dream. Methought the: 
Prince of Viſapour preſented, himſelt before 
me, with an air of greater modeſty, than I. 
had ſeen him put on: Canzade, ſaid he it is 
in vain for you to diſpute your heart, with 
me any longer. Mark me, I am going to ex- 
plain what will hereafter befal you: It is 
written in the book of divine, decrees, .you., 
are given to me; I aſſure you, from our ſo- 
| v Prophet, that your heart is to be. 
wholly mine; and I ſhall force your brother 
to conſent to our nupti alls. 

n |" I awakened 
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I awakened at that moment, ſcarcely per- 
ſuading myſelf that I had ſlept; nor could I 
well diſtinguiſh whether I was to believe what 
I had heard, as. a- meſſage really ſent from 
Heaven, or as a dream. Ah! great inter- 
preter of the will of Heaven, ſaid I, thou 
mighty founder of our religion, divine Ma- 
homet, is it poſſible that my deſtiny is ſuch, 
as was told me by the lips of the moſt ami- 
able of men? If it be the will of Heaven, 
I ſhall indeed reſiſt in vain; yet I will con- 
tinue on my guard againſt the charms of this 
ſeducer. The next day, I found I did my- 
ſelf great violence, 1 diſguiſed the real 
ſentiments of my Heft from Cothbedin, that 
was the Prince of Viſapours name. I am 

afraid, ladies, that you will not have indul- 
| gence enough to excuſe my weakneſs: in or- 

der to induce you thereto, I ſhall not urge 
the extraordinary merit of that Prince, but on- 
ly obferve, how much I was under the pow- 
er of; deſtiny, which will ſufficiently excuſe 
me, when you have heard the remaining part 

of my ſtory. *- © 3 
During this ſpace, we lived pretty much 
by ourſelves. The Captain, Albaert, and my 
. Eunuch, made good | uſe of their fiſhing- 
tackle, and brought us daily freſh fiſh, -of 'a 
very pleaſant taſte. We began, to accuſtom 
ourſelves pretty well to that kind of life; 
however it happened, that the Prince, the 
Captain and Shaban, going a fiſhing together 
early in the morning, perceived on the coaſt 
of the iſland, two veſſels engaging in a fight, 
one of which | defended herſelf” but weakly ;- 
and thoſe who were in her, endeavoured, as 
much as they were able, to gain the ſhore 
of our. iſland; They were very attentive to 
ſo extraordinary a fight, and that they might 
GER: | obſerve 
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obſerve it with leſs danger to themſelves, they 
lay proſtrate on the ground. The weaker. :vel- 
ſel at length ran aground, when the crew im- 


mediately jumped out and gained the beach, 


where they put themſelves in a poſture of 
defence, Their enemies followed their exam- 
ple, and ſeeing thoſe whom they purſued on 
ſhore, they waded after them through the 
water, which reached up to their girdles, 
Their chief advanted at their head, with a 
ſtern countenance, and covered with blood; 
his ſoldiers followed ' him with great -eager- 
neſs; but thoſe who came firſt on ſhore, 
tho' they were weaker, and fewer in number, 
yet having gained an advantageous ' poſt, they 
defended themſelves therein with extraordi- 
nary courage, to which they were chiefly ani- 


mated by the example of their Captain; in- 


ſomuch, that the other ſhip's crew met with 
much greater reſiſtance, than they icemed to 
expect, from perſons who had already ex- 


hauſted ſo much of their ſtrength, in a long 
and bloody combat; but deſpair affordea them 
ſuch a ſupply of fpirits that they killed a 
great number of, their antagoniſts; but theſe 


laſt, receiving à recruit, not only of ſoldiers, 
but of ſeamen from their veſſel, began to 
gain ground; the chief however of the de- 


clining party, behaved himſelf with invincible 


reſolution, and fought with the greater cou- 


rage, as he had to engage with barbarous men, 


void of generoſity and pity; until at length 
he was on the point of being overpowered 
by numbers. The Prince of Viſapour, obſerv- 
ing this, propoſed to the captain of our vel- 
ſel, to go and aſſiſt that brave man, who, 
with ten or twelve gallant officers and ſol- 
diers, were on the point of being cruſhed by 
their enemies, who were more than forty in 
| K 2 . number. 
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number. Our Captain, who was naturally 
courageous, heſitated not a moment, to com- 
ply with the propoſition made him by Coth- 
edin; and Shaban, having demanded permiſ- 
hon to combat by their ſides, they all three 
ran to the ſuccour of their diſtreſſed chief; 
both parties were ſenſible of the alteration 
their preſence made, the ſtronger from the 
damage they received, and the weaker. from 
the. glorious actions they ſaw them perform; 
for Cothbedin ſoon laid ſix- of the enemy dead 
at his feet, by which he ſtruck aſtoniſhment 
- and fear through the reſt of the combatants. 
Ihe chief of the hitherto conquering party, 
had purſued the fatigued and wounded 
Captain of the weaker ' ſide, to a rock, againſt 
which he reclined, and was on the point of 
thruſting his ſword into his boſom, when the 4 
Prince of Viſapour attacked him; with the RY 
firſt blow, he diſabled, and by the ſecond he 4 
deprived him of life: Chear up your ſpirits, 9 
ſaid the Prince, to that noble perſon whom # 
he had relieved; do you not perceive how 1 
Heaven intereſts itſelf in your Sr, endea -H 
vour then to make a proper uſe of its af- 5 
Hſtance; rally the few dependants you have 
leſt, and let us charge theſe barbarians, with- i 
out - doubting of ſucceſs. This exhortation had 4 
its defired effect; that chief returned to the 
action, his men reſumed freſh courage, and 
1heir enemies fled in their turns, and endea- 
voured to regain their ſhip ; but this glorious 
Hh#ndful of heroes, - throwing themſelves in 
their way, choaked up their retreat, until with 
their ſwords they had diſpatched them every 
"HUG | „ | 
The combat being. thus put to an end, the 
officers and ſoldiers ranged themſelves about 
their chief, who was leſs ſolicitous to find 
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a remedy, than to expreſs his gratitude to the 


Prince of Viſapour. We have conquered, Sir, 


ſaid he, but that conqueſt is folely owing to 
you, and may Heaven puniſn me as the moſt 
ungrateful of men, if I do not ſhew, to the ut- 


moſt: of my power, the ſenſe I have of your 
favours! Sir, | ſaid the Prince modeſtly, if I 
have ſaved your life, you have it in your 


power to return that courteſy immediately; 
for if in vou I have not obtained a"deli- 
verer, my life muſt be quickly loſt in this 
place, and not ſo only, but here alſo: wy 
loſt the moſt amiable perſon in the world, 
and one whom my ſoul adores. Oh Hea- 
vens! cried the warrior, Is it poſſible that I 
am ſo happy, as to be able to requite the 


kindneſs you have*done me? Cothbedin then 
related: to him, in as few words“ as poſlible, 
the manner in which we had been ſhip- 
wreck'd, the courſe of life: we had led, ſince 
our being on the iſland, the fears we were 


under of periſhing there, or at leaſt. of lan- 


guiſhing in a deplorable condition. The ſtran - 
ger liſtened with at:ention, commiſerated our 
misfortune, and--promiſed to do all we could 
aſk or wiſh for our relief. He would even, 
in the weak condition he was in, have pro- 
ceeded to make us a viſit, but that he was 


diſſuaded therefrom by the Prince, who re- 
preſented to him, that in his own veſſel he 


would receive better refreſhment, . than we 

could poſſibly afford him, aſſuring him at the 
ſame time, that he would not fail to bring 
us all on board. S 


The ſtranger having yielded to the Prayers 
of the Prince, and being carried on board his 


veſſel, Cothbedin was firuck with the greateſt” 


amaze, when looking round, he perceived 
«FA K 3 . 
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neither the Captain nor Schaban; he remem- 
bered he had ſeen them fighting with the 
greateſt courage by his fide; he concluded 
they muſt have fallen in the aQtion, and 
therefore with very ſincere tears he lamented 
the loſs of two ſuch excellent perſons; the 
Tenſe of whoſe, death abated much the joy 
he conceived at his victory. He ran how- 
ver to our cabins, and awaked us, to give 
| the news of this glorious action, though, to ſay 
= truth, it was not without an extraordinary 
emotion that I beheld him covered with 
| blood. Ah, my Lord! cried I, are not you 
| wounded? No, Madam, replied he; Heaven, 
| who doubtleſs preſerves me for your defence, 
| permitted not that I ſhould fall in this en- 
| gagement, bui contented itfelf with taking the 
| - Captain of your veſſel and Schaban, who 
bore a great ſhare in the obtaining of our 
conqueſt, and I thank Providence, that Alba- 
4 ert found not that occaſion of exerciſing his 
| courage, which might have led him to the 
ſame unhappy fate. But why, Madam, thoſe 
| tears, will they reſtore life to our brave de- 
parted friends? The preſent time affords us no 
| leiſure for reflections, and uſeleſs complaints; 
| the generous ſtranger, to whom I rendered 
| - this acceptable ſervice, attends our commands: 
| He has given me his word, that he will — 
uns to what part of the world we ſhall pleaſe 
to direct. News ſo agreeable diminiſhed, in 
a great meaſure, the grief which we had con- 
ceived for the loſs of the Captain and our 
faithful Schaban; we ran that moment to the 
coaſt, where we found a ſhalop, which eon- 
ducted us on board a veſſel], wherein, as ſoon 
as we entered, we gave thanks to Heaven for 
our good fortune. e ee Hp 
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Notwithſtanding I looked upon the iſle, 


which we had quitted as a place, which in 
a ſhort time muſt have become my tomb, yet 


I confeſs, I left it not without a ſenſible re- 
gret, which aroſe from this reflection, that 
there I had made the conqueſt of the Prince 
of Viſapour's heart; and Cothbedin acknow- 
ledged that he felt the ſame unecaſineſs at 
leaving it, and owned that it aroſe from the 
ſame cauſe, for that he had conceived there- 
in, that tenderneſs for me, which he believed 
would contribute to the happineſs of his 
whole life. After our arrival on board the 
ſhip, the Prince was informed that the com- 
mander was in no danger of dying, but that 
he found himſelf ſo well, that he was impa- 
tient to ſee his illuſtrious. defender, and all 
his company, when on our coming in, the 
ſtranger ey himſelf to embrace Cothbedin; 


no ſganer had I caſt my eyes on him, than 


with a trembling ſcream, I fell backward in- 
to the arms of Karabag and Gulendam. And 
the Prince of Viſapour was almoſt ready to 
expire when he ſaw the ſtranger, whoſe life 


he had ſaved, throw himſelf almoſt to the 


feet of the bed, {crying out, Oh Heaven! it 
is Canzade, it is the Princeſs of Ormuz 
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Princeſs of ORMUZ, 
( Continued.) 


which I was ſeized when we were ex- 
ofed to the fury. of the waves, or thoſe 
- dreadful apprehenſious which JI felt when I 
conceived myſelf ſhut up to be ſtarved in 
that defart iſle which we had quitted, muſt 
be allowed far inferior to the hideous ſhock 
I received at the ſight of Cazan- Can, for it 
was int6: his power, Ladies, that I was fallen; 
the dread it. ſtruck on my ſpirits, made me 
continue for a long time in a moſt deplor- 
able condition; I was not long however in 
my . diſtreſs, for if I lay motionleſs through 
fright, Cothbedin ſcemed rivetted to the ground 
on which he ſtood; while my brother had 
ainted in his viſage, that fury with which 
his ſou] boiled, Immediately after, a tranſport 
of a joy ſhewed itſelf in his countenance. 
Oh! Heaven, cried he, you have given me 
back Canzade in a moment, when I had loſt 
all hopes of ever ſeeing her again. Then 
addrefling himſelf to me, I perceive you are 
ſtill, ſaid he, the ſame inexorable and cruel 
Princeſs,” and that you' behold me now with 
eyes: full of hatred, and as a monſter, the 
moſt furious, and abandoned. the world * 
| | law. 


A | LIL that I have ſaid of the terror with 4 


ſaw. As the condition into which I fell at 
the fight of him, felt Cazan-Can without 
hopes; ſo the very horror I left at his pre- 
ſence, gave me courage enough to reply. It 
is true, my Lord, ſaid I, that I am ſeized 


| with the moſt terrible apprehenſions at falling 


into your power, and that my ſorrows are as 
great as my joy would have been, had I in 
you beheld a brother, regarding me only in a 
manner ſuitable to your duty; but know, 
Prince, that as I had \courage enough to ha- 
zard ſuch dangers to eſcape from you, fo I. 
perſevere ſtill in the ſame reſolution, and will 
readily undergo the moſt tormenting death, 
rather than, ſubmit to your deteſtable deſires. 
Ah! cried Cazan-Can, I am not now at a 


loſs for the cauſe of your flight; it was not 


only the hatred of a brother, which deter- 
mined you thereto, but the more lively ſen- 
timents of your KEirt for another; of which 
I cannot doubt, when I ſee you with this va- 
liant ſtranger, Whoever thou art, continued 
he, turning to the Prince of Viſapour, thou haſt 


-made me pay dear for the benefit I received at 


thy hands, for I find myſelf now in a more diſ- 
treſſed condition, than that from which you re- 


lieved me; ſince I cannot, without ingtatitude, 


take away thy life, nor while thou art living en- 
joy any ſatisfaction in my own. Theſe words, 
with the air in which they were ſpoke, made me 
tremble and change colour, while in Cothbe- 
din's face I eaſily perceived that it was ſolely 
the fear of diſpleaſing me, or bringing me into a 
worſe condition than that wherein I was, em- 
baraſſed him ſo much, that he was not able to 
anſwer. My Lord, cried I to the Sultan, I with 


that Mahomet, our glorious Prophet, may leave 


me without ſuccour, in the midſt of my misfor- 
tunes, and never liſten to my prayers, if ever 1 
25 | beheld 
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beheld this ſtranger before I was forced a- 
ſhore on that barren iſland to preſerve my 
life. Alas! replied Cazan-Can, what fignifes 
it to me, whether he had any hand in your 
flight or no; ſince he has found the ſecret of 
pleaſing you, which I too viſibly perceive from 
your diſcourſe; beſides, as he himſelf has told 
me, that he adores you, ſo eyes like mine are 
not to be deceived or hindered from perceiv- 
ing that you bear him a reciprocal affection. 1 
know too well for my repoſe, the great and 
amiable qualities of this valiant youth, not to 
believe that he has made any impreſſion on your 
Heart. My Lord, interrupted Cothbedin with a. 
countenance bold, and undiſmay' d; I know 
very well that I poſſeſs none of thoſe qualifica- 
tions that you have aſcribed to me, and I am 
ſenſible alſo that there is nothing in my perſon 
that could have any effect on the mind of ſo 
accompliſhed a Princeſs; this I ſincerely be- 
lieve of her ſentiments, and as to my own, you 
know them already, nor ſhall I endeavour to 
diſſemble them from the fear of any death you 
can inflia, and of which, at its neareſt ap- 
proach, I ſhall not be afraid; tho' no man be- 
fore you, was ever hardy enough to menace 
me in ſuch a manner, You endeavour-in vain 
to diſguiſe yourſelf before me, ' replied Cazan- 
Can. I ſee by your perſon that your birth is il- 
luſtrious; let me not therefore know who you 
are, fince fortune has already given me more 
than ſufficient matter to exerciſe. my virtue; I 
am unwilling to be ungrateful, or to injure my 
preſerver, ſay nothing then, that may hinder 
my triumphing over thoſe evils, with which I 
am at preſent overwhelmed, 3 
The Prince heard all this with the utmoſt im- 
patience, and at length, caſting his eyes upon 
me, with a look whereby he intended to e 
ds I the 
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the unfortunate ſituation he found himſelf in; 
my brother ſurpriſed us at that inſtant, and per- 
ceiving, no doubt, a reciprocal tenderneſs in 
our glances, it put him into ſuch à fury, as 
would not ſuffer him to diſſemble. This is too 
much, cried he: Is it thus, audacious ſtranger, 
that you keep the bounds that I ſet you? You 
ſhall not long have it in your power to augment 
the paſſions which diſtract my breaſt; ' depart 
and leave me at liberty to deliberate on your 
deſtiny and my own. My deſtiny, anſwered | 
the Prince of Viſapour fiercely, had not now 

depended on thee, if my valour had not pro- 

longed thy life! I acknowledge it, returned = | 
Cazan-Can, and if what you ſay were not truth, | 


I ſhould not heſitate a moment in reſolving af 
ter what manner to treat you, You: may treat 
me in what manner you -pleaſe, anſwered: Coth- 
bedin, going out of the chamber of the Sultan; 
and laying his hand upon his ſword, 5 
The ſurgeon of the veſſel, fearing that a con- 
verſation in which the paſſions: had ſo great a 
ſhare, ſhould injure my brother's health, en- 
treated him to moderate his reſentmerit ; but, 
finding his wounds grew worſe, he reſolved to 
go aſhore on the ſame iſland from whenee Wwe 
departed. All that day my brother cauſed me 
to be kept under guard. Towards evening he 
called for me, and after many hateful diſcour-! 
ſes, to which I anſwered with a great deal of 
firmneſs; he told me he had determined what to 
do with the valiant ſtranger, Who troubled his 
repoſe, and ordered that he ſhould be conduct- 
ed into his cabin. Cothbedin, being informed 
that the Sultan deſired to ſee him, came into 
his preſence with an air perfectly calm and re- 
ſigned, My brother looked on him for ſome 

time with profound filence; Brave ſtrunger, 

ſaid he, Heaven is my witneſs, that I retain a 

| DS Proper 
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proper ſenſe of that benefit which you have 
conferred upon me, and I am reſolved ſuitably 
to acquit myſelf of my promiſes, of conducting 
you wherever you would ; chuſe any place then, 
except my dominions, and my veſſel ſhall tranſ- 
port you thither; remember that you ſet not 
your foot in my country ; prepare to depart im- 
mediately ; let this be an eternal ws "Le" IH 
and think no more of ſeeing the Princeſs of. Qr- 
muz, unleſs you have a mind to run on certain 
death. - mY ON” 7 

Cothbedin would certainly have replied with 
the ſame haughtineſs, if he had not. feared to 
augment my misfortunes, I am ſufficiently paid, 
| ſaid he, for the ſervice I have done you, by 
your permitting me to depart; ſuffer me then, 
continued he, to go into the veſſel which was 
pour enemies, who were doubtleſs pirates; ſend 
me on board in your boat; and let me have one 
of your ſeamen who is capable of cartying me 
to the next port. Cazan-Can, charmed with 
the reſolution of Cothbedin, ſent immediately 
to viſit the veſſel, and ſee in what condition it 


was. In it they found twelve captives chained | 


and ſhut under hatches, the pirates, who had 
left them in that condition, being ſlain, in that 
engagement. Theſe twelve unfortunate perſons, 
were in a. moſt deplorable ſtate, and almoſt 
famiſhed to death. The Prince of Viſapour 
cauſed their chains to be taken off, and finding 
among them ſix ſeamen, capable of managing 
the veſſel, which had in it proviſions ſufficient ; 
the Prince, went immediately to take leave of 
the Sultan, telling him at that audience, that as 
there was no neceſſity for his making uſe of any 
of. his ſeamen, ſo he would not leſſen the num- 
ber of the Sultan's crew. | You make me ſenſi- 

ble, ſays Cazan-Can, of your generoſity, by , your | 

refuſal; and of the delicacy of your foul ; You 
— $0 DE Aare 
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are reſolved to have no obligation to me; the 
veſſel is your own by right, of conqueſt : Adieu, 
then, brave ſtranger; accuſe my ill luck, but 
charge me not with ingratitude. But mem- 

ber, that we are to meet no more, and that Per- 
ſia is a country, in which you cannot reſide. 
You need not have given yourſelf the trouble 
of this declaration, ſaid the Prince, if ever we 
ſhould meet again, let it be where it will, I 
hope, that rencounter will be as favourable to 
you as our firſt. Then, without ſtaying for the 
Sultan's anſwer, he retired} to go on board his 
own veſſel, not having the power of uttering 


an adieu. 
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Confeſs, continued the Princeſs,. I felt an, 


1 extreme grief when I ſaw the veſſel of. 
Cothbedin under ſail; and what made it the 
more cruel, was the obligation. I was under to 


diſſemble, for fear of making the Sultan yet 
more angry. Six days we continued in our 
iſland, and then, believing himſelf pretty well. 


recovered, we embarked. in order to return to 
Ormuz. In our voyage, Cazan-Can found him 


ſelf extremely ill; he was obliged to go on 
ſhore at Malabar, from whence he cauſed WB 
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ſelf to be carried to Cananor, where he took 
proper meaſures to be perfectly cured. He 
thought it neceſſary, however, to ſend one of 
his ofacers to Ormuz, in order to be informed 
of the condition things were in, and to carry 
his orders; for he began to be apprehenſive 
that the paſſion Which he had conceived for 
me, might have made him ſo hateful to the 
grandees, as to put them on attempting ſome in- 
novations in his abſence; and he was the more 
diſturbed - at this apprehenſion, , for without 
making. the leaſt proviſion for the adminiſtra- 
Ee of affairs, as ſoon as he had heard of my 
ight, he put himſelf on board the firſt veſſel 
Ji 4hat ſailed, with a very few attendants: He cauſ- 
7 ed therefore a brigantine to be bought, and at- 
| tending the re-eſtabliſhment-of his health, he ſent. 
j advice to Ormuz, that they might expect his 
Ypeedy return. | Ee” 
1 What Cazan-Can ſo much dreaded, had real - 
ly fallen out; Abdarman, Sultan of Balſora, 
mad, during the abſence of my brother, carried 
Ii on ſecret tmitrigues in his dominions, and in 
about two "months, the Officer Tent to Ormuz 
returned, and-brought us this relation : That 
_ Abdarman, takin 1 of the ill thoughts 
his ſubjects had of him on my account, pretend- 
ed that Prince Aoud-Can, our father, had uſurp- 
et the throne from one of his uncles, He re- 
preſented to them, how unfit it was, that the 
ſon and ſucceſſor of this uſurper, whoſe. man- 
nets were ſo depraved, ſhould ſtill remain their 
King, He backed theſe reaſons with a very 
confiderable naval force, with which he ap- 
prared before Ormuz. He ſoon rendered him- 
{ef maſter of the iſle,” and a part of my brother's 
territories on the continent, but without much 
effuſion of blood; for the principal perſons in 
the Kingdom, were either tertifled by his threats, - 
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or corrupted by his preſents. The Vizier, who, . 
during my brother's abſence, took upon him to 
govern his dominions, was almoſt the only 
erſon that remained faithful to his maſter : 

After he was obliged to quit Ormuz, he affem- 
bled an army on the continent, and offered battle [1 
to the Sultan of Balſora, The Vizier had four | 
thouſand men cut to pieces, and the ill ſucceſs | 
of this engigenent” thUingered all affairs. The "i 
people in that part of 'the Kingdom, Which was 

yet unſubdued, were ſtruck with the greateſt 

panick imaginable. Sag 
Cazan-Can received this cruel news with in- 
conceivable fury, You ſee, Madam, ſaid he, 
turning to me, the fruit of chat love which [ 
have had for you; it was not ſufficient that it 
deprived me of peace throughout life, it has de- 
prived me alſo of my kingdom. ou ſee, by 
that, my lord, ſaid. I, how Heaven puniſhes 
that paſſton by which you have provoked its 
vengeance ;'think not of recovering its favour, 
unleſs you abandon your crime, Let us talk 
no more, cried the Sultan, I am weary” of 
thinking: Let us fly this moment to the aſſiſ- 
tance of my Vizier, if he be yet living, 1 Will 
wipe of his diſgtace, and reſtore my dominions 
to peace, by driving out Abdarman; or at leaſt, 
Madam, I ſhall by my death, rid you of a 
Prince, who, I ſee, you ſtill continue to behold | 
with horror: 'Tis time for action, I will no 
longer deliberate. oy Boon abt | 
Altho' my brother was not as yet perfectly re- 
covered, he gave orders that every thing ſhould 
be got ready for his immediate departure; in a 
few days all things were fit for our failing, and 
Cazan-Can, having ordered the merchandizes to 
be put on board, inſtantly followed them, and 
hoiſted fail ; the winds proving very corttrary, 
it was more than a month later than we intend- 
>. f SY -* eds, | 
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ed, before We arrived at Cape Jaſque. There 
my brother ſent on ſhore one of his domeſticks, 
with orders to go to a ſubje& of his on whom 
he could depend. | Th 
The . Sultan learned, with extreme grief, that 
his faithful Vizier was killed, and that the few 
ſoldiers: that fatal action had left, did not ac- 
knowledge the authority of Abdarman, tho' 
they had nothing to keep their hopes alive, but 
the confidence they repoſed in one Sahed, a 
certain brave man, who for his gallant actions, 
the Vizier had created Lieutenant in the war, 
and after the Vizier's death became chief of the 
army. He had from that time governed with 
ſo much wiſdom and valour, that he recovered 
from the Sultan of Balſora, four of the princi- 
K. cities of his new conqueſt ; whereupon that 
Monarch offered one of his daughters in marri- 
age, with very conſiderable advantages, in caſe 
he would lay down his arms; but that generous 
| warrior abſolutely rejected them, declaring, 
1 that his deſign was to re-eſtabliſh Cazan-Can 
; on his throne, or to periſh in the attempt. This 
ſtory rejoiced my brother exceedingly ; Friend, 
ſaid he, to the inhabitants of Jaſque, my veſlel 
is full of merchandizes, . which I bought at 
Cananor, in order to enter my kingdom with 
leſs danger under the habit of a merchant ; on 
this foot it is, that I would have you aſſiſt me 
to get to my troops, which, if I can once effect, 
I will either fall by the fide of that illuſtrious 
Warrior, or by his aſſiſtance in recovering my 
rights, I will ſo amply reward him, that there 
ſhall no longer remain any. difference between 
his condition and mine. The next day we went 
on ſhore, and my brother having conſigned all 
his effects to this ſaithful friend, he provided 
eight horſes, one for himſelf, one for me, and 
fix for the braveſt of his attendants ; we big. 
7 e 
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ed ourſelves with the neceſſary proviſions, and 
going in a little Caravan, travelling only in the 
night to avoid being known, in three weeks 
time we reached Lar; as we drew near the city, 
we learned that the town, tho' but a ſmall one, 
being built on a rock, and very ſtrong, had not 
ouly reſiſted the victorious army of the Sultan of 
Balſora, on its firſt approach, but held out ſo 
long, that Sahed, who had gained much ground 
ſince the death of the Vizier, came up with his 


troops, and obliged the Sultan to retire to Gom- 


rom. My brother, as ſoon as he arrived, made 


himſelf known to the principal inhabitants at 


Lar, whereupon they crowded to teſtify their 


obedience, by throwing themſelves at his feet. 


Cazan-Can, knowing that Sahed was going in 
purſuit of his enemies, could not endure. to 


live in eaſe at Lar, but reſolved to go himſelf 


againſt the Sultan of Balſora ; he got together 


two hundred , officers and ſoldiers of the gar - 


riſon, and parting from Lar to join Sahed, he 


the moſt ungrateful of men, if I did not teſtify 


_ diſpatched a courier to acquaint the army that he 


was W ain, 2 order to put himſelf at their 
head, to free his ſubjects from the ſubjection 
they had been under to Abdarman, charging 
one of the ſoldiers with the following letter to 
Sahed. | FER 

Brave WARRIOR, * 
© vr thy ſole valour, do I owe my re. eſta- 


* 


bliſhment to my dominions, 1 ſhould be 


my thanks in the moſt lively manner; as it is 
not in my power to give you a recompence in 


any degree, equal to your ſervice, ' chooſe any 


thing in my kingdom, and I ſwear by my hand, 


on which may the Prophet ſhower down thun- 
der if I break my word, that there is nothing 


which-you ſhall not obtain from - | - 
The Sur rx of Qz 2. 
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We arrived after ten days, at a fortreſs which 
Daoud-Can, my fathei, had heretofore built 
between Guitohi and Gomrom, where our il- 
liftrious deliverer lay encamped, attending the 
motions of the enemy. The gates were thrown 
open to us, and we were received with all 
imaginable demonſtrations of joy; we. paſſed 
the night there with great tranquility, expect- 
ing Sahed, who came to receive from the 
Sultan thoſe marks of amity, which he had 
Promiſed in his letter. That Hero, followed 
only by ſix choſen officers, gave notice to my 
brother early in the morning, that they waited 
to pay their reſpects. My brother, on this, 
di ſcovered the higheſt ſatisfaction. My dear 
ſiſter, ſaid he, let us meet this man, to whom 
we have ſo great obligations; we can never do 
too much honour to a warrior, who has not his 
fellow in the eaft. Cazan-Can, having pro- 
nounced theſe words, ran with open arms to 
embrace Sahed; but as ſoon as he drew near 
him, he ſtarted back at once. Juſt Heaven ! 
cried he, who is this I ſee? It is the brave 
ſtranger, who ſaved me in the deſart iſland, 
when I was on the point of periſhing by pi- 
rates. | EN, | 


MOGUL TALES ug 


$$00000000000000 
_ EVENING XII. 


The HIs TrORY of CANZ ADE, 
Princeſs of OR MUZ;, | 


| (Continued,). 


7 18 impoſſible, Ladies, to repreſent the 


aſtoniſhment I was under, at finding in 
Sahed the Prince of Viſapour, I trembled at 
hearing his reply. Yes, my Lord, anſwered 


that Hero, It is I, and if I have not exactly 
complied with your intentions, I hope the ſer- 


vice I have done you, will atone for that fault. 
Your. ſervice, replied. my brother, was what 


I neither wiſhed: for, nor am pleaſed with; 


you know I commanded you never to ſet: your 
foot in my realm, on. pain of being treated as 
an enemy; Why then have you broke thro? 
that command, and put yourſelf at the head of 
my ſubjects? do you not remember that I 
made a ſolemn oath, on no conſideration, to 
ſpare. your life if I found you in my do- 
minions: Chance, (anſwered. Sahed,  coldly 
threw me firſt upon your coaſt, and the deſire 
I had to do you ſervice, retained me there; 
the ſucceſs I have had, might have deſerved 
better uſage from a Monarch like you, Hows 


ever, the letter 1 received. from you —_—_ | 


ſtifled all fears from that raſh and. ill:groun 

ed oath, which you ſwore at our ſeparation; 

Ah! cried my brother with fury, whatever obli- 
. gations 
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ations I may have to you, they are all effaced 
bo your love to Canzade. Tis for her ſake 
only, that you ventured into Perſia, contrary to 
my commands; judge then. what your deſtiny 
ought to be; do not blame me, if. the obligati- 
ons I have to you, both for ſaving my life, and 
my kingdom, yield to the reſentment "ah an 
_enraged lover. Whereupon the Sultan turned 
to his principal officers, who were much aſto- 
niſhed at the diſcourſe, and commanded them 
to arreſt Sahed. As ſoon as Cazan-Can had 
given this order for ſeizing his deliverer, the 
officers who came with him into the hall began 
to mutiny, My brother's fury redoubled at ſee- 
ing his abſolute commands not obeyed; he 
clapped his hand upon his ſword, in order to 
force a compliance, or to fell upon the Prince 
himſelf. That Hero, with great calmneſs, de- 


_  livered himſelf thus. 1 did indeed flaiter my- 


_ ſelf, Sir, with the thoughts of meeting very dif- 
ferent uſage on this occaſion; but all your ac- 
tions agree perfectly with that deteſtable paſ- 
ſion which takes up your heart. After ſaving 
your life and kingdom, I might reaſonably ex- 

ect another kind of return; but I forgive you, 
Sir, knowing well, that whatever injury you 
offer me, will be ſufficiently puniſhed, yet 1 
might, even now, defend. myſelf from any in- 


Talk at the hazard of your life, but I will teach | 


you how. to act generouſly. Tis the Princeſs 
Canzade alone, who can diſarm me, and at pro- 
nouncing theſe words, he laid his ſword at my 
feet, and turning to the Sultan's Offcers, ſaid, 
Execute your ſovereign's order, he will ſoon 
find either my confinement, or death, will bring 
upon him the juſt 'vengeance of Heaven. 
If this ſpeech, pronounced in a tone and with 
an air becoming a Prince, aſtoniſhed and amazed 

Cazan-Can, it threw him, at the ſame time, in- 
5 227 N 0 
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to a violent paſſion. © You come, ſaid he, to 
provoke my rage, and to bring a heavy ſentence 
on yourſelf; that love for the Princeſs Canzade 
which you ſo much glory in, ought to precepi- 
tate you into a tomb, that your death might 
teach audacious youths timely to check their 
ambition.” If I love the Princeſs, replied 
Sahed, ſhe has no reaſon: to be offended with 
my paſſion, | eſpecially, fince ſhe hath been ſo 
much injured by your's ; if I have had the bold - 
neſs to turn my eyes towards that adorable lady, 
my rank might give hopes to my pretenſions. 
_ Conſider, therefore, Sir, how you ought to 
treat a Prince, who has ſeveral kings for his 
tributaries, each of them more powerful than 
the Monarch of Ormuz. Remember too, that I 
have re- inſtated you in that kingdom, which 
you had ſo unworthily governed before. Trem- 
ble now at the fore-ſight of your on blood, 
and the blood of your ſubjects, being ſhed to 

waſh out the ſtains you have brought Fax 0 
yourſelf and them, by the indignities offered to 
me.“ Having pronounced theſe words, the 
illuſtrious warrior went directly to the 3 
which he had made ùſe of before my brother's 
arrival, leaving that monarch in ſo violent a 
rage, that for a quarter of an hour, he was able 
to give it no farthet vent than by fierce looks, 
and geſtures of impatience, which filled me 
with the moſt terrible apprehenſions; at length, 
he ſpoke to this effect. This inſolent ſtran- 
ger is ſo vain as to imagine, that it is he only 
who is capable of making head againſt the Sul- 
tan of Balſora, but I will let him know the con- 
trary; and while he is detained in a ftrift con- 
finement, I will go and command my armies in 
perſon, that the world may be convinced, my 
valour is not inferior to his.” Hereupon he 
gave directions to the Governor of the caſtle, 

| that 
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that he ſhould be very circumſpe& in relation 
to his priſoner, for whoſe ſafe cuſtody he 
ſhould be anſwerable with his life; that he 
ſhould not permit him to ſend away any letters, 

or to hold any correſpondence, and then, having 
drawn together a ſmall body of troops from the 
garriſon of Lar and Guitchi, he marched at the 

head of them to his army. #36 2, 

As the forces of Abdarman were confiderably 
weakened, my brother thought he was in a 
condition to attack him; and as ſoon as he arriv- 
.ed at Gomron, he ſent the Sultan a letter, in'or- 
der to draw him out of his entrenchments. That 
> King and his army were not ignorant of the 
treatment which the illuſtrious Sahed had re- 
ceived, and of the conſternation the news there- 
of had ſpread throughout the camp of Cazan- 
Can, wherefore they heſitated not a moment to 
accept the proffered battle. „ - e 
The two Sultans having made the neceſſary 
diſpoſitions for the enſuing engagement, each of 
them in the moſt pathetick terms exhorted his 
ſoldiers to behave valiantly on this great occa- 
' ion. In the combat, tho' my brother ſhewed 
the | greateſt reſolution, yet as he had, -- Jag 
. conſummate prudence, and his troops heattlels, 
ſince they no longer had the glorious' Sahed to 
command them, it was not long before they 
were broken and fled, the army of Abdarman 
-purſuing and cutting them in pieces. Cazan-Can 
in deſpair, and reſolving not to owe his ſafety 
to diſhonourable flight, fought with great reſolu- 
tion, until at laſt he, and ſome brave officers, 

. who attended him, were overborne by numbers, 

and taken priſoners, That ungrateful Prince, 
who wanted nothing but a victory, to encourage 
him to plunge his ſword into the boſom of 
his benefaftor, when he beheld himſelf in 
chains, fell into a grievous fit ef paſſion, and 

as 
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as his enemies could ſet up no juſt title to the 
crown whilſt he remained alive, we muſt indeed 
oon that he was in a deplorable condition, 
Leaving him, for ſome time, to thoſe bitter re- 

flections, which naturally. reſulted from his con- 
finement; I ſhall now ſpeak of what happened 
to ourſelves, The news of the defeat reached 

in a very ſhort time to the caſtle, where we 
were, and I happened to be with the governor. 
when the perſons arrived who brought the ad-, 
vice of the battle being loſt, and the qd eos — 


priſoner. As ſoon as he had done ſpeaking,:. 


1 defired the governor to conduct me; inſtantly. 
to the apartment of Sahed ; he durſt not dif-, 
obey, and therefore all gates were opened to. 
me, as ſoon as I entered with the officers who 
attended me. My Lord, cried I, Abdarman is 
a conqueror, and the Sultan is his priſoner : 
It is you alone who. can repair the miſchiefs 
his imprudence has done us; for this purpoſe 


I return you your ſword, and doubt nat but qu 


will uſe it on this occaſion; it is true Cazan-Can, 
in your perſon, has violated the moſt ſacred laws 
of hoſpitality; yet as he is ſtill my brother, I 
flatter myſelf, you are too generous not to aſſiſt 
us in this diſtreſs.” Madam (anſwered that hero) 
I receive my liberty from you with all the gra- 
titude imaginable, nor ſhall the ſenſe: of the 
injury your brother has done me, prevent me 


again from hazarding my life to do him ſer- 


vice. I will die, or reſtore to you that brother 
for whom you expreſs ſuch a concern.” G0 
then, ſaid 1, gallant man, expoſe once more your 
life for that ingrate, who has ſo barbarouſly 
repaid the obligations he owed you: But re- 
member, my Lord, in your expeditions, how. , 
great a concern I have for your ſafety, be cau- 
tious too, that you falh not a victim to the unjuſt 
hatred of Cazan-Can, a hatred, which ought to 
| ET 2 cover 
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cover that unhappy Prince with the utmoſt con- 
fuſion.“ Cothbedin made me no anſwer to this, 
but as I delivered him his ſabre, ke kiſſed my 
hand with a degree of tranſport, . 


After this, he drew together our ſmall garriſon, 7 


and with them marched out, leaving only a 

ard to attend me; and as ſoon as he was with- 
out the walls, all the broken remains of the 
Sultan's troops repaired to him, with abundance 
of recruits from the adjacent country, inſomuch, 
that ina ſhort time he was in a capacity of giv- 
ing the enemy a ſecond battle. The ſoldiers 


diſcovered the utmoſt ardour and confidence, 
marching, as it were; to aſſured victory, ſo much 


did they rely on the valour and conduct of 
their illuſtrious General, who, conſidering: the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, thought it beſt to march 
directly towards Gomrom. The Sultan of Bal- 
fora was very greatly elevated with his con- 
queſt, Which he looked on to be deciſive, inſo- 


much, that he neglected that ſtrict diſcipline 
which hirherto he had kept up among his ſoldi- 


ers; their joy made them lay hold on the pre- 
ſent receſs f 

together. The Prince of Viſapour, being inform- 
ed of this, refolved to make uſe of the advan- 
tage, and marching with his ſmall army of fix 
thouſand men, with as little noiſe as poſſible, 


he attacked their camp in the dead of the night, 
With the greateſt vigour; the defendants, being 
drowned in wine and ſleep, ran to their arms in 


tlie greateſt diforder imaginable. 
The confuſion of the troops of the Sultan of 
Balſora, made them an eaſy prey to their ene- 


mies, and victory ſucceeded in a very ſhort time 
to Sahed's attack, leaving him entirely maſter of 
the city, where the enemy had taken up their 
quarters. Abdarman, with his principal Vi- 
ziers, was revelling at Gomrom in the higheſt 


ſecurity, 


rom duty, to drink, and debauch 
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ſecurity, when they were alarmed with the cries 


of the fugitives, and the clamours of the vitors, 


he immediately cauſed the gates of the fortreſs. 
where he was to be ſet open, and the Prince 
and his party inſtantly entered, without the 
leaſt difficulty; for the Sultan of Balſora, be- 
ing totally ignorant of the defeat of his troops, 
imagined that they were a body of his own men, 
ſuddenly attacked; and therefore he made all 
the haſte poſſible to put himſelf at their head, 
in order to encourage them to fate the enemy. 


The Prince, who eafily perceived his error, ſuf. 


fered him to approach very near them, and they 
having cut off His retreat, he rode briſkly/up to 
him, Sultan, ſaid he, you would cruelly: op- 

reſs: You aie my priſoner, Sir; but fear not, 
i hall uſe you well; conſidering the ſmall num- 
ber of perſons you have with you, it would be 
temerity to make a defence, your troops being 
already vanquiſhed, and we maſters'of Gomrom. 
The Sultan of Balſora was greatly ſurprized to 
find himſelf in this ſituation; and in the firſt 
tranſport of his paſſion, took a reſolution, ra- 
ther to loſe his life, than to ſurvive this misfor- - 
tune: He therefore advanced with all the fury 
of a lion, and attacked the Prince in ſuch a 
manner, as put him in very great danger. Coth- 
bedin, found in him an enemy warthy-of his 
utmoſt valour. The combat was obſtinate and 
.doubtful for a conſiderable time, till, at length, 
victory declared in favour of the Prince; Ab- 
darman fell from his horſe covered with 
wounds, of which he expired almoſt as ſoon as 
he toyched the ae If his officers were 
amazed and terrified at his death, they were no 


leſs concerned for their own ſafety, of which 
there ap eared | ſcarce any hopes. 0 The : inha- 
bitants of Gomrom, who had received many in- 
ſults from the victors, had een 
Vol. I, M WET , 
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army of: the Prince, and committed. the utmoſt 
cruelties on the troops of Balſora; and the car- 
nage continued for above half an; hour after 
Cothbedin had given orders to ceaſe haſtilities. 
Some of the Balſorians however got on board 
— veſſels, n lay f in the harbour en put 
to ea 
This victory was nd with ſuch incredis 
ble ſpeed, that tho the Sultan of Ormuz WAS a 
priſoner i in Gomrom, he had not the leaſt notice 
of it. Cothbedin, Who Was willing to ſurprize 
him, having iſſued orders for that, purpofe, 
which were exactly obſerved ; ſo that, the firſt 
account the Sultan had was, brought by the 
Prince Himſelf, who cauſing the doors of his 
apartments to be opened, reſented himſelf be- 
fore Cazan-Can. That ee Prince was ex- 
tremely ſurprized at the ſight of him. His jea- 
louſy however threw. him into a violent fit of 
paſſion. Ah:! cried he, this is toe much: have 
ſubjetts opened thy priſon, in aden to 
ſend ches ro rave me in alismcat Fr ST 
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"wy oT HB JE DIN, wktinudd) the” Princeſs, 
5) ſuffered: Cazan-Can to vent the Whole tor- 
Tent of his rage, and when it was ſpent, he ad- 
| dre led him in theſe terms. Had 1 I continued 
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a priſoner in the fortreſs where you left me, 
Cazan- Can muſt have remained ſtill here, the 
captive of the Sultan of Balſora. That Mo- 
narch is now no more. I ſlew him with my 
own hand, and all your enemies are either kill“ 
ed, put to flight, or made priſoners: And I 
come, my Lord, to let you know that you com- 
„% mand abſolutely here. If What 1 tell you, 
appear aſtoniſtiing aud incredible; yet conſider 
ny behaviour, 5 doubt not that what I ſay is 
true.“ News ſo little expected, ſtruck the Sul- 
tan in ſuch a manner, that he kept his eyes fixed 
on the ground, in a profound reveErie, at length, 
he ſpoke after this manner. I öſee well, brave 
Sahed, that 1 am bound to ſubmit to the moſt 
cruel events, Theſe two ſignal ſervices, which 
you have done, ſuffer me no longer to be un- 
n I. ſee plainly that Heaven declares it- 
elf againſt me; 'receive then as the price of your 
ſervices, the Princeſs Canzade; however, with 
this condition, that you eſpouſe her in your 
own dominions,” I readily accept what you 
propoſe, replied Cothbedin, embracing Cazan- 
Can; nor do I at all doubt, that the Sultan of 
Viſapour, my father, will think himſelf honour- 
ed in your alliance, eſpecially, conſidering that 
he loves me tenderly, and would with joy con- 
ſent to any thing for my ſatis faction. *Tis 
well, 'Prince of Viſapour, anſwered Cazan-Can, 
| 80, take my fiſter at Guitchi, where to be ſure 
ſhe ſtill is; take alſo the beſt ſhip; you can find 
in this harbour, and depart inſtantly together 
for the Indies; only take care, that my fiſter 
enter not your dominions, without an attendance 
ſuitable to her quality,” ei es 
The Prince received this conſent with the ur- 
moſt ſatisfaction. Ah! My Lord, ſaid he to 


my brother, I always believed your * 
would triumph over paſſion. « Hold, crie 
„ Ms ä 
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my brother haſtily. — Begone to-morrow, if it 
be poſſible, with Canzade, that I may never ſee 
her, for perhaps I may not have courage enough 
otherways to bid her an eternal adieu: 
Begone then, loſe no time, carry this 'news, 
which will fill her with joy, as it overcomes me 
with grief: I will give orders for your depar- 
ture.” Cothbedin made haſte to bring me this 
agreeable account. We got the next day on 
board a veſſel, in the port of Gomrom, and ſail- 
ed for Jaſques, where I found Karabag, Gulen- 
dam and Albaert, whom my brotker had left 
there with his veſſel; and having paſſed the 
Gulph of Ormuz, we entered the Arabian Sea, 
Never people were ſo much pleaſed as the 
Prince and I wete, with the — 2 ſituation of 
our affairs; for near a month, all things went 
28 well, when one morning, the Prince 
eing in my chamber, Albaert entered, in a 
_ right: Ah! my Lord, cried he, to Coth- 
dedin, prepare to defend your life, with the 
few men who are determined to ſtick faſt by 
you ; the Sultan of Ormuz has given orders to 
the Captain of the veſſel, to throw you over 
board, and return with the Princeſs. He is de- 
termined to execute their deſign, which was diſ- 
covered to me, bv one of the centinels with 
whom he had tampered, and who, deteſting 
his baſeneſs, has prevailed on ſeveral of the 
ſoldiers to endeavuur to prevent it. I, at theſe 
words, fell in a ſwoon; Cothbedin was extreme- 
ly concerned at the fight ; he recommended me 
to the care of Karabag, and taking his ſabre in 
his hand, went out of the chamber; at the 
door, he found the generous Perſian, who had 
made the diſcovery of Albaert, with about 
twenty brave ſoldiers, who were reſolved to pe- 
riſh rather than he ſhould ſuffer the leaſt inſult. 
— This wicked man, finding his deſign had been 
vac” "Ie. diſcovered, 


their fight, protected him 


and Albaert, hiv 


Kowur TALES. 125 


| diſcovered, and that the Prince Wanted: not ſome 


who were ready to hazard their lives in, his de- 
fence, took immediately a reſolutign * throw 
off all iſguiſe, and to 1 5 on the 16 the 
execrable ſcheme 45 had Fed, w ich he 
conceived it would be no di culty to do, con- 
ſidering the vaſt diſproportion there was be- 
tween thoſe who a 1 Cothbedin, and the 
men who were ſtill obedient to him as their 
Captain. Inſtantly therefore, he N the 
Prince and his arty, who mad o vig rous a 
defence, that 5 aſſailan ts "Bega, to eſpair ; 
In truth, never. did any ind give greater proofs 
of perſonal courag , than this illuſtrious p. 4 
whoſe efforts, being ſeconded by Albaert and 
the generous. Perſian, their valour, fo animated 


thoſe of 2 2 that ſixty of their oppo- 


nents by their 
hours, e Prices ound himſelf ſo nt, 

that Be 92 ſcatct able tꝰ wield his { 70 8. 1 ip ſo- 
much that ſuperior Fon nn, 2 were on the ,point 
of prevailing, & When Heaven ſent two veſſels 10 
our aſſiſtance, wh barge iet ſomething of the 
combat, boarde bur veſſel juſt as the Prince 
ſunk down on th deck; they who were charm; 
ed with the proofs he had 9 10 of Kis walour 1 
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cut in d their e hbe . the 5 
mean time, lay « down to. ref aaa p 4 little, 
ving ebvered him, came; ar at 

tended the Captain, of the ſtrangers, in order to 
know what iſſue this affair would have. That 
chief thought he had not done enough in ſaving 
their lives, if he did not take care of their fu. 
ture ſafety : he therefore gave directions for his 
Surgeons to attend Cothbedin, Albert, and the 
Perſian; they found that their wounds were not 
dangerous, and were of opinion that they want: 
ed only repoſe, _ ſtrangers began now to 


3 look 


ands. However, 20 1wo 
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look to their own affairs; for my part, I quick- 


ly found. my condition more deplorable than 


ever; we were now fallen. into che hands of 


Corfairs, who proceeded immediately to part 
the booty amongſt them, which they had tak- 
en in our veſſel, but gueſs at my grief, when 1 
beheld a few hours after my dear Cothbedin in 
a profound ſleep, carried on the mattreſs on 


which he lay together with the Perſian, and 


molt part of his brave aſſociates, on board one 
of the veſſels, of the Pirates : I expreſſed the vio- 
lence of my grief by the loudneſs. of my 9283 
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The HIS rox of CANZADE, 
Princeſs of OR MUZ; 
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EIS news added conſiderably to my for 
| | mer ſorrows, and the anguiſh I felt on the 
ſcore of this new affliction, put me on frequent 
thoughts of putting an end to my miſerable life, 
by throwing myſelf: out of the cabbin windo 
into the ſea; but Albaert - diverted me from 
theſe deſperate reſolutions, by the repeated aſ. 
ſurances he gave me, that he would oppoſe; 'as 
far as he was able, any attempts of the Pirate, 
and doubted not of ſucc eee. 
The violent agitation in which my mind had 
been during the whole night, which ſucceeded 
that fatal day when Cothbedin was torn from 
me, threw me into a real illneſs; the fever, by 
degrees, became malignant, when. Albaert who 
rightly , judged, that grief was the moſt danger. 
_ ous part of my diſeaſe, endeavoured to give me 
relief by the following diſcourſe, which he 
made at my. bedſide. © I have diſcovered Ma- 
dam, that your new lover is not very well liked 
by the crew; give me leave therefore to make 
the beſt uſe of ſo favourable a conjuncture, and 
Iwill find him ſo much employment, that he 
ſhall not be at leiſure to trouble: you with his 
addrefies. . lere or e 


Albaert 
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Albaert was not worſe than his word, for he 
ve thoſe who attended on me to underſtand, 
that their Chief had reſerved me for his part, 
and thereby deprived them of the moſt valuable 
prize which eould ever fall into their hands; for 
that I was eſpouſed to the Prince of Viſapour, 
from whom any ſum how great ſoever might be 
reaſonably expected for my ranſom, provided 
they treated me with reſpe@, and, on the con- 
trary, if they uſed me ill, they muſt not doubt 
feeling the effects of his fury; ſince as he was a 
puiſſant Prince, they might be ſure he would fit 
out veſſels in ſearch of them, with orders to his 
Officers to put them to the moſt cruef deatlis, in 
caſe, any inſults had been offered to à wife 
whom he adored; whereas if he found ſhe had 
been uſed well, and with fuitable reſpect, he-aſ- 
ſured them that they would be ve wegled in fuch 
a manner as would leave them no longer under a 
neceſſity of thus hazarding their Nves for à fub. 
ſtanse. Theſe reprefentations of Albaert made a 
reat impreſſion on the minds of thoſe to whom 
e ſpoke; at laſt they deputed one of their num- 
ber to repreſent the matter to their Chief, but in 
terms ſo. harſh. and unpolite, that their Captain, 
falling into a violent rage, made no other anſwer 
than by plunging a poniard into his heart. An 


action ſo barbarous, ftruck' the erew with ſuch q | 
horror that they had not the leaſt notion of re. 


18 


venging the death of their comrade; until Al. 
baert, ſuddenly drawing the ſword of the deceaſ- 
ed, immediately ſell upon the Pirate Chief, and 
with one blow cleft him through the head, and 
half way into his breaſt, delivering me by his 
death, from the moſt dangerous enemy TI evet 
had to encounter 
Virtue raiſes admiration, even 4motigſt the 

reateſt barbarians, of which there nevef Was 3 
ſtronger inſtance than what happened on board 

= our 
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our veſſel after the death of its Commander; all 
the crew were ſo much ſurpriſed at the ſtrengin 
and intrepidity of Albaert, that they regarded 
him from that moment, in which he flew their 
Tyrant, with the higheſt admiration, + You-are 
{faid they crowding about him) alone worthy of 
commanding us, wham you have:redeemed; we 
therefore unanimouſly conſtitute. you our Chief; 
we will implicitly follow your councils; we will 
ö reſtore the Princeſs to her 
ſpouſe; and we hope you will then ratify all 
your declarations. os erat et bogus £4 
Albaert made uſe of their kind diſpoſition to 
perform what he moſt defired ; he gave directi- 
ons immediately to ſteer to Dabul, a port in the 


kingdom of Viſapour, where, after a very happy _ 


voyage, we landed very ſafely; as they had al- 
me — ſo 1 had never 
been ſearched for any valuable things I had 
about me. This gave me an opportunity of 1 

ſerving a girdle, in which I had put the beſt of 
my jewels when I leſt Gomrom, I gave it to 
Albaert, and he diſpoſed of it to the Jews at 
Dabul, whereby he. raiſed a hundred thouſand 
pieces of gold; of;theſe he gave fourſcore thou- 
ſand to the crew, who were perfectly well con- 
tented therewith. When we/were left by theſe 

brave men, we took a reſolution. of going by 
land to Viſapour, where we hoped we ſhould 
hear ſomething of Prince Cothbedin, who might 
Pony have delivered himſelf from the pirates 
by a ranſom; but as I had no inclination to be 

_ diſcovered at court, I thought proper to take the 
habit of a+ man, as Gulendam had done. Thus 
dreſſed, we departed. from Dabul and in five 


[ | days reached Viſapour, where, to our great ſor- 


row, we found there was no news to be heard oſ 
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Albaert, by my. order, had an audience of 
the Sultan of Vifapour, and without entering 
into any thing relating to me, gave him a detail 
of his ſon's affairs, his being detained on board 
the Pirate, with the name of the veſſel and of 
the Captain; all which we had learnt from thoſe 
who had ſet us at liberty. That Monarch was 
almoſt in deſpair at the news. However, he 
immediately gave orders, that twenty veſſels of 
war ſhould be fitted out as ſoon as poſſible, in 
order to go in ſearch of, and afford ſuccour to 
the Prince his ſon; for which. purpoſe they were 
commanded to ſcour all the Indian-Sea, and that 
of Arabia. While "theſe fhips were fitting out 
to go in queſt of Cothbedin, I quitted this place, 
leaving a letter with the keeper of the principal 
-Caravenſera, for the Prince of Vifapour, in 
caſe he ſhould return; in which I informed him, 
that after fix months or a little better, I would 
wait for him at Cambay, after I had been at 
Chitor, for which I departed. The joy which 
the very thoughts of meeting with the Prince of 
Viſapour inſpired my heart, ſerved to divert me 
in this new journey Which we took, in order to 


- conſult the blind man to whom Albaert had | 


been directed; nor was it without much fatigue 
that we arrived at the city. As we travelled in 
'a manner purpoſedly deſigned to hinder our 
being known, we immediately took up our 
lodging in. 'a Caravanſera ; — the next day we 
went to pay our devotions at a Moſque, not far 
2 from the gate of which we faw a blind man, 
exactly like him the old man had deſcribed in 
the dream. We immediately went up to him, 
and having given him a piece of gold for an 
alms: Brother, ſaid Albaert, I have traverſed the 
Arabian Sea, a part of the Indian Ocean, and 
have travelled thus far, from Dabul by land, in 
order to ſee you: To ſee me, cried the blind 

| | | | man 
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man in a great ſurpriſe, pray what is there ſo ex- 
traordinary in me, that ſhould engage you to 
come ſo far to ſee me? Leſs than,cight hundred 
leagues will not excuſe; the ſpace of ground we 
have gone, ſaid Albaert; beſides which we have 
paſſed through, in that journey, innumerable 
difficulties; yet ſhall eſteem the whole of my 
pains, very well paid, if you will be ſo good as 
to. teach me what I am convinced. you know. 
You are too generous in regard to me, ſaid the 
blind man, for me to hide from you any thing 
that I know; tell me then, in few words, what 
it is you would-be at? Why then, replied Alba», 
ert, the cauſe of our coming is fairly this, In 
three ſucceſſive: dreams a venerable ald man 
preſented himſelf before me, and directed me 
to come to this city, where at the door of the 
principal moſque, I ſhould: meet with a blind 
man, who ſhould inform me where to ſind im- 
menſe treaſures; for ſome; time I heſitated at un - 
dertaking ſo long a journey, on the mere credit 
of à viſion; but at length I undertook it; as I 
have found you, 1 doubt not but 1 ſhall hear the 


good news. The blind man at theſe words, 


burſt out into A loud laugh. Comrade, ſaid 
he, you muſt certainly be a great fool, to take 
ſuch a curſed long 2 to ſo little purpoſe; 
why, blind as I am, I find I have more wit 


than you, I had have ſuch a dream as this fix 


times over; an old woman did me the favour of 
a viſion; ſhe would have ſent me on much ſuch 
a fooliſh errand : but I thank you, I was for 
taking none of thoſe ſilly jaunts. And pri- 
thee, replied Albaert, where would the old 
woman have ſent you?” © why really, the oddi- 
ties and impertinence of my viſion, ſaid the old 
man, were ſo contrary to common ſenſe, that I 
am aſhamed to repeat it: however, ſince you 
will have it I'll tell you. I was only to ſtep as 

Was | foe: 
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far as Perſia, and to find out the city of Ormuz, 
Within half a league of which, I was to enquire 
out the houſe of one Albaert; and in this houſe 
J was told, there was a little turret of brick 
Which made an angle towards the garden, and 
that behind a-pannel of the wainſcot in that 
turret on which was painted a young ſant, 
with his finger upon his mouth, 1 Won find 2 
kind of a preſs, in which beſides abundance of 
rich ſtones, and pieces of gold; I ſhould diſ- 
cover a bottle full of a miraculous water, which 
ſhould. reſtore to me the uſe of my eyes, and 
that this precious liquor was made by one Baha- 
lul, a great philoſopher, and a friend of our pro- 
phet. You hear then the circumſtances which I 
yet remember; this old woman appeared to me 
ſeveral times, but I regarded the whole as a 
whimſical repreſentation riſing from the vapours 
of the night: It is now 8 more than a 
r fance I have either e or thought of 
— nay, I eſteemed the — ſo little wor- 
thy of my attention, that I never had the leaſt 
deſire of making an experiment as to the truth 
of thoſe admonitions, tho* I have had frequent 

opportunities of making a voyag®to Ormuz,” - 
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EVENING XV. 


The Hisroxy of CANZADE, 


Princeſs of ORMUZ ; 
{ Continued. ) 
EVER was any ſurpriſe equal to ours, 
VN and that of — My dear friend, ſaid 
he, embracing the blind man with tranſports of 
joy, I am convinced there can be nothing more 
true than your dream; I am that Albaert, the 
| ſon of Bahalul, one of the moſt knowing Sages 
of Perſia; our dreams are very conformable to 
each other, and I doubt not, but in the cabinet 
you have mentioned, all the rich things you 
ſpeak of will be found, and alſo that invaluable 
water which may reſtore you to fight. My father 


was famous for relieving thoſe who laboured 
under incurable diſtempers; the breath of our 


Prophet aſſiſted all his endeavours, and as for 
the bottle, I doubt not but we ſhall find it cure 


many other diſeaſes beſide that with which you 
are aflited. 

The blind man was now in his turn aſtoniſh- 
ed. And can it be, ſays he, is all this truth? 
Are you the Albaert, is there ſuch a man in 
being? Are you the ſon of Bahalul? Have you 
a houſe at Ormuz, and in the-garden is there a 
turret, ard in that turret a pannel with a 
3 thereon, with his finger on his mouth ? 

es, my dear friend, replied Albaert, all thoſe 
things are exactly true, tho' there is little appear- 
Vor. I. "= I ance 
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ance of our returning immediately into Perſia ; 
however, I douht not but in a ſhort time all our 
misfortunes, which it would be needleſs to re- 
peat to you, will have an end; the envoy of our 
Prophet ſhall quickly be ſent to touch the heart 
of a Monarch, from whom all our evils have 
their ſource. In the mean while, if you will go 
with us, we will free you from your preſent 


miſeries, and you ſhall know no want, till we 


are able to go with you into Perſia ; depend on't 
we will be as good as our word, and you ſhall 
ſhare equally our ſucceſs and ſufferings. With 
great pleaſure, replied the poor man, I accept 


your propoſals, I am a deſolate man, have no- 
thing to loſe, and from this day I will never ſe- 


parate myſelf from you. After two days, we 
ſet out from Chitor, and took the road for Cam- 
baye, where, on our arrival, we lodged with 
the blind man in a Caravanſera ; but alas! what 
can the poor man think of our deſerting him, 
and of the long ſeparation he has ſuffered fince 
our coming into the palace? Will he not be- 


lieve all that we have told him to be lies and 


fictions, and may not even his life ſuffer by the 
affliction he feels at being made the bubble of 
Albaert ? | . 

Sehernaz, ſeeing that the Princeſs had done 
ſpeaking, aſked her why the blind man was not 


at ſupper the night of their arrival at Cambaye; 
he was ſo incommoded with the fatigue of his 


Journey, and the change of air, replied the Prin- 


_cels, that he deſired to be left to his repoſe: that 
is true, anſwered Cothrob, he is yet in Cam- 


baye, and is vey well, I will give order that 
he ſhall be brought hither this minute; then 
turning to the Princeſs, he ſpoke; to her in this 
manner. Madam, you have been very unjuſtly 
perſecuted ; the Prophet has eſpouſed your cauſe; 
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will ſee reaſon to believe what I have advanced; 
but, Madam, I aſſure you that in a ſhort ſpace 
your misfortunes will have an end, and you will 
become the ſpouſe of the Prince of Viſapour ; 
be not amazed at this prediction inſpired by the 
Prophet, I tell you truly what will certainly 
come to pals, „ 

Canzade almoſt expired at hearing news ſo 
full of joy, and ſo little expected. And is it 
poſſible, ſaid ſhe, that after ſuch a ſeries of 
misfortunes, I ſhould yet-be ſo happy to eſpouſe 
the brave Cothbedin? Ah venerable old man, 
is it not to aſſuage my grief only, that you de- 
light me with this agreeable prediction ? rather 
ſuffer me to labour under my preſent load of af - 
fliction, than amuſe me with falſe hopes; yet 
Pardon this doubt, the more I conſider your 
countenance, I am ſtill the more perſuaded, that 
you would not attempt to deceive'me: The in- 

regrity of your looks, ſtrikes me with ſo pro- 
found a veneration, that I cannot forbear giving 
credit to all you have ſaid. You do me juſtice, 


Madam, ſaid Cothrob, the event will convince 


you, that all I have ſaid, was dictated by our 
Holy Prophet. . 
The Sultana's heard with aſtoniſhment, the 
pes of the Iman: They perſuaded them- 
ſelves that he meant no more than to flatter the 
extreme paſſion of the Princeſs, not ſeeing the 
leaſt vrobubility of their ever coming to pals. 
To contribute therefore, as much as in them lay, 
to baniſhing black thoughts from the mind of 
that unfortunate lady, they renewed to Canzade, 
the aſſurances of protection they had heretofore 
given, which affe led her very agreeably, for ſhe 
conceived all that paſſed in the palace, rather 
as a dream, or as tranſactions among the Fairies. 
Supper time being. come, the Sultan retired, 
and the ſtrangers were conducted inte the hall, 
N 2 where 
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where they had eat fince their coming into the 
te Juſt as they had begun their meal, the 
blind man entered, conducted by Prince Schirin, 
who retired as ſoon as he had put him in at the 
door, when Albaert aroſe and ran towards him. 
Ah! my dear friend, cried he, do 1 ſee thee 
ain, after having lamented our ee 
he blind man, immediately recollecting the 
voice of Albaert, opened his arms, and tenderly 
embraced him. I thought I had loſt you for 
good and all, ſaid he, and I began to curſe the 
day I had heard you, taking all you had told me 
for a pack of lies, but T find I was deceived in 
that; I now have nothing farther to wiſh, but 
that you would inform me, how you came to 
leave me, and where we are all at preſent. The 
keeper of the Caravanſera, about a quarter of 
an hour ago, was endeavouring to comfort me, 
in the midſt of the uneaſineſs he ſaw me under, 
on occaſion of your departure. He invited me 
to ſupper, and juſt as we were ſet down, a man 
came in rudely, caught me by the hand, and 
dragged me into the ſtreet, where four men, 
who I ſuppoſe were planted for that purpoſe, 
hoiſted me in the air, and carried me away at. 
once, never ſetting, me down till they landed 
me here. Since you are ignorant where you 
are at preſent, ſaid Albaert, you muſt know, that 
according to all appearance, you are in Ginniſ- 
tan, whither you have been in a moment tranſ- 
ported by a Fairy, into a palace ſo grand and 
magnificent, that it ſeems to equal the dwelling 
which our Prophet has promiſed. to true belie- 
vers after death. The blind man could not 
forbear laughing at this anſwer; hey day! ſaid 
he, this is new enough; and ſo this Palace we 
are in muſt ſtand in the city of Gabhar, or in 
| | 78 that 
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that of Anbadabad. * You know I have ſome 
little knowledge, at leaſt of what is ſaid of that 
Country. For my part, replied Albaert, ve 
ſeriouſly, whether we are in the weſtern part © 
Africk, where the Genies are by ſome authors 
confidently reported to inhabit, or whether theſe ' 
kind and beneficent Genies have built them a 

alace in ſome other part of the world, I know 
not; but this I am ſure of, that we are at pre- 
ſent, either all of us in a dream, or we have 
been carried by enchantment, into ſuch a place 
as I ſpeak of; neither fancy that I intend to 
rally you, becauſe by your blindneſs it is out of 
your power to diſcover, whether the finery 
which I deſcribe in this place, be ſo or not; 
but let your ſenſes inform you, from the variety 
and excellence of thoſe dainties, which you will 
find ſerved up at this table. e 

The blind man having conſidered a little, ſat 
down at table, and with an air of gatety addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the company, ſaid: Well, as I 
am reſtored to you, I am ſatisfied, let us now go 
to ſupper, for I am very hungry. Immediately 
the meat was ſet upon the table, and they eat 
very Keartaly: ; at bed time the Princeſs was con- 
_ ducted to her apartment, and ſo was the reſt of 
her 1etinue, except the blind man, who was led 
by two ſlaves into a hall, where there was a 
bath; after waſhing, they put him on new gar- 
ments, that he might be in a fit condition to 
appear before the Sultanzz; then they waited 
on him to his chamber and put him to bed, 
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* The reader muſt know, that the fabulous hiſtor:- 
ans and romance writers of the eajt, ſay, that the 
country of the Genies is im the wejtern part of Africa, 
wherem they feign ſeveral cities toſtand, and amongſi 
the reft the two leſt mentioned. I 
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In the mean time, the Sultan were mightily 
pleaſed with the ſtories they had heard; Cothrob 
having given them his ſentiments, at length 
took his leave, and retired to the Sultan Oguz. 
That Monarch declared the pleaſure he had re- 
ceived from the Princeſs of Canzade, and ex- 

reſſed great concern for the misfortunes of that 
illuſtrious lady. I was charmed, ſaid he to the 
Iman, at the Princeſs's deliverance from the per- 
ſecution of Cazan-Can, and I could not help 
being touched with great joy, at your promiſes, 


however incredible, So, ſo, replied Cothrob, 


laughing, and did you think the predictions I 
made to Canzade were no more than amuſe. 
ments, to divert her preſent melancholy ? I 
ſhould have thought you were better acquainted 
with my power; but ſtay a little, and you ſhall 
ſee the wonderful effects of what 1 have but 
darkly hinted. 


The night was ſpent with the utmoſt tranquil- 
- lity, and as ſoon as the day advanced, Gulendam 


began tenderly to embrace Albaert. Light of my 
life, . ſaid he to her, prithee let me alone, allow 
me to ileep; I never had more occaſion for re- 
poſe, fince I am this moment arrived from Or- 
muz. At the hearing of this, Gulendam could 
not help burſting into a loud laugh; and as ſoon 
as ſhe had hudled on his cloaths, ran' to the 


chamber of the good Karabag, and awakened 


her. Immediately ſhe agpſe, and returned with 


her into her bed-chamber, when drawing the 


curtains open to awake Albaert, they were pro- 


digiouſly furprized to ſee him fait aſleep, with a 


gold chain about his neck, and a little caſket of 


the ſame metal hanging thereto. How now! 
what is-this, cried Gulendam, from whom had 


4 8 precious trinkets? Why they are, ſaid 


Albaert, ſtretching and rubbing his eyes, a caſket, 
in which, is contained a powder for the making 
| of 
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of gold, and the water, which is to have ſuch 
marvellous effe& on the eyes of the blind man ; 
but once more I beſeech you forthe love of 
Heaven, let me reſt, — Oh! replied Karabag, pul- 
ling him by the arm, that will not do, you muſt 
immediately tell us how you came by this ſame 
chain and caſket? Albaert, with much ado 
awaking, looked around him, with all the to- 
kens of ſurpriſe. Oh Heaven ! cried he, and is 
it poſſible, 1s this no dream ? Have I been this 
night at Ormuz, where methought the old man 
who commanded me to go to Chitor, conducted 
me into the hall deſcribed by the blind man, 
and there put me in poſſeſſion of this coffer, 
containing two treaſures, each of ineſtimable va- 
lue? Yes, yes, it is ſo, I am ſatisfied of the truth 
of it; yet however, it is eaſy to make a proof; 
Hark you, my dear mother, can't you find me 
in this palace a crucible, and a bit or two of. 
lead : I have often performed the operation for 
my dear father, and I doubt not but the pro- 
tection of our Prophet. in the experiment I 
make for myſelf will manifeſtly appear. Ka- 
rabag thereupon applied herſelf to two of the 
ſlaves, and obtained the things which her ſon 
Albaert had deſired ; ſhe very quickly preſent- 
ed them to him, and he inſtantly diſpoſed all 
things for making the experiment. | 
Albaert immediately took half a pound of 
lead, and when it began to melt, he threw 
Into it about the bigneſs of a pin's head of 
that powder which was in the caſket, and the 
maſs was inſtantly converted into gold. Ah! 
cried he, I no longer doubt this is a mark that 
gives me certainty: Heaven has heard our 
prayers, and gives us a ſenſible token of its 
good will, and I have all the reaſon in the 
world to, believe this water hath as miraculous 
virtues, as thoſe which we have experienced 

in 
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in the powder. Why ſhould we queſtion its 
power to give ſi ght to our friend? Or why do 
we delay to make that proof ? At this inſtant 
Canzada entered the chamber of Gulendam, 
and was extremely aſtoniſned at hearing what 
had happened, which ſhe could ſcarce credit. 
She perſuaded Albaert to deſiſt from making 
any N 0 on this wonderful water, until he 
ſhould be able to do it before thoſe: to whom 
they were under ſo many obligations; in:a word, 
to defer. that operation to the hour, in which 
they were uſually conducted to the hall. 
Ibaert readily came into what the Princeſs . 
propoled ; they immediately went altogether to 
the apartment of the blind man, in order to in- 
form him of the approaching cure. When they 
came thither, they found him in the hands of 
two ſlaves, who after they had waſhed him, and 
perfumed his beard, were going to 'put on him 
a robe perfectly new, and a fine turban, which 
with every thing ſuitable, had been ſent him as 
a preſent from the Sultana®, Albaert then re- 


lating his dream to the blind man, who was of 


no credulous temper. Notwithſtanding all the 
ſtrange things which have happened to me (ſaid 
- he) I cannot believe this tale ; would you per- 
ſuade. me that in the ſpace of a night, you 
could be at Ormuz? Have they found out the 
cabinet I ſpoke of? and brought from thence 
the water, which is to reſtore me to fight P 
You need not long trouble yourſelf about thar, 
replied Karabag, this evening you ſhall know 
beyond all doubt, the marvellous effects of 
the water, and it may truly merit the name of 
Divine, if its operation be as happy as that 
was of the powder. The whole. day was paſſed 
in joy, till evening, when they were eonducted 
into the hall, As ſoon as they were ſettled in 
their places, Albaert recounted to the Sultana 

me 
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the whole of his dream. If the Sultana were 
ſurpriſed at the ſight of the caſket, and of lead 
which was changed into pure gold; they were 
more at a loſs, what to think about that mira- 
cle which was yet 1 and reſolved to be 
very circumſpect about it, in order to which 
they examined very carefully the eyes of the 
blind, and very fully convinced themſelves that 
his organs of ſight were utterly periſned; then 
one of them took the bottle, and letting fall a 
few drops intn his eyes, the chriſtaline humour 
immediately gon to purify, to become brilliant, 
ſolid, and tranſparent. 
The blind man quickly found his fight was 
reſtored ; he gazed a little wildly round the 
place, and on the perſons who were preſent ; then 
turning his eyes on the ground: Oh! Great 
Prophet, cried: he, I no longer doubt of thy 
power, and of the miracles which our forefa- 
thers have. attributed to you. Ves, Great Pro- 

het, I feel thy power! perſuaded of this truth, 
render thee à million of thanks for the favour 
ranted to me, and I promiſe thee, that ſor the 
ature, I will moſt carefully perform all the 
rites: of our religion, and I acknowledge that I. 
was juſtly -puniſhed by thy hand for-my faults, 
and that, by forcing me to repentance thou 
haſt made way for a glorious inſtance of thy 
mem. | 
Albaert was ſyrprized at this diſcourſe, and 
wondered whax ſuch. y perſon meant by uiter- 
ing himſelf in this manner: He who had been 
blind 1 40 it. 1 ho” I have been for a long 
ume, ſaid he, ng on the alms of true be- 
lievers; yet in my life-time my condition has 
been otherwiſe, and I have had it in my power 
to beſtow thoſe aids, which others, in their 
turn, have afforded to me. If ſo, replied Ge- 
hernaz, you muſt certainly have been a perſon 
| whoſe 
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whoſe life hath been chequered with variety of 
events; the relation of them would undoubtedly 
afford us pleaſure; let me intreat it of you, 
then, to give us frankly an account of the ad- 
ventures you have met with. Moſt willingly, 
replied he, I will not give you the trouble of 
png me long for ſo ſmall a favour, and ob- 
erving that the company liſtened attentively, he 
immediately began his ſtory, 0 | 


* 
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The HisToxy of Aboul-Aſam, the 
. Blind Man of Chitor. III 


t Y father was a merchant of moderate for- 
tune at Chitor, and I was his only child; 
as he perceived in me no great inclination to 
trade, he adviſed me to think in time of mak- 
ing choice of ſome proviſion, which might ena- 
ble me to live comfortably, in caſe I ſhould have 
the misfortune to loſe the little he had to leave 
me. He recited all the methods of life, to 
which young men are wont to apply themſelves, 
but to no purpoſe; I had ſomething to ſay againſt 
each of them; at laſt I made choice of Phyſick; 
That is a profeſſion, ſaid I, which a man ſoon 
acquires, and its principles are not over certain; a 
a good front, and a glib tongue, are the moſt 
neceſſary qualifications of a phyſician; if I am 
ſo lucky as to cure, my patients will be ſure to 
eſteem me ; but if, on the contrary, they ſhould 
die under my hands, there ars ſo few who have 
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any love and reſpe& towards their relations, 


that in moſt caſes, inſtead of reproach, the heirs 
will be thankful, for my conducting thoſe who 
ſtood in their way ſo quickly to the tomb.— 


| Hence I ſtudied phy ſick as the reſt of the 


world do, that is, in a curſory manner, yet 
ſo as to get all the terms by heart, and I acquir- 
ed every thing neceſſary of talking like a phy- 
ſician. But tho' I followed not the ſteps of 
Raſis or Galen, I quickly began to fancy m 

knowledge fell little ſhort of their's ; ina 1894 


no ſooner had I taken upon me the ſtile of a 


phyſician, but I flattered myſelf there was not 
my equal among the profeſſion; ſmall as my 
capacity was, I began to behave haughtily among 
my equals, grew inſupportable to inferiors, but 
remained wonderous ſupple and complaiſant to 
all who were above me. With theſe happy 
qualifications, I began to think of ' ſhining at 


court. The firſt thing J ſought was to find a 


protector; my father, who was an honeſt. man, 
likened readily to my propoſal, and began to 
think of various methods to accompliſh it; at 
length he pitched upon the following courſe, 
he preſented two hundred pieces of gold to the 
ſon of Mamhoud, favourite to the Sultan of 


Chitor, in order to bring me into credit with his. 


father. This young man, gained by the ſum be- 
fore mentioned, took every opportunity to 


ſound my praiſes, and to recount ſuch marvel- 


lous cures of my performing, that at laſt his fa- 


ther, who had heard ſo long of Aboul-Aſſam, 


(for that you muſt know is my name) conceiv- 
ed, at laſt, a violent defire to ſee me. The 
young man, to whom I went conſtantly every 
day, failed not to tell me the news, which I 


received With all the joy imaginable; he con- 


deckel we to the cabinet'of Mamhoud, I” Rad 
the good luck to tickle his ear with my dif- 
„ mn 
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courſes, and to pleaſe him prodigiouſly ; from 
that moment, I doubled my aſſiduities, and left 
nothing untried to rivet myſelf in his good gra- 
ces, and, by chance cured a flave of his; the 
ſon redoubled thereupon my eulogiums, and ſet 
me ſo high in his father's efteem, that the King's 
then firſt phyſician dying, he preferred me to 
the place. My brain was quite turned with my 
elevation, the grandeur of the poſt in which I 
ſhone, made me regard all the world as below 
me; inſtead of making friends at court, I be- 
haved in ſuch a manner as made every body 
hate me, and I cannot now reflect on the follies 
I then committed without ſighing. I had not 
only the ear of the favourite, but alſo' of the 
Sultan ; this great intereſt made me dreaded, 
and I cannot help obſerving, that one great cauſe 
of my pride was the ſervile means with which 
the courtiers flattered and addreſſed me. 

In quality of firſt phyſician to the King, I had 
the inſpection of all the phyſicians in his king- 
dom, and whenever any of them died, I took 
upon me to examine their papers, and if I found 
amongſt them any thing that was curious, any 
diſcourſes on important ſubjects, or any manu- 
ſcripts of extraordinary value, I ordered them 
immediately to be carried to the library of the 
Sultan, Amongſt the reſt of the doors, who 
died during my proſperity, one of my brethren 
was ſeized with a cholick after drinking hard, 
and expired immediately; among his york I 
found a diſcourſe ſo well written, a o full 
of learning, Of the Maladies of Animals, and 
their Remedies,” that at the firſt peruſal, I dif- 
covered ſo many fine things, ſa many learned 
obſervations, ſo many new and ſingular experi- 
ments, that I ;determined to take to myſelf the 
honour.of haying wrote it. I therefore put it 
in my pocket, as not judging it proper * 

. „ ent 
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ſent. to the royal library; when I had leiſure I 
exactly tranſcribed it, and when I had done I 
threw. the original and my own. foul copy into 
the fire. The next thing was to preſent the 
treatiſe to the Sultan, which I did, as of my 
own compoſing, and that Monarch having peruſ- 
ed it, was ſo mightily pleaſed, that he ordered 
me ten thouſand. pieces of gold for my labour, a 
recompence ſo very extraordinary, excited every 
body to ſee the work ; and. . the Sultan's 
generoſity Was talked of, even beyond the li- 
mits of his kingdom. To gratify ſo general a 
curioſity, I cauſed abundance of copies to be 
made, which 1 ſold at a conſiderable rate; and 
the praiſes which was given to it by every bo- 
dy, carried my joy to the greateſt height. In 
a word, my pride grew to ſuch a pitch, that 
I thought the ground not gaad enough for me 
to tread on; but my vanity, as well as the 
place I held in the Sultan's favour, were of na 
| Lag date, 'You mult know I had taken into 
my head, that next to Mahmoud I ſhould hold 
the Sultan's-good graces, but therein I was mil. 
taken, a formidable rival interpoſed, and in 
the end ruined me; and yet I dare ſwear yon 
will not gueſs what fort of a, rival this was. 
A_miſtrals of the Sultan's, whom. you. had ine 
_ misfortune to diſpleaſe perhaps, ſaid Albaert. 
No, replied Aboul-Aſſam, but not to keep you 
in ſuſpence, it was an Ape. An Ape! cried the 
Sultana's: Yes, ladies, replied he, it was indeed 
an ape to which I owed my ruin. But before 
I proceed to the hiſtory of my diſgrace, it is 
neceſſary that I give you that of the animal 
who -procured it; it belonged to a mechanick 
who lived at the end of one of the ſuburbs of 
Chitor, and this ape ſerved him as a kind of 
domeſtick; the man having neither wife nor 
children, and as there was a great number of 
Vol. I, O eee 
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birds of prey in that quarter, which were conti · 
I nually moleſting him, he was obliged, whenever 
— Hhe'left his houſe, to put every thing out of the 
Way, unleſs he left victuals boiling over the 


; [| fire, for fear that thefe unwelcome gueſts ſhoutd 
rob him in his abſence. One day when he had 
1 put a good piece of mutton and rice in the 
1 pot, the man went into the city, where he was 
| . obliged to ſtay longer than he propoſed, in which 
i ſpace the fire went out, and the meat by degrees 
Jl! 1 cold in the pot; a Vulture, which 
$f] ad hovered about the top of the chimney, 


| | perceiving there was no ſmoak come up, ſouſed 

Mi down, knocked the pot into the floor, ind car- 

It ried away the viftuals in his mouth; the poor 

E ape, wearied with the drudgeries he performed, 
1 was aſleep when the bird came down, but waked 

1 juſt time enough to ſee the cataſtrophe of his 


maſter's dinner, and conſidering with himſelf, 
that he ſhoôuld in all probability be heartily beat, 
| he fell upon a ſtratagem to avoid it, which is 
[ . JTearce credible; yet, however, it is abſolutely 
F certain. The poor creature looking up the chim- 
; rey, perceived a great number of vultures ſtill 
S it _ flying over and about it, and rightly judged that 
1 they were looking ſharp for another prey; 
| he thereupon' ſet the pot on the fire as it 


was before, and diſpoſed all things in ſuch 
1 a manner, as might very well deceive theſe 
Fi birds of prey at ſuch a diſtance; accordingly his 

= . contrivance ſucceeded, one of the fowls came 
{ down immediately, and, as before, beat the pot 
into the floor ; the 'ape was too quick for his 
= enemy this bout, he ſeized it by the neck, pul-. 
| led off the feathers in an inſtant, and clapped 
| it into the pot inſtead” of the victuals. The 
1 _ maſter returning ſrom the city, found not a bit 
of his dinner, but a ſtript bird in its place; the 
| 3 eee n ee ; 755 gat 


fight made him lock at the ape with an air of 
fury and reſentment, but that animal having 
made five or ſix ſkips and capers about the room, 
whips the vulture out of the pot, and after hay, 
ing explained to his maſter, by a multitude; of 
mimick geſtures and grimaces, how the victuals 


- were taken out of the pot, and then having re- 


placed the vulture, by a like ſeries of tricks he 
demonſtrated the method by which he had 
caught the feathered thief; the manner in which 
the poor beaſt expreſſed himſelf, , took off the 
edge of his maſter's reſentment, and at laſt forc- 
ed him to burſt out in a laugh ſo loud, that it 
brought in ſeveral of his neighbours, ſo that 
the ſtory began to be talked of throughout all 
Chitor, and at length came to the ears of the 
Sultan, who took a great fancy to the ape, and 
Was deſirous that it ſhould be brought into his 
preſence. The maſter had this intimated to him, 
and he immediately carried the creature to 
court, where it Bla ed ſo mariy fine tricks, that 
the Monarch of Chitor was fo perfectly taken 
with it, that he told the man he would give any 
thing to make a purchaſe of the witty animal; 
in fine, the-bargain was quickly made, and the - 
Sultan put in poſſeſſion of a beaſt he ſo much 
admired ; after he had obtained it, the ape was 
continually at his fide, and played ſo many un- 
lucky. pleaſant gambols, that this Prince allowed 
no bounds to his favour, inſomuch, that he at 
laſt expected as much reſpect ſhould be paid to 
the ape, as to himſelf, What a foible, ſaid I 
to myſelf, is this; in order to maintain the good 
graces of my maſter, muſt I pay court to a vile 
baboon ? yet the paſſionate deſire I had to ac- 
quire power, and to deſerve it, got the better 
of all other rekeRQions, and I determined to 
ſubmit even to this mean office; and in pur- 
* ſuance 
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ſuance of this determination, I paid my court, 
moſt aſſiduouſly to the monkey, but the litrle 
ſpiteful creature ſeemed to have penetrated even 
into my very thoughts, and to be thoroughly 
ſatisfied from thence, that all my outward com- 
plaiſance, were downright artifices; for, inſtead 
of gaining in any degree the good will of this 
new favourite, he was, on the contrary, conti- 
nually perſecuting me with variety of affronts: 
Sometimes he pulled me by the noſe, toſſed off 
my turban, now and then he would pluck me 
by the beard, and pron me by the elbows ; but 
what was-the moſt mortifying incident of all, 
the Sultan was diverted at every thing he did, 
and, laughed ſometimes with ſuch vehetnence, 
that the very tears ſtood in his eyes; had all 
this paſſed in ſecret, I could have borne it, (at 
leaſt with a leſs -degree of impatience,) but as 
theſe tricks were played me in the face of all 
the court; my vanity was conſiderably humbled 
by it, and at laſt I looked upon it as an inſup- 


portable grief. Ar length, after undergoing for 
a year this dreadful treatment, the Sultan un- 
dertook a hunting match at a conſiderable 
diſtance from his rape, from whence, being 


abſent for feveral. days, the ape fell into ſo 
violent a fit of grief, that it brought upon him 
a dyſentery, which reduced him to a miferable 
condition. 2 ; | 

The Sultan was in agonies when he heard of 
the danger his favourite was in. As ſoon as he 
returned, he ſent inſtantly for the moſt fa- 
mous phyſicians in his kingdom, and command- 
ed them to exert the utmoſt of their ſkill, in 
order to baſſle the violence of the diſeaſe which 
had attacked his darling. There is no doubt 
but they were pretty much piqued at their be- 
ing choſen to attend on ſuch a patient; how- 
ever, they concealed their reſentment, and pre- 
| | | tended 
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tended to conſider the monkey's caſe, with the 
utmoſt attention. Their ſpight to me, put it in 
their Fexds to get off this troubleſome. buſineſs, 
and at the ſame time, to revenge themſelves up- 
on him, whoſe dignity they ſo much envied, and 
whoſe uſage of: them had been ſuch, as noways 
- leſſened their reſentment ; they therefore went 
in a body to the Sultan, and having elected 
a man of the beſt ſenſe amongſt them to be 
ſpeaker, he thus delivered their ſentiments. 2 
My Lord, we have ſpent our time in ſtudying 
for the ſake of men, our knowledge extends 
therefore no farther than to the diſeaſes affliQ- 
ing human bodies; but there is the illuſtrious 
Aboul-Aſſam, who is _—— perſon on this 
occaſion, can be properly applied to. He has 
conſidered things of this fort, with the deepeſt 
attention; that treatiſe concerning the diſtem- 
pers of animals, which he preſented to your 
Highneſs, and of which he avowed himſelf to 
be the author, is a clear demonſtration of the 
truth of what we ſay; to him therefore let the 
favourite of your Highneſs be deliyered; there 
is no doubt but under the inſpection of ſo wiſe 
a perſon it will do well, eſpecially if it be con- 
ſidered that he has a peculiar paion for the 
animal, tho” nobody has had leſs reaſon; for 
certain it is, the poor creature has done him 
many ill-natured turns: „ 
I ſoon diſcovered their aim, and what con- 
vinced me more of their-deſign,- was, a few - 
days before that accideft happened, one of them 
had in a public aſſembly declared, that I was 
not the author of that book, of which I boafted 
fo much, which he had the greatercertainty of, 
becauſe a ſervant who then lived with him, had 
read ſeyeral pages in it, in the de ef aphy-- 
*fician, with whom He had formerly raided Me | 
two years, out of - whoſe papers, he fſaid, it 
15 : 2 1 >" To = 
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was moſt likely I had ſtolen it; a ſtory, which, 
as I was very little beloved, was readily 
credited. „ 

The Sultan, who had never thought of this 
'treatiſe, was mightily delighted at the advice 
which his phyſicians gave him. He ſent for 
me inſtantly, and as I entered the room, Aboul- 
Aſſam, cried he, I had quite forgot that you 
were the only perſon in my kingdom, to whom, 
on this occaſion, I might with any confidence 
apply. I am ſatisfied that you can do all that 1 
want: let me ſee therefore a proof of your 
capacity, and your long ſtudies ; and if you 
would preſerve yourſelf in my eſteem, and in 

the poſt to which I have raiſed you, go inſtantly 
to work, and cure my ape. The reſt of the 
phyficians were permitted to withdraw, and 1 
alone was conducted into the chamber of the 
ſick animal, two ſlaves being left there alſo, with 
ſtritt orders to attend diligently, and perform 
Whatever I commanded. . | 
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The HISTORY of the Blind Man of 
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[( Continued.) 


XTEVER was any man in fo hapleſs a 

'W condition ; I knew not what to do; for 
21 was not the author of this piece, relating 
tothe Diſeaſes of Animals and had written it 
over in great haſte, and without making any ob- 

TY | ſervations, 
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ſervations, as to the medicines therein deſcrib- 
ed, or the reaſons whereon they were preſcribed, 
there fore it was no uſe to me. I ran over in 
my head, all the little experience I had, and at 
laſt could pitch upon nothing which carried the 
face of probability, except treating the diſeaſed 
after the manner of a young child. According- 
ly, I applied ſuch medicines, but to my un- 
ſpeakable grief, inſtead of doing the leaſt ſer- 
vice, it ſharpened the ailment, and in a very 
ſhort time brought the creature to the point 
of death. In a word, the third day after he 
was under my care, he died, and the Sultan 
flew into ſuch a paſſion, that he forbade me his 
preſence. During my diſgrace, I vexed myſelf 
with the moſt tormenting reflections. All this 
is but juſt, ſaid I to myſelf; in aſpiring to a 
ace for which I was not fit, I heartily deſerv- 
ed a ſevere fall. Moreover the pride with which 
I I behaved myſelf while in office, hath doubled 
the cauſe, and will certainly leave me unpitied ; 
but, after all this, is it not ſtrange, that the 
recommendation and friendſhip of Mahmoud, 
ſhould not be able to ſcreen me from diſgrace, 
on the account of this paul ape? What 
muſt JI be expected to do miracles, for the ſake 
of this ugly animal ?—A worthy office truly for 
a phyſician! | 77 %,, 38 hae 
While I was employed in theſe ſoliloquies, 
my enemies contrived to do me a ſecond inju- 
ry with the Sultan, which was ten times more 
miſchievous than the firſt, They repreſented to 
him, that in all likelihood, I had (to revenge 
myſelf of the I'itle out of the way tricks the 
ape had played upon me, while living) poiſon- 
ed him, Which they ſaid it would be no 
hard matter to diſcover, if his Highneſs thought 
fit to have the experiment made. The Sultan, 
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giving way to their councils, ordered the ape 
to be opened, and they who performed the ope. 
ration, did not fail to declare, that there were 
evident marks of 'poifon in the entrails of the 
beaſt. The conſequence was, that when I leaſt 
expected it, I was ſeized, hurried into priſon, 
fettered, and thrown into a dungeon; there 1 


Was without comfort, without aſſiſtance, and. 


even Without hopes. In this melancholy con- 
dition, I frankly acknowledge all my former 
firmneſs of mind forſook me ; my head was ſull 
of nothing but ſorrow for my diſgrace, and 
horror ariſing from the apprehenſions I had 
of that cruel death, to which poſſibly the Sul- 
tan might doom me. At length, I. obtained 
favour from the keeper of the priſon, to write 
a letter to the Sultan; this I performed in terms 
the moſt moving, and which might have raiſed 
pity even in the moſt obdurate breaſt. I aſſured 
him of my - innocence ; I repreſented to him, 
that the ape, who diverted itſelf often in the 
fields, might poſſibly have met there with ſome, 
trees yielding poiſonous berries, or fruit; 
the eating of which, might likely enough 
occaſion his death, if it were true, that his 
end were in any degree owing to poiſon. My 
letter had no ſort of effect, all my goods were 
confiſcated, and I was ordered to have my head 


cut off. „ e FOR | 
My father, as ſoon as he received the news 
of my diſgrace, and knew. what danger I was 
in, ran inſtantly to court, and threw himſelf at 
the feet of the King; but his intreaties were in 
vain, that Monarch was abſolutely bent on my 
ruin, and nothing could aſſuage his anger but 
my blood. I was ſtruck almoſt dead at this 
news, which my keeper communicated too raſh- 
ly, and without taking care to prepare me for ſo 
ſhocking an account. I was told at the ſame 
| time, 
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time, that of all my friends and creatures, not 
a ſoul had ſtirred in my behalf, or aſſiſted my 
father in ſoliciting for my pardon, tho' the 
world were ſenſible enough of the injuſtice that 
was done me. You may eafily judge of the 
unhappy manner in which I ſpent that night, 

receding the day on which I was to ſuffer. 

hile my Beaft was torn with the moſt torment- 
ing cares, and my ſoul ſtruggled with agonies, 
beyond expreſſion, I heard the door of my 
priſon open, when J perceived a young woman 
about fixteen, to enter the room, and who, not- 


withſtanding her youth, had nothing about her, 


which even the moſt favourable judge could 
have pronounced handſome, I am the daugh- 
ter of the keeper, ſaid ſhe, advancing towards 
me. 1 fell in love with you, from the hour 
you were confined here; and if you think fit 
to marry me, I bring you liberty as my portion. 
This was no time for me to ſtand on beauty in 
a wife ; her want of that quality, did not make 
me heſitate a moment. | „ 
She and I quitted the priſon, and as ſhe had 
the precaution to equip herſelf with men's 
cloaths, we” travelled without ſuſpicion, having 
about two hundred pieces of gold in our purſe, 
which the damſel had taken from her father. 
With theſe advantages, it was no difficult mat- 
ter to get out of danger; we travelled night 
and day when we firſt left the town, and that 
on foot ; but afterwards we bought horſes, and 
reached in a very ſhort ſpace the city of Gol- 
conda, the capital 'of a kingdom of the ſame 


. name, and one of the richeſt and moſt magni- 


ficent places in the Indies. I began to take a 
little reſt, when I found myſelf out of the do- 
minions of the Sultan of Chitor ; but at the 
ſame time, I conceived a ſtrong and unconquer- 
able averſion for my wife; I could not 0 
| muc 
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much as look on her without diſtaſte, and 
every thing ſhe did, was as diſpleaſing to me, 
as her face, inſomuch that it was with repug- 
nance J ſuffered her careſſes. This treatment 
of mine, and the thoughts of the danger to 
which her father might be expoſed by making 
my eſcape, threw the poor woman at laſt into 


an illneſs; when ſhe reproached me in the 


ſharpeſt terms, and died of mere deſpair, which 
would have touched any body but myſelf : = 
Notwithſtanding, I quickly experienced that 
not much time 1s required to make a man forget 
a wife, ugly and diſagreeable, 
I had not now above one hundred pieces of 
gold left, and I was afraid of ſeeing them at an 
end, before I knew how to diſpoſe of myſelf, 
for I had not the leaſt inclination: to meddle 
with that profeſſion, Which had. been ſo pre- 
judicial to me, when an accident brought me 
to the knowledge of the Sultan of Golconda-— 
That Monarch, going to make a tour into the 
country with his women, had cauſed his guard 
to ſcour the villages before him, The men who 
inhabited them, retired above the diſtance of a 


e from the road which he was to take, 
an 


| left nobody in their houſes but women and 
children. Being much fatigued after five- or 


fix , hours walk, I laid down on a piece of ta- 


peſtry, which I carried for that purpoſe ; as 


— 


oon as the guard approached, I awaked, and 


perceiving that they wete going to roll me up, 


with intent to bury me alive, which is com- 


monly done on ſuch occaſions; I ſtarted up im- 
mediately, drew my ſabre, and put myſelf in a 


27 of defence, which I had ſcarce done, 
efore three men attacked me, Deſpair gave 


me valour; I wounded the ſecond. of my ad- 
verſaries dangerouſly, and then ſeeing the Sultan 
and his wives approach, I knew that nothing 
| but- 
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but courage, backed K a cunning addreſs, 


could poſſibly prevent. my being cut to pieces: 
I therefore threw myſelf with ſuch fury on the 


third man who attacked me, that I broke his 


arm, which obliged him to retire ; in that mo- 


ment I determined to counterfeit an ideot; 
(which ſort of people are regarded as Saints 
throughout the Eaſt,) as the only means by 


which I could eſcape being cut to pieces; in 
order to this, erted my . in cutting 
capers, and puyfag other gambols for joy, ſing- 
ing at the ſame time ſome ſtanza's, with an air 
of triumph, tho“ the verſes were not very good; 

and yet if I had been a better poet, tis ten to 


one they had been indifferent in thoſe circum- 
ſtances; yet this behaviour had its effect, for 


the King ſcrupled not to believe me a real fool; 
and tho“ he had before given orders to put 
me to death, he now commanded: I: ſhould: be 
brought to his preſence, when he demanded 
who I was'? - You ſee, ſaid I, before you, the 
King of Mouſcham, I am the illuſtrious Dam-- 
bac“. I commanded the guards who keep the 
Sultan Adam, who is interred in this, place, 


and thoſe three perſons, you ſaw feel the edge 


of my ſabre, were three: Genii who came to 


ſteal his body, which lies under the a. of 

that carpet. 

The Sultan of Golronda -oull not forbear 

aughing at my anſwer, whence, being perſuad- 

ed that 1 her Are light-beaded, 

divert himſelf with my freaks. Great Hero, 

ſaid he, I congratulate you on your victory, and 

1 doubt notꝭ "dat en ir zenii will be ſo 
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thoroughly diſpirited, that not one of them will 
hazard a combat after the victory, which you 
have obtained over their Chiefs. Come then 
along with me and taſte of ſome repoſe, while 
your ſubjects take care of the ſepulchre of Sul- 
tan Adam: In my court, your Majeſty ſhall 
receive the higheſt honours. I was infinitely 
pleaſed at hearing this, and therefore I did a 
thouſand omen. Fheomr. tricks to confirm the 
Sultan in his opinion; for it not only ſatisfied 
him, but I heard his wives laughing at my fol- 
lies an their covered (chariot ; however a horſe 
was ordered me with proper: attendants, the 
Sultan giving ſecret charge to his eunuchs to 
have a ſtrict eye over my behaviour, ; 

As my t life depended wholly on my diſſemb- 
ling to ſome purpoſe, you need not doubt 1 
took all the pains imaginable, to prevent the 
Sultan's having any ſuſpicions; I let my tongue 

run on every thing, and tho' I mingled certain 
ſublime thoughts in my diſcourſe, yet I did it 
in ſuch a manner, as not to deviate from the 
character I had aſſumed. The Sultan was ſo 
pleaſed with me, and with all my humours, that 
he never ſuffered me to be abſent from him; he 
carried me into the moſt ſecret parts of the ſe- 
raglio, and vfnitted not iſpeaking to his Viziers, 
of things of the greateſt importance in my pre- 
fence. Having made an entertainment for his 
favourite Sultana, he gave orders that I ſhould 
be admitted, and certainly never was any fight 
more noble. On a throne the moſt rich and 
magnificent that can be imagine, ſat the Sultan, 
and the lady who enjoyed his heft; at. the foot 
of it ſtood twetve white eunuchs, each about 
ten years old, but in poſture ſo fixed, that they 
looked like alabaſter ſtatues; behind ſtood 
thirty black eunuchs in rich habits, the handles 
of whoſe ſabres were of gold ſet with diamonds, 
| on 
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on the Sultan's right hand ſtood his chamber- _ 


lain, with a little golden coffer full of perfumes ; 
on his left hand, ſtood the ſuperintendant of 
his private pleaſures; in the middle of the room, 


ſat the beauties of his ſeraglio, when, on a ſud- 


den, the ſuperintendant gave the. ſign : for the 
muſick, which was accompanied with dances 


by the moſt beautiful young girls, who expreſ- 


ſed by their motions and their ſongs, the vari- 
ous effects of love. As ſoon as their dances 
were ended, I perceived the favourite Sultana 
whiſper ſomething in the ear of the Sultan; 
it ſeems ſhe had a beautiful ſlave, who had a great 
deal of wit and humour, and ſhe had a great 


mind that this ſlave ſhould make love to me. 


I kept my eyes continually fixed on the Sultan, 
and as ſoon as I ſaw the girl come towards me, 
I gueſſed at the deſign, which I humoured ſo 
perfectly, that the Monarch and his Sultana 
were highly delighted, inſomuch, that after 
having diverted themſelves ſome time with this 
ſport, they were deſirous to have us married 
on the ſpot.. _ | 


WT Nee eb e e 


The HisTorxy of Aboul- Aſſam, the 


Blind Man of Chor. 
( Contiaued.) 
1 Imagined, ſays Aboul-Aſſam, I ſhould find 
in that girl whom the Sultan had given me 


for a wife, all that repugnance, which it would 
VI. I. uy” have 
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have been but natural for her to have for a per- 
ſon, ſuch as I ſeemed to be. But the melan- 
choly condition which thoſe perſons are in, who 
live cooped up in the Seraglio, made her without 
heſitation, accept of the propoſition the favourite 

_ Sultana had offered of eſpouſing me. I teſti. 
fied my joy for this favour, by a'thouſand aQi- 
ons, each fuller of folly than the other. After 
the entertainment was over, we were conducted 
into an outer part of the Seraglio, where an 

Iman being ſent for, the ceremony of marriage 
was performed; and the Sultan, not content 
therewith, cauſed us to be put to bed in his pre- 
ſence, and then retired with his favourite Sul- 
tana, whom he would needs have to be wit- 

neſs of this laſt ceremony, 

Whatever liking I might conceive for my new 
wife, or whatever tenderneſs I might feel, from 
the fight of ſo much beauty; yet I judged it 

neceſſary to preſerve all my caution on this oc- 
caſion, and therefore I concluded to ſurprize the 

Sultan' with a new ſcene. In order to effe& 
this, I ſtarted haſtily out of bed, opened the 

door of my chamber, and in my drawers and 

| ſhirt as I was, ran with ſuch precipitation along, 
that I overthrew all that I met. The Sultan, 
being informed of this new folly of mine, cauſl- 
ed me to be laid hold on, and- brought before 
him. King of Mouſcham (ſaid he, as ſoon as he 
ſaw me) What new whim is this of your's? MF 

What, could a ſimple girl put to flight one of 
the greateſt Heroes upon earth? My. Lord, ſaid 
IJ, had you been in my place, you would have 
been as much ſtartled as I, When you gave me 
my ſpouſe, you were pleaſed. to ſay, that you 

gave me what would make me happy, and 1 
really believed you; but no ſooner were we 
laid down in our bed, but I heard a ſtrange 
noiſe under the coverlid ; it ſurprized me, I liſ- 
| "0 | tened, 
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tened, and at length perceived it was in her 
belly! upon that I clapped my ear to it, and 
could eaſily diſtinguiſh ſeveral voices; one cried, 
give me” a ſhift, another ſaid, I muſt have a 
turban, a third, I want flippers, a fourth want- 
ed meat, ſome ſherbet, quoth the fifth : On this 
I took to my heels, as fearing to become the fa- 
ther of ſo numerous a family, knowing well 
that I had nothing to give them, and caring by 
no means to ſtand the brunt of their re- 
proaches, | 
The Sultan laughed heartily at this ſtory : 
Come, come, ſays he, this fellow is not ſo great 
a fool as we took him for ; for how many peo- 


ple, hurried on by their paſſions, enter into mar- 


riage, without conſidering the conſequences, and 
fo bring a number of poor children into the 
world, expoſed to all the miſeries imaginable. 
But to prevent theſe fears in this gallant man, 
I will aſſign him for the maintainance of his 
wife and himſelf, two thouſand pieces of gold 
a year. Go then back, my friend, to your 
ſpouſe, diſquiet not yourſelf with the fear of 
the children, which may be begotten; I under- 
take that they ſhall be all provided for, and 
that as well as you can wiſh, For this I re- 
turned him a thouſand thanks, in a whimſical 
way, which ſo extremely pleaſed the Sultan, 
that he took from his finger à diamond ring of 


very great value, and giving it to me, ſaid : 


Carry this bauble to your wife, and tell her, I 


give her this as an earneſt of my kindneſs, and 


of the portion which I undertake to beſtow up- 

on aw. | 
You will eaſily credit me when I inform 
you that I returned very readily, and with much 
good-will to my ſpouſe ; to whom, with great 
ſatisfaction, I recounted all that had happened; 
the git] wanted not wit, and penetrated from 
Fs the 
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the firſt into my diſguiſe, believing firmly that 
I was no more a fool than was neceſſary to amuſe 
the Sultan, My dear Lord, ſaid ſhe, I was pre- 


ſent at the firſt interview you had with the Prince 


our Sovereign, and from that inſtant J conceived 
for you a ſincere inclination. Do not imagine, 
however, that I was as credulous as the good 
Sultan, We view thoſe we love, with eyes 
far more piercing than they are ſeen by other 
folks, and my paſſion enabled me to look quite 
through your artifice, and to perceive that you 


only put it on to eſcape an otherwiſe inevitable 


death. It was I, my dear, who influenced the 
Sultana to ſpeak in your favour, and .having 
confeſſed to her the liking I had to you, I 
perſuaded her to aſk it as a favour of the Sul- 
2 that we ſhould be united together for 
8 3 CH. 
I was ſo much ſurprized, continued Aboul- 


Aſſam, at what my wife had ſaid, that I could 


not for ſome moments recolle& myſelf to give 


her an anſwer, At length, reflecting that my 


ſilence was the ſtrongeſt evidence of her having 
gueſſed right, I frankly acknowledged the truth. 

hus, perfectly pleaſed with each other, we 
paſſed our hours moſt agreeably ; taking care, 
withal, to do nothing before the Sultan, which 


might make him ſuſpe& me of being in my 


wits ; I enjoyed a continual rotation of plea- 
ſure from my employment, which was to amuſe 
and divert the Sultan, by a thouſand gambols ; 
mocking this body, imitating that, and doing 
all that a wit in my ſtation could. do to make 
him merry and pleaſed. But I took care to 
avoid the rock on which I ſtruck at Chitor, viz. 
procuring enemies by making a wrong uſe of 
my credit and good fortune. On the contrary, 


I endeavoured now to pleaſe all the world, and 
| | ſucceeded 


— 


ſucceeded ſo happily, as to acquire a very con- 
ſiderable profit. 5 

The Monarch, to whom I now belonged, lov- 
ed falconry, and had particularly a white hawk, 
of which he was paſſionately fond. One day 
when he was going out to this ſport, he per- 
ceived that his favourite was very ſick, and 
drooped its head. Menoulon, ſaid the Sultan 
in an angry tone, to his falconer, you know 
how greatly I love this bird, and I am ſatisfied 
he could never have fallen into this condition 
if you had not been careleſs in your keeping 
him ; but let me tell you one thing, which may 
perhaps make you a little more careful for the 
future; as ſoon as you bring me word of his 
death, I ſhall order your head to be cut off.— 
The falconer retired in a terrible fright, took all 
the care he was able of the white hawk, but in 
ſpite of all his diligence, the bird died in eight 
days time, and his death plunged the un- 
happy Menoulon into the moſt excruciating af- 
fliction, as he doubted not but his end was al ſo 
very near, | 

As I lived directly qger againſt the falconer's, 
I heard the inceſſant lamentations of his ſer- 
vants and family for his misfortunes, and as I 
perceived that they were unfeignedly grieved 
for the miſchance of their maſter, ſo their 
concern touched me ſo tenderly, that I reſoly- 
ed to interpoſe my good offices to preſerve him, 
when he ſhould preſent himſelf before the Sul- 
tan, to give him an account of the birds, as he 
did every day after dinner, Make yourſelf eaſy, 
Menoulon, ſaid I, truſt to me on this occaſion. 


I warrant you, friend, I'll ſave you; and if ſome . 


body's head muſt drop on this buſineſs, it ſhall 
be none of your'ss Immediately I ran to court, 
where I founa the Sultan juſt ſat down to 
table; I took all the pains imaginable to enter. 

| 4 tain 
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tain him, and at laſt put him in high good hu- 
mour. He was infinitely ary, with my 
merry tricks, and began to aſk me, as uſual, 


abundance of queſtions. 


Prithee, King of Mouſcham, whence came 
you, ſaid he, that you are ſo much raiſed and 
tranſported ? From the falconry, my Lord, ſaid 
I, where in a ſquare before the aviary, I was 
entertained with the moſt beautiful fight, and 
regaled with the moſt raviſhing ſmell, for the 
whole ſpot was watered with rich eſſence, co- 
vered with tapeſtry, on which were ſtrewed 
the moſt odoriferous flowers. Thither I went 
to afk your falconer after your white Hawk, 


and found him lying with his face to the ground, 


bathed wit h tears. The Hawk lay thereupon 
alſo, his wings were flagged, his * 8 
his legs clinched, his eyes clofed. —— At this 
detail the Sultan ſtarted. Ah! Ah! cried he, 
aloud, 1 know that my poor white falcon 1s 
dead. | 
It is indeed as your Majeſty ſays: But mu 
not the poor man's head remain on his ſhoul- 


ders? The Sultan inſtantly called to mind his 


threat, and falling into a loud laugh: Go, go, 
ſaid he, to the grand falconer, tell him 1 am 
ſatisfied he did all he could for my poor bird, 
and that I pardon him this miſchance, and ſhall 
not revenge the falcon's death. I made all the 
haſte I could poſſibly to the man's houſe, to give 
him joy; and having recounted to him the me- 
thod I took to appeaſe the Sultan, and to ob- 
tain this grace, he took me in his arms, embraced 


me tenderly, and ſlipped into my hand a purſe 


with a thouſand pieces of gold, —Thus an ad- 
venture, which promiſed very ill, ended agree- 
ably 'to all e the Sultan was fully paci— 
fied, the falconer eſcaped death, which would 


otherwiſe have been his doom; and, as for me, 


-: J got 


os . * 
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I got a handſome ſum, and a reputation which 


brought in more. „ 
This behaviour contributed to my living. with 
great eaſe and ſatisfaction, which, with the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a wife whom I tenderly loved; made 
me conceive my happineſs very compleat ; and 
as men are very apt to flatter themſelves, I 
fooliſhly believed it would have no period. — 
But, alas ! this golden dream had a very ſudden 
concluſion, which happened thro” the Sultan's 


' untimely death, who riding hard in a great 


chaſe of wild beaſts, fell from his horſe, and 


received a mortal wound, leaving no heir male 
to ſucceed to his dominions. 3 


The diſturbances which this raiſed in the 
kingdom, rendering it more than probable, that 
1 ſhould not ſtand ſo much in the good graces 
of the ſucceſſor, as I had done in thoſe of the 
late Sultan, I propoſed to my wife, to retire 
from court, which ſhe very readily yielded to, 
as the ſucceeding Sultan had no great kindneſs 
for us. We choſe for our retreat, a little houſe 


in the ſuburbs of Golconda, which we fitted up 


in the moſt convenient manner, and enjoyed all 
the pleaſures of a private life, till my wife 


grew pregnant. I was extremely pleaſed at be- 


holding her in that condition; but even that 
happineſs was but of a ſhort duration, for the 
died in labour of a boy, who in a ſhort time 
was followed by his? mother. I have already had 
ſeveral occaſions to commend my wife, and, in- 
deed, ſhe gave me ſo many eſſential marks of 


her affection, that J loved her with an extreme 


paſhon ; inſomuch; that my grief for her loſs, 
had well nigh reduced me to that flate, which 
I had ſo long counter feited, that of a man out 
of his ſenſes. ä | > | 


EVEN- 
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The HisTory of the Blind Man of 
. ä Chitor. 


(Continued.) 


NCIRCLED in the moſt profound me- 
IL. lancholy, I abandoned myſelf to excruci- 
ating reflections, and for eight days refuſed meat, 
drink, and all kind of conſolation. My next 
door neighbour was a widow, advanced in 
years, who had afforded all the help ſhe could 
to my wife, in the time of her labour, This 
good woman was extremely touched at my miſ- 
fortune, ſhe would not abandon me, but by re- 
eated remo:1ſttances, prevailed upon me to lay 
aſide the reſolution I had formed, to pine my- 
ſelf to death. She had an only ſon, about thir- 
ty years of age, who joined his mother in theſe 
perſuaſions, and gave ſo many teſtimonies of 
his ſincere friendſhip for me, that I could not 
avoid repoſing in him the higheſt confidence. 
We lived together about fix months, and time, 
by degrees, having worn off my affliftion, and 
leſſened the grief which I at firſt had for my loſs, 
at length, I began to imitate my friend's way of 
living: — I ſpent my days and nights in play, 
wine and women, of whom I found no want in 
Golconda, This wretched%condut, ſoon ex- 
hauſted my money, and . preſents, 
which I had received at court. I could little 


depend on the two thouſand pieces of gold, 
| | which 
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MOGUL TALES a 
which the late Sultan had aſſigned me out of 
his treaſury, becauſe the new Monarch had 
threatened to cut off all the penſions beſtowed 
by his predeceſſors, and at laſt actually annulled 
them; ſo that 1 was reduced to ſell my movea- 
bles one after another, which quickly brought 
me to extreme poverty. The ſon of the widow, 
whom I have before mentioned, relieved me 
for ſome time; but finding I was like to become 
a conſtant charge to their family, (who were by 
no means able to bear it,) I formed a reſolution 
of becoming a Calendar : — I alſo engaged my 
comrade in debauchery, to accompany me from 
town to town, living all the time merrily at the 
expence of thoſe charitable perſons who relieve 
ed us. One day, when we were in the country, 
at the houſe of a devout Muſſulman, ſome peo- 
ple came in a hurry, and related ſuch extraor- 
dinary things of certain Perſian Mountebanks, 
who were at hand, as excited the curioſity of the 
women and children, in the good man's family. 
As I had never ſeen any of that ſort of people, 
I took ſome pains to perſuade the maſter of the 


= houſe,.to gratify the innocent inclinations of his 


wife and children, | 
To this our kind hoſt yielded his conſent, and 
the mountebanks were introduced into his out- 
yard, where his wives and daughters were pre- 
ſent, but covered with veils which reached even 
to their feet. The ſtrangers began their exploits 
by ſeveral tricks, ſufficient to amaze ſuch as 
had never ſeen them before. For one of them, 
throwing himſelf backwards, and reſting his feet 
and hands on the ground, with a dagger under- 
neath, reached within the breadth of a finger 
to his back ; upon his belly was ſet a little an- 
vil, whereon a piece of rough iron was beat 
and hammered, Afterwards a melon was ſet 
upon his belly, another at one blow of a fabre, 
| | cut 


most renn 
cut it in half, without ſo much as razing the 


 Tkin of him upon whom it reſted. Tho' theſe 


things were mightily admired by the ſpedctators, 
yet there was nothing in them which in the 
leaſt ſtruck me; for 1 conſidered with myſelf, 
that practice might enable them to do with great 


exactneſs and agility, what another perſon could 


not have done without injuring the perſon who 
was the patient on theſe occaſions; but I re- 
doubled my attention, when they promiſed to 
Plant in our preſence, the ſeeds of a tree, and 
make it in two hours, bear both bloſſoms and 
fruit, I . next tell you how they performed 
this. — They fpread in the court a curtain, ſuch 
a one as is made uſe of at Theatres. Juſt before 
it they planted the ſeed of a pippin, and after 
pronouncing various whimſical words, proper 
to amuſe filly people, they watered the ſeeds, 
and then covered them with the curtain, or 
cloth, which hid them from the eyes of the 
ſpectators. Then the Mountebanks fell to their 


tricks again, *till of a ſudden, removing the 


cloth with great exclamations, they ſhewed in 
the room of the pippin-ſeeds, a young plant 
about two feet high. Afterwards, the better 
to impoſe on their audience, one of them was 
let blood in the left arm, and the place ſprink- 
led with his gore; the cloth being drawn over 


it again, they renewed their gambols two or three 


times over, ſhewing us, as in conſequence of 
their enchantment, a little apple tree, about 
the bigneſs of one's arm, four feet high, which 
firſt had buds on it, and afterwards real fruit, 
by which they pretended to ſatisfy their 
promiſe. . | | 
| Notwithſtanding all the addreſs of theſe arch 
cheats, and the loud applauſes they reeeived 
from the ſpectators, I perſuaded myſelf, that 


the whole of this tranſaction was accompliſhed 


without 


MOGUL TALES 167 
without the help of magick. I had examined 
every thing they did with ſuch attention, that 
I perceived their artifice depended upon their 
curtain, or cloth, which was ſo contrived, that 
while they took off the attention of the audi- 
ence, by the little artifices which I have relat- 
ed, a child of ten or twelve years of age ſlipt 
underneath, and performed the neceſſary opera- 
tions of removing and planting the ſeeds, ſprigs 
and trees, Which we beheld, 942 

Tho' I left the good Muſſulman and his fami- 
ly in the greateſt admiration at what had; hap- 
pened, yet I was reſolved the Chief of the 
Mountebanks ſhould not go away with a notion 
of having made me his dupe. I therefore took 
him aſide, and told him in plain terms, That 
I had diſcovered the whole myſtery of the farce 
he had been playing: He ſmiled, and acknow- 
ledged the truth of all I ſaid. — © But what 
other uſes, ſaid he, can one make of theſe 
ſots? you and I get a living out of them the 
ſame way, or at leaſt with very little variation: 
Come, come, canting and grimaces are not 

7 Aa grain honeſter, than addreſs and flight of 

hand.“??? | 

f “J was, continued he, a Calendar as well as 
you, but finding that life a continual rotation 
of the ſame thing over again, and perfectly in- 
fipid, I quitted it, for that ſtate of life in which 
you ſee me engaged. I afſure you that I find I 
have made a very happy exchange, meeting with 
continual variety, and a wondrous kind recep- 
tion wherever we <come, and amidſt ſo much 
admiration, as you ſee the people are ſtruck 
with, when they behold our tricks; you cannot 
ſuppoſe we run any degree of being ſtarved ; 
nay, to tell you the truth, in order to be an 


accompliſhed Calendar, it is neceſſary, in my 
4 78. N opinion, 
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opinion, to have ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a 
company like ours; nor do I deſpair of taking 
up again that habit which I have quitted, when 
I ſhall be advanced in years, and to wear it 
with a better grace, and more ſatisfaction than 
I did formerly. Now if you and your comrade 
will enter into our ſociety, we ſhall readily re- 
ceive you, and I can tell you a motive not a 
little inviting : — We have a couple of young 
girls, who have lately entered with us, and 
they, I dare ſay, will be glad of ſuch handſome 
33 companions as you both promiſe 
to be.” | | 

This propoſition did not a little ſurprize my 


companion, tho? it did not in the leaſt aſtoniſh 


me. My friend, ſaid I to him, never heſitate 
upon the matter; there are ſo many advantages 
likely to ariſe to us, from entering into this ſo- 
ciety, that we ought readily to acquieſce; for 
my part, the offers of this kind man, have per- 
fectly determined me to accept it. — But till 
am thoroughly verſed in your myſteries, ſaid I 


to the chief of the Mountebanks, as I would 
not be altogether uſeleſs ; ſo I deſign to publiſh 


as a Quack, moſt miraculous medicines of my 
own preparing. I have heretofore practiſed phy- 


ſick for my diverlion, and with my ſalves and 


my ointments have done ſuch cures as would 
aſtoniſh you, and I will venture to affirm, that 
I ſhall make as much money this way, as the 
molt dextrous of your attendants; nay, if at any 
time, I ſhould be ſo wnlucky as to miſs of a 
cure, I warrant you, I ſhall excuſe myſelf ſo 


well, as to have no fault laid upon my medi- 


cines.“ © Very well, . replied the Chief of the 
Mountebanks, you were certainly born for our 
profeſſion, and yet had miſſed your natural vo- 


Cation, if we had not met you by chance ; come 


then 
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then into our fraternity.“ No, my friend, re+ 
plied he, we muſt return to that pious family, 
who have ſo kindly entertained us; but to- mor- 
row morning, by break of day, both I and my 
companion will, come to you,” 

We executed our promiſe exactly, lay ing aſide 
our Calendar's habits; they, according to the 
propoſal of their Chief, preſented us with a cou- 
ple of female dancers, who promiſed to be very 
faithful, as long as we continued in their troop. 
In three weeks time, we were inſtructed in all 
their little ſubtleties. Beſides, the advantages 
which the Society reaped from me in common 
with the reſt of our members, it was not a lit- 
tle indebted to me, for the money and praiſes, 
which were the reward af my medicines. To 
ſpeak the truth, I knew how to commend them 
{o well, and delivered my harangues with ſo. 
graceful a volubility of tongue, that there was 
ſcarce any body whom I did not wheedle, into 
buying of ſomething; but above all my packets, 
I had an, ointment which I praiſed, as a thing 
capable of doing wonders, and with which, 
joined to the dexterity of my companions, in 
the execution of a trick which we contrived, I 
paſſed on the people for no leſs than a worker 
of miracles, Ihe thing was thus; they produc- 
ed a child about ſix years of age to the ſpecta- 
tors, and after having amuſed them with certain 
antick tricks and grimaces, they threw it up in 

the air, where breaking, it fell down in pieces, 
arms, thighs, legs, hands, feet, and at length the 
head, all which I took and jointed together, and 
then ſmearing the whole over with my ointment, 


continuing to chafe and rub it, until the child _ 
ſtarted up, and walked about as before. The | 


whole of this had nothing in it of reality, but 
was only executed with ſuch addreſs and acti- 
vity, that the ſpectators were cheated by a change 
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of objects, the true child being imperceptibly 
withdrawn, and an artificial image, the cavity 
of which was filled with blood, and fo jointed, 
as to break to pieces in the air, was thrown up 
in its ſtead. The true child appearing again, as 
ſoon as I had placed together, the ſeemingly 
mangled limbs, and rubbed them with my oint- 
ment, | 

I continued to lead this libertine kind of 
life for about three years, during which, I en- 


joyed all the ſatisfaction imaginable: We viſited 


almoſt every town in Indoftan : Aﬀterwards we 
went to Candahar, and at laſt to Iſpahan. At 
this city was a place where debauchery was car- 
ried to the utmoſt height, and as there was a 
great number of women therein, whoſe merit 


did not conſiſt in their virtue, it would have 


been a miracle, if I had continued conſtant to 
the miſtreſs aſſigned me by our Society. My 


comrade and I refuſed not one day to accompany 


ſome young Lords in a party of pleaſure ; their 
deſign was to viſit one of ' thoſe women, who 
had diſtinguiſhed herſelf by a very extraordina- 


ry condu@ ; for after amaſling together a vaſt- 


deal of money by her profeſſion, ſhe had taken 
a reſolution to perform penance for her faults, 
and in order to expiate them, made a pilgrimage 
to Mecca ; after her return from which, ſhe had 
bought fix ſlaves, whom ſhe let out at Iſpahan 
by the hour, day, or by the week, as the cuſtom 
is in Perſia, giving all the money ſhe procured by 
this kind of traffick to the poor, believing: that 
ſhe thereby performed a moſt religious act, in 
the eyes or our Prophet. This woman, tho? ſhe 
was now thirty-ſix years of age, retained ſtill 
great beauty, and as the difficulty of gratifica- 
tion always increaſes our paſſions ; ſo one of 
the young Lords, inſtead of looking favourably 
on the flaves, who were certainly both younger 


and 
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and handſomer than the miſtreſs, made ſuch pro- 
poſitions to the woman herſelf, as would cer- 
tainly have vanquiſhed any perſon, who had 
not been given up to ſo ſingular a kind of de- 
votion. She however, refuſed him with great 
conſtancy, but perceiving that two others inclin- 
ed to the ſame thing, ſhe reſolved to provide 
for her own defence, She ſeized a poniard, 
and holding it in her hand, declared ſhe would 
plunge it into the bowels of him, who durſt of- 
fer her any kind of violence. They, who were 
men of quality, thought this was all artifice and 
grimace, and therefore her firit ſuitor, inſtantly 
endeavoured to catch her in his arms, but ſhe 
prevented him by a blow, which laid him dead 
at her feet. This action aſtoniſhed us all, and 
ſo much enraged one of his friends, that takin 
his ſabre in his hand, he in the firſt tranſport © 
his paſſion, cut the unhappy woman to pieces, 
making her thereby a miſcrable victim of an 
ill- regulated devotion, Her ſlaves, ſeeing their 
miſtreſs weltering in her blood, filled the houſe 
With their cries, which were ſo piercing, that 
they alarmed the whole neighbourhood, and 
: drew a vaſt concourſe of people round about 
the houſe. | | 
In a ſhort time the doors were open, and the 
Cady, with his Archers, being entered, we were 
all arreſted, This adventure had made 400 much 
noiſe, not to require ſome example; but all theſe 
young Lords were very potent ; the Judge fear- 
ing the reſentment of their families, releaſed them 
on their parole, and my comrade and I, Who 
were perfectly innocent, were conducted to 
priſon. | 5 | 
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POO OL JO OL OL TOTO 
EVENING XXI. 
The HisToxy of the Blind Man of 

(continued. 


S the unhappy woman who had eriſhed 


A 


who would require vengeance for her death :— 
We were, according to the Perſian law, to have 
been immediately diſcharged, and there was the 


greater reaſon, becayfe the women of the houſe 


acknowledged, that we were no ways acceſlary 
to the murder; but the Cady, not ſo much to 
puniſh the offence committed, as to awe the 
young libertines of the court from ſuch diſor- 
ders, which, till then, had been frequent enough, 
adjudged us to a new kind of puniſhment, which 


was that of being whipt-from the principal gate 
of the city, to the houſe of the deceaſed ; in 
vain did the Chief of our troop endeavour by 


all the ſubmiſſion poſſible to avert this ſentence, 
but net having money enough to corrupt the 


iniquitous Judge who paſſed it, we were, with- 
out pity, carried to the place where our ſuffer- 


ings were to begin. The two poor women who 
were in our ſociety, perceiving that our Chief 


was not able to help us by his intreaties, be- 


thought themſelves of a method, which appear- 


Cady 


by the brutal fferceneſs of thefe debauched 
men of quality, had been formerly a flave, fo 
ſhe had of conſequence no relation at Iſpahan, 


ed more likely to ſucceed. They found out the 
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Cady who was appointed to whip us, and of- 
fered the fellow a conſiderable gratuity, in caſe 
he would treat us fayourably, giving him in 
hand four pieces of gold, by way of earneſt.— 
The brutal villain promiſed all they could wiſh ; 
but inſtead of performing it, he diſcharged his 
office with ſuch ſeverity, that our ſhoulders 
flowed with blood, and afterwards, under pre- 
tence of providing againſt a mortification, they 
waſhed us with vinegar, wherein falt had been 
diſſolved ; and notwithſtanding all our tears, 
cries, and ſupplications, rubbed it with unne- 
ceſſary ſeverity, into our wounds; to which he 
added, a harbarous ſtroke of raillery ; telling us, 
that he had not taken ſo much pains, if the 
woman had not g him four pieces of gold, 
for his trouble. 

After ſuffering this cruel puniſhment, which 
we had little deſerved ; we had by no means 
any inclination to ſtay longer at Iſpahan. I 
therefore that very day day quitted the Moun- 
tebank company ; my old companion not caring 
to leave me, we left the town together, load- 
ing the Cady with our curſes, and reſolving to 
be revenged, if poſſible, It happened, luckily 
enough, that we had each of us fifty pieces of 
gold in our pockets, when this happened; we 
inſtantly changed our habits, and were ſupplied 
by certain Jews, who deal in ſuch things, with 


the habits of Calendars; the road we took was 


that of Schiras ; we continued our march for 
four or five hours, and ſtopped in the evening 
at a pretty large town, which, however, had not 
ſo much as a Caravanſera in it. At laſt, obſerv- 
ing a good old man ſtanding at his door, we ad- 
dreſſed him, and defired he would ſhew us 
where we might have a lodging? As the man 
happened to be no better than'a poor carpenter, 
he made us an offer of his houſe with great ci- 


Q 3 vility; 
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vility ; we thereupon gave him a piece of gold 
to get ſomething for us to eat ; he accepted it, 
and went to perſorm his commiſſion, after hav- 


ing ſhewed us into the lower room, The fiſt 


object that preſented itſelf to our eyes, was the 
Cady's officer, who had treated us ſo cruelly, 
but as he had never ſeen us before we fell into 
his hands, and as we had changed our habits, 
he had not the leaſt knowledge of us; and the 
carpenter, returning with our proviſions, we 
found that he knew as little of the man as our- 


| ſelves; we therefore failed not in any point of 


civility to him; nay, we invited him to take 


part of our commons. At ſupper, we. were all 
ther, our landlord 
„ and ſome excel- 


very gay and merry tage 
having provided a roaſt kahb 
lent wine, of which we drank heartily, and at 
night ſlept in one chamber; my comrade and I, 
lay upon a mattreſs by ourſelves, and we did 
not ſuffer ileep to cloſe our eyes, till we had 
concerted a method to take vengeance of the 
raſcal who had a ſhare in our landlord's bed. 
We were apprized of 1 to be gone 
the next day on a journey; therefore, I roſe 
pretty early in the morning, and bought a large 
broom, which I brought in under my habit, 
and having divided it into three parts, my com- 
rade and | taking each of us a good handful of 
rods, and briſkly entering his room, the land- 
lord being got up, we firſt ſtript ourſelves to 


Ch the waiſt, and then fell without ere upon him, 


whoſe head was ſcarce cool, fince yeſterday's de- 
bauch. The wretch was exceedingly amazed, 
when we diſcovered who we were; in vain did 
he throw himſelf at our feet, and by the moſt 
moving intreaties, endeavour: to ſoften our re- 
ſentment ; we had juſt as much compaſſion for 
him, as he had for us, and: in 2 Bule time we 
| +. ya. . ance 


rr 
A, E 
0 1 e G 
— Gr n p 
az 4 Ee 


MOGUL. TALES. 175 
reduced him into ſuch a pitequs condition, as 
would have melted any hearts unhardened, by 
the deſire of revenge. By this time, I had uſed 
a couple of the rods, and wetted them pretty 
thoroughly in the fellow's blood; his cries, how- 
ever, alarmed the carpenter and all the neigh- 
bours, who came running, to enquire into the 
matter, believing we were cutting one another's 
throats, as we had ſhut the door faſt, and cried 
out all alike ; the people inſtantly broke in, and 
ſeeing us all in ſuch a condition, were in a won- 
derful ſurprize.— There is nothing in this, gen- 
tlemen, Haid my comrade, which ought to amaze 
you ſo much, as this man had a great inclination 
to become a Calendar as well as we; on this 
diſcourſe, we inſß ed him, that great patience 
and reſignation e required to paſs thro? our 
noviciate ; he ſmiled at the gravity of our ex- 
preſſions, and to ſhew how great a ſtock of 
paſſive courage he had, propoſed that we ſhould 
laſh one another, after the manner you ſee; we 
bore the laſhes he gave us, till our ſhoulders 
were raw, without ſpeaking a word; but after 
having treated us fo cruelly, we no ſooner began 
to laſh him, but he roared out loud enough io 
be heard -by the whole town. Judge you then, 
if this man will ever make a good Calendar? 
the people hearing this, offered no longer io in- 
terpoſe: The poor devil attempted to ipeak for 
himſelf, but we made ſuch a noiſe that he could 
not be heard; the neighbours encouraged us tu 
hold him, but we laid on ſo furioufly, that at 
laſt, he fell down without ſenſe; which op- 
portunity we took, to ſecure the four pieces 
of gold, and left him to the charity of the 
people.” ai IOW Rs 1 193, £8 IT 13062 
I need not tell you, that we made all the 
haſte imaginable from this town, that we —_ 
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be far enough out of reach, before the truth of 


our adventure was diſcovered. Thus habited as 
Calendars, we led our.old kind of life, rambling 
about, through moſt of the principal towns in 
Perſia, for the ſpace of a year and half, wherein 
we enjoyed the utmoſt ſenſual pleaſure, tho? to 


outward appearance, we maintained an air of 


ſanctity and mortification : — An art, too com- 
monly praiſed by cunning debauchees, not in 
Perſia only, but all the world over. | 

As time had not at all leſſened the ſpite I bore 


the Cady of Iſpahan, or extinguiſhed the vio- 


lent deſire I had to be revenged on him, I could 
not help fancying, that time and our dreſs, would 
ſo effectually have diſguiſed us, that we might 


venture into that city, with@lt being diſcovered ; 


but my comrade, who was"@'man of greater ſo- 
lidity, eafily diſcerned the dangers: to which 
ſuch an attempt muſt of neceflity expoſe us; 
theſe he ſet before me in the ſtrongeſt light ; but 
when he found that this did not alter my reſo- 
lution, thinking the deſign too dangerous to em- 


bark in, he left me to run the riſque by myſelf, 
1 returned then to Iſpahan, where the firſt 


news I heard, was, that the executioner was 
dead of the blows we had given him, which did 
not a little rejoice me, being thereby delivered 
from the fear of being diſcovered by him, as 
well as from the dread-of any revenge he might 
take of me. Secure on this ſide, I attended for 
near a year, with the utmoſt aſſiduity on the 
Cady, as often as he heard cauſes, inſomuch, 
that all the city took notice of it, attributing my 
diligence, to a deſire of becoming a maſter of 
the true principles of equity, becauſe that Ma- 
giſtrate was eſteemed a very able man in his 


rofeſſion; nor was my conduct at all incon- 


ſiſtent with the character which I had aſſumed; 


for as it obliged me to give good advice to all 


ſuch 
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ſuch families as entertained me, and to endea- 
vour, as much as poſhble, to promote peace, 
unity and coneord ; the ſtudy of the law of rea- 
ſon, and the cuſtoms of Perſia, ſeemed but ne- 
ceſſary ingredients for the juſt diſcharge of theſe 
duties. However, the thing appeared new; 
other Calendars, tho' very juſt and diſcreet per- 
ſons, had never made uſe of theſe precautions, 
and therefore every body admired my behaviour 
in this reſpect; inſomuch, that my reputation 
grew to ſuch a height, as engaged moſt of the 
mechanicks about Iſpahan, to chuſe me for an 
Arbitrator, as often as any differences ſprung up 
amongſt them. At length, things took the turn 
I wiſhed; an opportunity offered of gratifying 
my revenge, and I took care not to let it lip. 
One day, the Cady pronounced a ſentence moſt 
flagrantly unjuſt, depriving thereby a young 
orphan of an eſtate, which properly belonged to 
her; and as he wiſtruſted the ſecurity of the 


reward, he had the indiſcretion to take it even 


in the ſeat of judgment. Upon this, I ſtepped 
up to him, and whiſpered him thus in the ear ; 
„ Behold a man, whom you cauſed to be cru- 
elly ſcourged, and that unjuſtly too; behold 
him, I fay, after three years abſence, and re- 
ceive from him the juſt puniſhmegt of thy 
crimes.” As I pronounced theſe words, I plung- 


ed my dagger into his breaſt, then dragging him 4 hp 


off his ſeat, and throwing the body at my feet, 
I ſat down, with much compoſure in his place. 
That man, ſaid I, to thoſe who flood round, 
who were aſtoniſhed at the. boldnefs of the 
fact, has Juſt now pronounced a ſentence, con- 
trary to law as well as equity. Inſtead of being 
the protector of widows and orphans, I have 


for a long time paſt detected him, in W ; 


and robbing them, by which he has acquire 


immenſe riches, as well as by the coſtly pre- 
| ſents 


ſents he received from thoſe who put themſelves 


ſordid avarice, that they offered not to make 
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under his protection. Hearken then to my de. 
ciſion; in the firſt place, I reverſe his judgment 
againſt the orphan, and do reſtore her to the 
poſſeſſion of her right. I farther condemn the 
party bribing him to this unequitable act, to re-. 
ceive a hundred baſtinado's on the ſoles of his 
feet, and that upon the ſpot, that men may be 
deterred from the commiſhon of ſuch villainies 
for the future. e 1 | 
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EVENING XXII. 
The His roxy of Aoul- Aſam, the 
Blind Man of Chor. 8 
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0 \HE Cady was hated to ſuch a degree, even 


by his own ſlaves, for his ſeverity and 


the leaſt ſtir upon this occaſion ; and as all If 


* 2 had teſtified a great reſpect for me, ſo no- 


ody attempted to avenge the deceaſed Judge. 
On the contrary, the world applauded my cou- 
rage, and declared me a hero, for the boldneſs 


of my action; nay, and ſuffered the judgment I 


had pronounced, to be executed on the ſpot.— 
But the ſequel was yet more wonderful. The 
Governor of Iſpahan en what I had 


done; and, having cauſed me to be conducted 


into his preſence, offered me the poſt of Cady 
for myſelf; but I moſt humbly entreated him 
; 5 to 
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to excuſe me from accepting an office, which te- 
quired ſo delicate a turn of mind, requiſite for 
the due diſcharge thereof, ſince it was impoſſibie 
not to do great injuſtice, or not to raiſe; ab un- 
dance of enemies, by doing juſtice ſeverely, and 
without reſpe& of perſons. My Lord, ſaid J, 
the polt you are ſo good to offer me, ought not 
only to be filled by a perſon of very great ca- 
pacity, but likewiſe by one, who has a very 
ſtrict eye on his actions. He is in the ſame ſtate 
as the driver of a chariot, drawn: by ſix fleet 
horſes; he muſt know how to guide them, even 
with a looſe rein; for the leaſt check in their 
career, would precipitate him from his ſeat, and 
perhaps daſh him in pieces: Theſe, ſir, are the 
refleftions which hinder me from accepting this 
honour ; but no doubt, another may ba found, 
of a more enterprizing ſpirit. "$3411 6682» 

This refuſal ſtruck the governor with ſurprize-z 
he could not help admiring my modeſty ; where- 
fore, giving me an hundred crowns, by way of 
preſent, he permitted me to retire. 1. 
But notwithſtanding theſe pretences, jt was 
not from any principle of honeſty, that I refuſed 
ſo lucrative an employment; I was really in 
great fear, that ſome time or other, it might be 
found out, that I had been whipped through the 
city; beſides, I, had ſome ſuſpicions, that che 


relations of the Cady, whom I had murdered, 


might cauſe me to be alſaſſinated, wherefore 1 
inſtantly quitted Iſpahan, to viſit the famous 
city of Perſepolis, and the celebrated temple 
which Solomon is ſaid to have built. I have 
read in the book called,“ The Wonders done by 
the Prophets, that the Sultan, becoming an Ido- 
later, through the perſuaſions of his Queen, the 
daughter of Faroun, who was of the religion of 
the Gubres, i. e. Perſees, or. Worſhippers of 
Fire; but not caring to profane the temple of 

I Jeruſalem, 
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Jeruſalem, by erecting therein any altar to 


theſe Idols, he commanded the Dæmons to go 


and build a noble Palace, wherein his Queen 
might perform the rites of her religion, and to 
rect there tombs for her and her poſterity, 
Nine years. were the Dzmons employed in build: 
ing this edifice, i and not having finiſhed it in 
that time, the 8 died, on which that Mo- 
narch commanded them to proceed no farther, 
and contented himſelf with laying in thoſe 


amaſſed. | | 


ſepulchres, the prodigious treaſures he had 


. * So many wonders were ſufficient to excite a | 


Nrong curioſity in me; I travelled therefore 
with all the ſpeed imaginable, till 1 reached 
Perſepelis, where, having viewed thoſe ſurpriz- 
ing and ſtupendous ruins, which have rendered 
that country famous ; I could not help believing, 
as well as others, that it was impoſſible they 
ſhould have been raiſed by human hands. I 
then entered into the ſubterranean tombs, which 
are ſaid to have been guarded by thoſe Genii 
whom Solomon employed to build them. AFf- 
terwards I made two journeys to a famous moun- 
tain, which ſeems. a large maſs of rock, very 


my on every ſide. It is ſomewhat more than 
hal 


a mile round; on its ſummit there riſes a 

ſort of tower, in which one ſees windows as in 

a fort, but there is no entrance that is apparent. 

This unaccountable work, which is called Cala 

a dive ſe Fid, that is, the Caſtle of the white 

1 Dæmon, is looked upon to be the tomb of the 
1? 7 giant Ruſtem. The inhabitants of the country, 
about this mountain, aſſured me, that they had 
a tradition, that in this place, the.greateft part 
of King Solomon's treaſures were ſhut up. Mov- 
ed with this account, I rook ſeveral walks round 
it, on purpoſe to ſee if it were not poſſible to 
find ſome way in; my pains were to no purpoſe, 
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and I was obliged to retire towards a neighbour- 
ing village, but being ſurprized by the night, I 
laid down under a tree, in order to expect the 
return of day-light. The ſtories of the mountain 
no way difturbed me; I was weary with walk- 
ing, and very ready to go to reſt ; but juſt as I 
began to clole my eyes, I ſaw a light, which by 
degrees grew very bright, at the foot of the moun- 
tain 3 notwithſtanding I was a good deal ſurpriz- 
ed at this unexpected ſight, yet I roſe and ran 

towards it. When I came up, I found it pro- 
ceeded from a flambeau, which was nc by 
a little man, towards whom, as I drew near, I 
perceived that he was entering a ſubterraneous 
paſſage, which, notwithſtanding all my induf- 
try, 1 could not diſcover the day before. He 
beckoned me to follow him; we went down to- 
gether, for ſome time, into the mountain ; at 
laſt we traverſed a long alley of black marble, 
but ſo finely poliſhed, that it had the appear- 
ance of alooking-glaſs: Having paſſed this, in 
the ſpace of a quarter of an hour, we reached 
Va large hall, where we found three men ſtand- 
ing mute, and in poſtures of ſorrow ; they were 
looking earneſtly on a triangular table, whereon 
lay a book with claſps of gold; on its back was 
this inſcription ; * Let no Man touch this Di- 
vine Treatiſe who is not perfectly pure.” 
The little man whom 1 had followed, had not 
hitherto broke filence, but now bade me fit down 
by thoſe three perſons; I heard him with ſur- 
prize, but obeyed him. I wiſh, ſaid I to one 
of them, that this peace may always continue 
among you. Peace is baniſhed from theſe ſad 
places, replied the eldeſt of the three, with an 
air of ſternneſs. If peace be not here, anſwer- 
ed] affrighted, what are you ? And what do 
| you here? We wait, ſaid the ſecond, in this 
ſepulchre, for the juſt judgment of God! You 
V 
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are then, continued I, great finners ? Alas! cri- 
ed the third, we are continually tortured for the 
evil ations we have done ; ſee what a wretched 
Nate we arein; then they unbuttoned their 
waiſtcoats, and through their ſkin, which appear- 
ed like chryſtal, I ſaw their hearts compaſſed 
with hre; by which, tho' they were burning 
without. ceaſing, yet they were never conſumed! 
I then-was at no loſs for the reaſon of their look- 
ang ſo-ghaftly, and affrighted, and for all thoſe 
ſigns of agony, which were painted in their fa- 
ces, it was: impoſlible for me to look on theſe 
miſerably tormented men without compaſſion; 
the man who had conducted me thither, perceiv- 
ed it. Vou ſee, ſaid he, their puniſhment, but 
do you know their crimes ? Draw that curtain, 
and you may ſatisfy your curighty. 


W ee eee eee te 
EVENING XXIII 


on of the HisTory of the 
Blind Man of Chor. 


HAD no ſooner drawn the curtain, than I 

1 faw a large table, wherein ſeveral actions 
were painted, and that in colours ſo bold and 
vivid, that the figures ſeemed alive: I could ea- 
fily diſcern therein theſe three perſons, who were 
repreſented, had perpetrated the moſt deteſtable 
acts; in a word, the whole was a ſcene of rob- 
beries, murders and burnings, too numerous for 
me to enter into a detail of, At the fight of theſe 
Ry ent | particular 
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particular repreſentations of their crimes, inſtead 


of looking with an air of repentance, I could 


ſee joy ſpread over their faces, inſomuch, that 
it was very apparent, that theſe men of blood 
would have returned to their former, courſe of 
life, if they had been at liberty; I was ſo en- 
raged at the heholding ſuch iniquity, that I 


could not bridle my paſſion : — Wretches, ſaid 
I, tince your lives were one continued ſcene of- 


rapine, diſſoluteneſs, and bloodſhed, inſtead of 


ſatisfaction, your countenances ſhould ſhew: 


ſhame and grief, for that unworthy conduct, you 
had manifeſted of yourſelves, while upon earth, 


And why do you inſult us? ſaid he who ſpoke 

laſt, come and look on the othgr fide of the 
table. Saying this, he ſtruck it a blow with his 
hand, which turned it upſide-down, when to my 
extreme ſorrow, I perceived every circumſtance 
of my life, as diſtinctly painted; my impudent 


preſumption, when firſt phyſician to the Sultan 


of Chitor ; the puniſhment I received and the dif- 
ferent conditions through which 1 paſſed; all 
my debaucheries, were 1 to the life! 
I] ſaw the ſervant of the Cady, covered over 
with ſtrokes, and reſigning his life in agonies ; 
and the Cady himſelf pierced to the heart with 


wv 


2 poniard, and lying at m feet, weltering 


in a torrent of his own blood! At this repre- 


ſentatzon, it was impoſſible to expreſs the wretch- 
ed agony I was in; however, I humbled my- 


ſelf to the Prophet, and with a ſincere heart, 
begged that my penitence might atone for my 
paſt faults, I allo implored a chaſtiſement here 


on earth, whereby I might repent of my of- 
fences, and that thereby I might eſcape thoſe 
puniſhments which await Infidels. I had ſcarce. 


brought forth theſe words, which I accompani- 
ed with a flood of tears, but the little man 


gave me a blow in the face with his lighted 


R 2 flambeau : 
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flambeau : — There, ſaid he, do penance for 
thy crimes for ſeven years; de not murmur, bur 
expect all things from the pity and mercy of 
Heaven ; and then I heard a clap of thunder, 
ſo long, and ſo loud, that I thought all Nature 
was ſhaken to pieces. I funk into a ſwoon, 
from whence, when I recovered, I had ſcarce 
ſenſe ; not knowing where I was, I lay on the 
ground till morning, when I was awakened by 
the cries of the Minarets, who ſummoned the 
8 to prayers. Great Prophet, cried I, where 
ve I been? where am I? what darkneſs is 
this that ſurrounds me? Friend, ſaid a man that 
came by, you muſt certainly be blind: Why, 
you are lying at the door of the great Moſque 
at Chitor. At Chitor, faid I, nay, I was this 
inſtant at Perſepolis. The man laughing, ſaid 
to another, this blind man muſt have drank 
heartily laſt night, and the fumes are not out 
of his Lead this morning; or if the matter be 
not ſo, he is certainly out of his wits. What, 
ſaid I, am I either drunk or mad? No, no, 
what has happened to me is real: Alas! I feel 
the little man's ow has taken away my eyes, 
but I preſume no o murmur, I ſubmit content- 
edly, and ſhall w.:!: refignation undergo all that 
is appointed me, Every inſtant convinced me 
of the truth of what the man had told me; all 
thoſe that paſſed by, diſcourſed in ſuch a man- 
ner of their affairs, 'as plainly convinced me 
I was at Chitor. — As there are many charitable 
people in that city, I got large alms, but even 
theſe affected me with no fmall mortification ; 
to find myſelf reduced to ſuch circumſtances, 
where once none was greater than I, except the 
Sultan and the Vizier. | 
The evil I fuffered, was ſufficient to teach 
me to behave with greater piety for the future. 
I hired a little chamber in the ſuburbs, and did 
$77: | not, 
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not, for the ſpace of ſeven years, omit ſo much 
as one day paying my devotion to the Prophet: 
Every morning I placed myſelf at the door of 
the great Moſque, and remained there till I got 
ſufficient alms to buy me victuals for the day, 
and in this manner had I waſted my whole 
life; notwithſtanding repeated advices to go 
to Ormuz, and there recover my eye-ſight: If 
Albaert, favoured with a like inſpiration, to 
extricate me out of theſe miſeries, had not come 
and carried me thence, and, by reſtoring my 
light he has convinced me that our great Pro- 
phet is no longer angry. : Wks, 
The adventures of Aboul-Aſſam infinitely di- 
verted the Sultanas. The Sultan of Guzarat re- 
ceived a ſingular pleaſure from the recigal. The 
ladies admired all the extraordinary events in 
the life of the blind man, and the various, mira- 
cles which had happened to him. As they 
were talking, the keeper of the Caravanſera 
came to inform Schirin, that there were juſt 
arrived two perſons exceedingly” handſome, in 
the habits of merchants, and who teſtified a very 
ſincere friendſhip for each other. The court 
immediately-gave orders, that he ſhould bring 
them into the Palace, but the keeper of the Ca- 
ravanſera had not waited for their orders, he 
had already given them a decottion of the Bu- 
eng, and had cauſed them to be brought into 
the Palace, where they were juſt ready to awake. 
The Prince and the Sultanas expreſſed great im- 
patience to ſee theſe two ſtrangers, and as ſoon 
as they had intelligence that they began to ſhe .,. 
ſigns of life, they cauſed the doors to be ſet 
open : 'The Sultanas no ſooner beheld the two 
young men, but they expreſſed a great ſur- 
prize at their beauty and fine mien; as for the 
ſtrangers, they gazed upon one another with 
22 R 3 | W +- "lt 

1 


186 MOGUL TALES. 
the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, The fight of ſo mag. 
nificent a Palace for a while employed all their 
attention, till ſuddenly turning their eyes on 
the company, they inſtantly ſet up a cry of joy, 
and ran together to throw themſelves at the feet 
of the Princeſs of Perſia. 5 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the ſurprize of 
Canzade, when ſhe perceived that the two ſtran- 
gers were the Prince of Vifapour, and the Sul. 
tan of Ormuz ; if the preſence. of the firſt gave 
her a moſt ſenſible joy, yet the fear ſhe was 
{truck with at the ſight of the other, was ſo vio- 
lent, that ſhe fell in a ſwoon into the arms of 
Karabag. This accident obliged the Sultanas to 
run to the aſſiſtance of the. lady; while they 
were 7 employed, Cazan-Can addreſſed him- 
ſelf to Her in theſe words. Fear no longer, 
Madam, the effects of a paſſion. which at this 
moment. covers me with confufion, No leſs 
than a miracle, my dear, ſiſter, hath deſtroyed 
thoſe deſires in my heart, and you are now to 
regard that brother, whom you formerly beheld 
With horror, as a perſon worthy of your pity. 
Pardon then, fair e the evils you have 
felt through me. I bluſh not to acknowledge my 
crimes, Which are proofs of the malignity of the 
human keart ; but thanks to our Prophet, they 
are now eradicated, and I am no. more that ter- 
rible lover, whom you have ſo much dreaded, 
To convince you of the truth of what I ſay, I 
conſent that the Prince of Viſapour may become 
your ſpouſe, and that without the leaſt delay 
imaginable,” . | 
Canzade was not able to perſuade herſelf that 
what ſhe ſaw was perſectly real; ſhe fancied ra- 
ther that the fairies, to whom ſhe doubted not 
but this Palace belonged, had, to flatter her, 
cauſed thoſe phantoms to appear, who in a ſhort 


time would vaniſh again; what confirmed her 
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Cazan-Can, which rendered it very improbable, 
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in this notion, was the many perfidious acts of 


that he ſhould expreſs himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner; What appeared ſtill more extraordinary, 
was the ſtrict friendſhip between her lover and 
her brother. However, Cothbeddin endeavour- 
ed to ſooth her doubts, and calm all her appre- 


henſions; for taking her hand gently between 


his, and lifting it to his mouth, he then addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to her in theſe words. Yes, moſt 
charming Canzade, ſaid he, you are no longer 
to look upon. your brother as our common ene- 
my; for he not only gives conſent fincerely to 
our union, but has for above three months paſt, 


accompanied me in the ſearch of you, 'till now, 


when beginning to deſpair of ever finding you 
again, we are, we know not by what happy ac- 
cident, brought into your preſence, and that in 
a Palace more magnificent than any thing we 
have hitherto ſeen, and which appears to us ſo 
grand and brilliant, that we cannot help be- 


lieving it was built to give us à true idea of 
that Paradiſe, which is promiſed by our Pro- 
phet to thoſe who keep his law in every 


ont“. | | 
n This ſpeech, recovered Canzade from that 
aſtoniſhment in which at firſt ſhe was in, and 
as ſoon as ſhe had a little compoled herſelf, ſhe 
raiſed-up her lover and brother from the ground, 
embracing the latter tenderly. . Ahl my Lord, 
cried ſhe, is it then true, that I have recovered 


in you a brother and a protector, and will you 


conſent. without regret, that I ſhall become the 
wife of the Prince of Viſapour ?” © Yes, dear 
fiſter, replied Cazan-Can, putting her band into 


that of Cothbeddin, I not only conſent,” conti- 
nued he, to beſtow. you on that braveſt and 


moſt generous of men, but I alſo moſt heartily 
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| Wiſh to ſee you married, which would give me 
inexpreſſible pleaſure.” | 
Cothrob, who all this while had kept filence, 
now addreſſed himſelf to the Prince, who ſpoke 


laſt, Sultan of Ormuz, ſaid he, you ought 


to return your moſt ſincere thanks to Heaven, 
for extracting from your heart that terrible vice, 


which, as it has already drawn many evils upon 
you, and would infallibly have ſubje&ed you to 


grievous puniſhments hereafter, ſhould now ex- 
cite the greateſt penitence, and ſhould incline 
you to give the higheſt teſtimony thereof, leſt 
the heavy vengeance of the Prophet ſhould again 
take place, and pour down the. moſt dreadful 
judgments on thy head. Put then the truth of 
your conviction of heart, beyond all diſpute; 
perfect the generous work which you have be- 
gun, by permitting the Princeſs to be married by 
me immediately to the Prince of Viſapour.” 
This advice occaſioned the Sultan of Ormuz to 
remove his eyes from Canzade, on whom they 
formerly had been fixed, and no ſooner had 
he turned them upon the Iman, but he imme- 
diately ran and proſtrated himſelf at his feet.— 
« Venerable ſage, ſaid he, for whether thou 
art Man or Genii, is to me unknown ! Can I 
diſobey the order of him by whoſe aſſiſtance I 
have emerged from that gulf of crimes, where- 
in my vices had plunged me ? If theſe ladies will 
permit, I deſire that this happy union may not be 
a moment delayed.” I will take upon me to 
anſwer for their conſent, ſaid Cothrob, and as 


I take the higheſt pleaſure in every thing that 


may make the Sultan of Ormuz happy, 1 will 
not delay the ceremony a moment, eſpecially 
ſince I am perſuaded it will give great ſatisfac- 
tion to Cothbeddin and the Princeſs.” He had 
no ſooner pronounced theſe words, but _ 
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them into the middle of the room, he perform- 
ed his office as an Iman ; all this was done with 
ſuch a precipitatian, that neither the Sultan nor 
the Prince of Viſapou had time to conſider how 
they were tranſlated into this Palace. However, 
when their firſt ſallies of tranſport were over, 
they both aſked the Princeſs Canzade, how they 
all came there? She gave them the beſt account 
ſhe could; according to the ideas ſhe had form- 
ed, and they all concluded, that what they had 
read in old romances might be true enough ; and 
that the ſame powers, who had imperceptibly | 
brought the Princes to that Palace, had alſo, in | 
compaſhon to their misfortunes, tranſported them | 
with like quickneſs, into the ſame happy place. | 
The Sultan of Ormuz was more confirmed in | 
this, becauſe he was ſenfible that this was | 
not the firſt time of his ſeeing the illuſtrious Iman | 
Cothrob, as has been beſore hinted. | = 
| The Sultana's, who had been hitherto ſpecta- 5 | 
— . of this extraordinary interview, hav- | 
ing made various refleQtions in their own' minds, & 
conceived a very ſtrong deſire to be acquainted | 
with the manner wherein this marvellous change - 
was wrought, and wonderful friendfhip began 
between the Prince of Vifſapour, and the Sul- 
tan of Ormuz, and the means whereby the lat- 
ter had conquered his ungrateful antipathy to 
Cothbeddin, and his impious paſſion for Can- 
zade, Gehernaz having, in the name of the 
reſt, teſtified to the Sultan, how great a fatis- 
faction the recital of his adventures would afford 
them; that Monarch, without the leaſt heſita- 
tion, entered upon his ſtory in the following 
manner: | 
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The ſurprizing Adventures of Cazan- 
Can, Sultan of Ormux. 


6 would be to no purpdſe, ladies, to trouble 


you with an account of the aecidents which 
befel me in the beginning of my life; they can- 
not be unknown to you, for I am perſuaded, 


the Princeſs has already given you a narration of 


all things which has befallen her. Even the ad- 
ventures which have happened to me, ſince the 
ſeparation between the Prince Cothbeddin and 
my ſiſter, ate I believe no ſecrets to you, if, as 
I have reaſqn to believe, you are beings of a 
ſuperior nathre to us. However, be you fairies 
or mortals, it is not fit that I ſhould diſpute what 
you have been pleaſed to injoin, eſpecially ſince 
it affords me an opportunity of clearing myſelf 
of the deteſtable ingratitude which heretofore I 
was guilty of towards this illuſtrious Prince, and 
the brutal paſſion with which my ſoul was fired 
for the lovely Canzade, tho' my ſiſter. 

Since the fall of our illuſtrious predeceſſor, 
Sultan Adam, all his deſcendants have been 
condemned to bear within their hearts, a por- 


JE ET TIONS. . . 
tion of iniquitous deſire, more or leſs ſtrong, and 
_ conſequently more or leſs withdrawing us from 


our duty ; good education indeed, in ſome, con- 
tributes to keep this irrational faculty under ; but 
in others, again, the beſt inſtructions produce 
little or no effects, and even the moſt ſhining ex- 
amples excite not certain vicious natures to the 


leaſt real appetite of virtue. This did I expe- 
rience to my coſt, for all thoſe methods which are 


wont 
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wont to make men wiſe, great and famous, were 
practiſed upon me without ſucceſs, Born as I 
was of a Prince, leſs diſtinguiſhed by the Royal 
Diadem he wore, than by the royal virtues which 
adorned his life ; yet was it written of me in 
the book of fate, that in ſpight of theſe advanta- 
ges, I ſhould be loathed as a monſter, 'as well 
by my own 4 as ſtrangers, from the 


glowing in my Heart, of an inceſtuous love for 


the moſt amiable Canzade, which ſtifled in my 
mind all ſenſe of religion, morality, and honour, 
and which, as it rendered me a beaſt, ' ſo it was 
but juſt it ſhould make me as deſpicable to all 
who are endued with virtue and humanity. But 
permit me, ladies, to paſs from this period of 
time, herein I ated as a man out of my ſen- 
ſes, into that wherein I recovered my reaſon, 
without troubling you with any intermediate ad- 
Ventures, | 1 


EVENING XXIV. 


The Story of the Sultan Cazan-Can. 


| URIOUS at finding a new obligation 
conferred upon me, by Cothbeddin, to 


whom 1 owed not only the reſtoration of my li- 


berty, but the re-aſeending the throne of my an. 
ceſtors, to which he had paved the way, by the 


death of the Sultan of Balſora, the moſt cruel of 
my enemies; I determined to gratily the moſt 


black and baſe revenge, and that under the co- 
lour of the moſt fincere reconciliation and ſtrict- 
eſt friendſhip. To this end, I promiſed the 
WES Prince 


eee ee eee 


192 MOGUL TALES. 
Prince of Viſapour, that in compliance with the 
mutual affection there was between him and my 
ſiſter, I would permit him to eſpouſe her; at 
the ſame time to give this the better gloſs, I 
delivered her into his hands, exacting of him 
an oath, that he ſhould not marry her till after 
their arrival in his native kingdom. However, 
I ſpared no pains in concerting ſuch meaſures 
as might fruſtrate all my promiſes ; for I com- 
manded the captain of the veſſel, in which he 
ſailed to throw him into the ſea, when they 
ſhould. come to a certain ſtreight, which I nam- 
ed, and this point ſettled, I thought my project 
pretty ſecure; for the captain, after having per- 
formed my orders, was to bring back my fiſter, 
and I doubted not but that after the deceaſe of 
her lover, I ſhould find her more willing to 
comply with my deſire. The thoughts of ac- 
compliſhing what I had ſo long, and ſo earneſtly 
wiſhed, made mie bear, with ſome degree of tem- 
per, the loſs of Canzade for the preſent ; but 
when the time in which my cruel commands 
might have been put into execution, and my 
ſiſter brought back, was expired, I relapſed into 
my former inquietude, and my paſſion never ſuf- 
fered me to enjoy a moment of repoſe. 

At laſt, rather to gratify deſpair, than from 
any hope of eaſe, I ordered four veſſels to be 
equipped, and with them put to ſea, in order to 


ſcour the ocean in queſt of his darling beauty; 


in purſuance of his deſign we put into ſeveral 
ports, but without gaining the leaſt intelligence 


of what I deſired to know. When ſome weeks 


had elapſed in this manner, I at length gave or- 
ders to ſteer for the port of Dabul, determining 
to venture even into Viſapour, where I imagin- 


ed, notwithſtanding my orders, and contrivance, 


Cothbeddin had found a way to convey the 
_. Princeſs, in conſequence of this ae ws 
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kept our courſe for ſome days, till a ſudden 
ſquall of wind drove us out inte the main ſea ; 
the tempeſt, inſtead of abating by degrees, 
ſwelled into greater violence, inſomuch that 
for eight days together, we were every moment 
in expectation of death, even in my ſhip, which 
was the biggeſt and beſt provided, for, as to 
the other three, in all likelihood they periſhed. 
in the ſtorm. At laſt, the wind abated, and 
we came into a part of the ocean, with which 
our Pilot was acquainted, and which, as all 
joys are comparative and temporary, afforded 
us (after ſo much danger and toil) ſome pleaſure 
for the preſent; but our ſatis faction was of no 
long continuance. | | | 

One day, about an hour after a ſeaman had 
diſcovered land, my Pilot came upon deck, and 
running. towards me with a pale viſage, tremb- 
ling voice, and other ſigns of fright, addreſſed 
me in theſe words: Alas, my Lord, we are 
now in the ſeas of Oman, and notwithſtanding 
all my endeavours, the ſhip is carried with re- 
ſiſtleſs rapidity towards the iſland Ramak, which 
is inhabited by none but ſavages, who without 
' pity devour” their enemies, and thoſe who are 
ſo unfortunate as to be wreck*'d on their coaſt ; 
the current in which we ride is ſo ſtrong, that 

in a very ſhort time, in ſpite of all that can be 
done, we ſhall-fall into their power. It is indeed 
true, that they ſometimes make a diſtinQion 
among the ſtrangers they take; for if any are 
capable of teaching them arts, and of doing 
them conſiderable benefits by their labour and 
pains, they preferve them alive, and employ 
them. Nay more, their flavery continues but for 
a ſet term, and after that they are {o generous, as 
to reſtore them to their liberty, What 1 ſay I 
have not taken upon truſt, as is too often the 
manner of ſailors; for it has been my misfor- 

Vor. I. | 6 | tune 
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tune to fall into their hands, being at that time 
carpenter of the ſhip, ſo on my coming a ſhore, 


they ſet me to work. I taught them the art of 
building ſmall veſſels, and by ſuch means eſcaped 


that cruel death, which, to my grief, Idaw all 
my companions ſuffer.” My Pilot had ſcarce 


made an end of theſe words, before we found 
ourſelves cloſe on the ſhore, and in the midſt 
of ſixty ſmall veſſels, filled with Barbarians. 


They preſently boarded us, but when we came 
to make our defence, we found ourſelves ſo 


weakened with the toil we had already under- 
gone, that we could ſcarce ſtand under our 
arms; ſo that we became an eaſy prey to theſe 
barbarous invaders, to which, perhaps, the ſur- 

riſe we were under at what our Pilot had told 
us, and the ſuddenneſs of their attack, might not 
a little contribute. When they had us in their 


power, they immediately tied us with cords, 


rowed our ſhip into a creek, and then, obliging 
us to go into their boats, they carried us to land, 
where as ſoon as we arrived, they drove us all 
together in a body towards a large cabin made 


of boards, wherein they confined us for the pre- 


ſent. | 
The chiefs of theſe iſlanders, to the number 
of eight, were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt, hav- 
ing caps adorned with feathers. Of about one 
hundred men, which we were when we came on 
ſhore, they formed _ companies; one third 
were immediately put to 
diſtributed among the Savages. It was my good 
fortune to fall into the hands of 'the ſame maſter 
with my Pilot, and when we were brought home 
to this Chieftain's houſe, we found great plenty 
of veniſon broiled, as is the cuſtom among ſuch 
people. We had, moreover, the:good luck to 
eſcape all ſort of ill uſage ; though we had the 
morti- 


eath, and the reſt were 


1. OY Re /c 


aff ©. as 


MOGUL TALES. 195 
mortification of beholding fix of our compani- 
ons have their throats cut, after which, they em- 
bowelled, roaſted and eat them, before our eyes; 
a dreadful ſpectacle, which I confeſs, I could 
not behold without the ſtrongeſt terror. 
However, I was not without ſome hopes, 
even in this mournful ſituation; for my Pilot 
having, as I told you, been heretofore upwards 
of two years a priſoner in this place, ſo he had 
in that time, acquired a perfe& knowledge of 
their language, and was able to converſe with 
the ſame wx, MB as if he had heen a native of 
the place; to him therefore I had recourſe in 
this extremity, and communicated to him the 
projet I had formed for our deliverance ; 
« Since, ſaid I, we are fallen into this great 
misfortune, do you endeavour to treat with our 
maſter, as to what we ſhall give him by way 
of ranſom,”** At this diſcourſe, my Pilot could 
not help ſmiling: And what ranſom is it, ſaid 
he, that your Majeſty would have me offer, gold, 
pearls, diamonds, and whatever elſe we hold 
precious in Perſia, are things utterly incapable 
of making any impreſſion upon their learts. 
Alas! Sir,-thoſe Barbarians make hunting and 
fiſhing, not only their ſole buſineſs; but their 
ſole delight; as to their paſſions, they have none, 
but love and hatred ; for to their own nation, 
they are moſt compaſſionate and tender, think» 
ing nothing too much which they either do, or 
ſuffer for each other. But towards their ene- 
mies, they ate inordinately fierce, and full of 
malice. There is no danger which they have 
not courage enough to dare, ſo it may be attend- 
ed with conqueſt, and when once victory is ob- 
tained, they heſitate not at taking the moſt. cruel 
revenge, eſteeming it the greateſt glory and ſa- 
_ tisfaftion, to ſlay and eat the carcaſſes of thoſe _ 
whom they have A 4p Judge then, _ 
: | 'S .  »* | + 2 0 
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of the feaſibility of your project, and be aſſured, 
that no ſcheme can be ſucceſsful, in which 
theſe iſlanders are not conſidered, in the light 
wherein I have repreſented them.” You will 


not, I dare ſay, moſt illuſtrious auditors, make 


any queſtion of my falling into the moſt exceſ- 


ſive inquietude, at beholding myſelf, in ſo deſ- 


perate a condition; not to conceal the truth, 
my concern was ſo deep, that it implanted the 
ſtrongeſt ſigns of affliction in my countenance, 
which ſo far moved the tenderneſs and compal- 
hon of my Pilot, that in a moſt friendly manner, 
he offered me his advice in theſe words: 
There is nothing that I can think of, my Lord, 
any other way to ſave your life, but this; you 
obſerved yeſterday, that our maſter had an only 
daughter, about fifteen. years old, I will prevail 
on her, to caſt her eyes upon you; if you are 
happy enough to pleaſes her, and ſhe will but 
Ipeak two words in your favour, he will adopt 
you into their family, you will become his rela- 
tion, and be ſafe from danger; but then you 
muſt reſolve with yourſelf, to fall into all the 
cuſtoms of this , barbarous nation, and never 
think of returning to Perſia any more. In 
Mort, would you eſcape the torments of that 
horrible death, which has ſtruck your Majeſty 
with ſuch terrors, this is the method you muſt 


take, otherwiſe thoſe horrible ſufferings will be 
your lot, as well as they have been that of our 


companions.” F 

Ihe propoſition. of Vagieddin, that was my 
Pilot's name, ſo very much ſurprized me, that I 
was not able to make him an anſwer. He took 
my ſilence for a tacit. conſent, and left me ab- 
ruptly. I was ſo afflicted, that for ſome time, 
I did not perceive. he was gone; but when I 
diſcovered I was alone, I abandoned myſelf to 
the moſt bitter lamentations; What, ſaid I to 


myſelf, is it come to this, . ſhall I who have deſ- 
| piſed 


* 
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piſed the moſt beautiful women of the Eaſt, be 
reduced, for the ſake of ſaving my life, to make 
my court to the daughter of a ſavage, to a crea- 
ture no way diſtinguiſhed from a brute, But 
from her voice, and her figure ? Her figure, did I 
ſay, and why her Candy Is it not the molt 
frightful, _—_ filthy, that can be imagined ? juſt 
Heaven ! to what a miſery am I condemned, to 


what a wretched dilemma am I reduced, either' 


to become the victim of the father's cruelty, or 


the object of the deteſtable deſires of his beaſt 


of a daughter? but ought I not rather to conſider 
this as a juſt judgment of Providence, for my 
difobedience to the laſt will of my father, in 
perſecuting ſo virtuous a Princeſs as my ſiſter, 
and treating with ſuch flagrant ingratitude, a 
Prince, to whom I had ſo many, and ſo great 
obligations? yes, yes, certainly it muſt be ſo ; 
our prophet has appointed this puniſhment by 
way of expiation.” I had ſcarce finiſned theſe 
melancholy remarks, when Vagieddin returned 
to me; Good news, good news, cried he, my 
Lord, your young miſtte(s is already not indiffe- 
rent towards you, by the converſation which 
I have had with her; I dare ſay there will be 
no difficulty to perſuade her to ſpeak to her 
father, to teſtify her affection for you, and to 
{ave you from following our companions.” Ah, 


my friend, cried I, into what a terrible diftreſs 


am I calling! what, ſhall the Sultan of Ocmuz 
marry himfelf to a monſter? No, I had rather 
ſuffer death.” The pilot was prodigiouſly ſur- 
prized at my anſ wer. My Lord, ſaid he, in 
ſeeing you ſo afflicted, I remember with pleaſure, 
that I have not told you the manner in which 
martiages are celebrated in this country, which 
1 aſſure you are not ſolemnized near ſo ſoon, as 
you imagine; and in ſhort; Idon't know a better 


expedient for obtaining our liberty, Fear not, 
: HE — © 
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therefore, to eſpouſe Agariata, for that was the 
name of Micapous, my maſter's only daughter, 
and I aſſure you the conſummation will not be 
ſpeedily expected. There are abundance of 
Whimſical cuſtoms to be complied with before 

that time, and Providence in the intervening 
ſpace, may prefent us with a means of getting 
out of this iſland.” This diſcourſe of the Pilot, 
made me a little eaſy again; for hitherto I had 
not doubted but the marriages were celebrated 
here, with at leaſt as little ceremony, as among 
us in Perſia; but when I found that I ſhould, 
on the contrary, have ſome conſiderable time 
allowed me, I began to grow tolerably well -ſa- 
tisfied. Following the counſel of my Pilot, 
Who had acquainted our maſter with the incli- 
nation- his daughter had for me ; the next night 
I went into the cabin of Agariata, whom 1 pull- 
ed by the noſe three times, to make her awake, 
which I was informed was an effential ceremony 
and a thing I was. not to omit. This fine lady 
did not ſpeak ſo much as one word; ſhe con- 
tented herſelf with looking at me pleaſantly, 
by the help of a little lamp, which I held in my 
hand.” As the whole of our interview was con- 


- -adufted with great modeſty and decorum, I re- 


tired mighty well ſatisfied with the behaviour 
of - my young miſtreſs; and every night, for 
two months, I was. obliged to renew the ſame 
ſort of courtſhip, . | 
During the courſe of theſe nofturnal gallan- 
tries, I was told that two of my ſubjes werc 
to be eaten at a great feaſt, which was to be 
made in the family of Michapous ;. I refolved 
to ſpeak of it to his daughter. Fair Agariata, 
ſaid I, my pilot, and all the people who were 
made flaves with me, are my children, and con- 
uently your's ; I was their King, while in my 
own country, nor do I know what they — 
A I .” 5 one 


done to your father, to be treated with ſuch 
barbarity ; if you have any regard for me, let it 
be ſhewn in preſerving their lives, which in 
truth, will not a little contribute to preſerve 
my own.” While I was thus ſpeaking by. the 
help of Vagieddin, I could not prevent the tears 
trickling down my cheeks ; this ſo moved Aga- 
riata, that ſhe promiſed to intercede for thoſe 
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unhappy wretches ; her interceſſion had all the 


weight that could be wiſhed ; for, from that time 
forwards, not only her father cauſed no more 
to be put to death, but he even prevailed with 
the reſt of the iſlanders to treat my ſubjects 
with the ſame humanity. | | 

In this unfortunate ſituation, I could not en- 
joy the leaſt quiet for uneaſy reflections. My 
unnatural paſſion for Canzade, was not yet ex- 
tinguiſhed, and my fury redoubled, whenever 1 
remembered that I myſelf had given her to the 


Prince, which was the ſole occafion of my leav- 


ing Ormuz, and being ſhipwrecked on this iſ- 
land, Tt happened one night, after having been 
proby much fatigued by hunting, and after I 
had paid my devoirs to Agariata, I retired to 
my cabin, and fell into a e 
on my bed of ſkins. However, the ſoundne 

of my repoſe did not hinder, my affliftions from 
recurring ſtrongly on my brain, from whence I 
fell into a viſion, wherein I imagined, that 1 
ſaw my fiſter holding Cothbeddin by the hand, 
and looking upon him with the utmoſt paſſion, 
pronounced vos of fidelity. In a violent agi- 
tation of mind, wherein I was ſeized at this 
fight, I ſnatched up my ſabre, and was going to 
| ſacrifice them both to my reſentment } when in 


that inſtant a venerable old man held my arm, 


Whoſe appearance was exactly the fame with 
n 9 8 * yonder 
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yonder grave perſon, who juſt now joined the 
hands of Cothbeddin and Canzade. 22 


See e eee 
EVENING XXIV. 


The Story of the Sultan Cazan-Can, 
( Continued. ) 


e QT A, raſh man, ſaid the ſage, with an air 
of authority, which I could not reſiſt, that 
Prince is not deſtined to fall by thy hands: 
Art thou not content with having ſullied thy 
foul with ſo many black acts of ingratitude to 
him already, but would you now perpetrate ſo 
foul a murder on him, who at this inſtant is 
about to hazard his life to relieve you. — But 
in regard to that exceſſive generoſity, he ſhall 
not want a reward, for I will recompenſe him, 
by taking from you, whether you will or no, 
that black Seed, which is the principle from 
whence all the errors of men proceed, and 
which is no other than the ſpark of original ſin, 
we derive from the Sultan Adam.“ No ſoon- 
er had he pronounced theſe words, but drawing 
near me, he ſtruck me on the left fide, with a 
large double-edged knife; out of this wound 
he took a black grain, about the ſize of a cur- 
rant, and threw it into the fire which was in 
my cabin. I felt during this operation, tho! it 
laſted but an inſtant, ſo exquiſite a pain, that I 
could not help crying out ſo violently, as to 
make the .place ring; at this noiſe my pilot 
awaked, and lighting his lamp, came running to 
; my 
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my aſſiſtance, when finding me in a terrible ago- 
ny, he thought proper to awaken me. What 
is the matter, my Lord, cried he? What dread- 
ful dream is it that has thrown you into ſuch a 
condition ?” * Ah! cried], it is no dream, I 
am in reality wounded mortally, and as I pro- 
nounced theſe words, I clapped my hand to my 
neatt.” Upon this he brought the lamp near 
the bedſide ; he and I were equally ſurprized at 
finding a ſcar in my fide, which was ſtill bloo- 
dy; but what added more to the wonder was, 
that after my pain abated, I found that horri- 
ble paſſion, which I formerly had for my ſiſter, 
entirely vaniſhed, and no more than an inno- 
cent affection remaining in its place !—1I felt al- 
ſo, a ſincere contrition for my enormous ingra- 
titude towards the Prince of Viſapour, and a 
full ſenſe of that love and reſpect which was 
due to him, for the mighty favours he had done 
me; nay, I was ſo ſenſible of an entire and per- 
fett change, that I wiſhed for nothing more, 
than to ſee. that gallant young man, in order to 
aſſure him of my. unfeigned eſteem and friend- 
ſhip, as well as of my full conſent to eſpouſe 
the moſt virtuous and moſt beautiful Princeſs 
Canzade, m ſiſter. Bin 121 bio. YOM 
I revolved in my mind almoſt continually, this 
| fo ſingular event, and giving an entire credit to 
the promiſes of that reverend Sage, I lived in 
hopes that it would not be long before I ſaw an 
end to my ſlavery; when one night I faw in a 
dream, the ſame good man, who preſented to 
me the picture of a beautiful young woman; ad- 
ding at the ſame time, Behold the perſon 
whom you are deſtined to eſpouſe; tis ſhe 
that 2 blot out of your remembrance, the 
idea Of Canzade, to whom, however, I aſſure 
you, ſhe is not inferior in merit.” I could not 
forbear looking on the picture with — 
an 
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and from that time forward, never thought of 
my love to Canzade, without the utmoſt horror, 
When the two months, appointed for the cere- 
monies previous to my marriage, drew to a cloſe, 
and Vagieddin put me in mind that it was now 
high time to 5 my application to Michapous, 
in relation to this important point. 

Following the council of my pilot, I went at 
night into his cabin, and having awaked him, I 
preſented him with a lighted pipe, which he 
took, and my interpreter intreated him in my 
behalf to adopt me into his family, and to give 
me the beautiful Agariata in marriage. He 
made anſwer, that he would communicate the 
affair to his relations, and having ſaid this, he 
made a ſign to us to withdraw. I could not 
help expreſſing the concern I was under, at ſee- 
ing myſelf in theſe deplorable circumſtances, 
whetein it was impoſſible for me to avoid mi- 
ſery, either from a deteſted marriage, or from 
the fury of an incenſed maſter, who on my put- 
ting a flight on him, would not fail to wreak 
| his vengeance on my unhappy ſubjects; neither 
could I avoid giving a full vent to my ſorrow 
in the moſt pitiful exclamations. Come, come, 
my Lord, replied Vagieddin, ſuppoſe you are 
married to this young girl, do you forget that 
it 1s in your own power to avoid living with 
her, as is common for married people to do; 
ceaſe then to torment yourſelf about evils,. that 
perhaps may never happen; bear ſtill in your 
mind what I told you long ago, that marriages 
here. are very differently mc ou what 
they are in Perſia. It is difficult for you to be- 
lieve how much continence is uſed in this iſ- 
land; for though, according to the law of the 
country, a man may conſummate his marriage 
after four days, yet as a mark of reſpect, it is 
common for them to abſtain from the * 
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of- their wives for ſix months at leaſt; nay, af- 
ter you come together in the ſame. cabin, ſpeak- 
ing little, and not attempting to careſs her, will 
be thought the effect of modeſty, and a juſt 
ſenſe of the honour done you; ſo that it will 
be towards the end of the year before it will 
de expected that mutual tenderneſs paſs be- 
tween you.“ | | | 

The new aſſurances which I received from 
Vagieddin, gave me a little peace of mind, and 
the cuſtoms which he had thus ſeriouſly averred 

to me, were in uſe among theſe iſlanders, made 
me conceive ſtill ſome hopes of deliverance,— - 
In the mean time, the famaly of Michapous ac- 
cepted the propoſals I had made, ſo that 1 was 
conſtrained to celebrate my nuptials with Agari- 
ata: I ſhall not relate the circumſtances of that 
ceremony, becauſe I. would not treſpaſs upon 
your patience ; the thing which really appear- 
ed to me moſt ſingular, was the greaſing my hair 
with bear's oil, with which they alſo beſmeared 
my face to ſuch a degree, that I made the moſt 

frightful figure you can imagine. 

All that my pilot had told me, proved ſtrictly 
true; my-coldneſs for my new bride had a very 
good effect, for they looked upon my continence 
as a mark of profound reſpect for their family, 
whereby the 3 were ſo much won to my 

arty, that they took ſeveral of my ſubjeQs to 
$a. the huſbands of their daughters, treat- 
ing them with the utmoſt kindneſs and af- 
fection. SO . 8 
It was not now above fifteen days after my 
nuptials, that one of the Chiefs of the nation, 
having invited the reſt to a great feaſt, I went 
thither with Michapous ; At this entertainment 
we were informed that: a certain Sy nation, 
with whom they were at enmity, meditated an 
expedition into their country, for which reaſon 

| | it 
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it was adviſeable to march immediately, and 
ſurprize them. Theſe people, as Vagieddin had 
informed me, had a very martial genius, or ra- 
ther a moſt paſſionate love for fighting, which 
inclined them to carry fire and ſword into the 
territories of thoſe againſt whom they made 
war; it is not therefore to be wondered, that 
my — "rk was received with great joy. They 


reſolved on the morrow, and as Michapous had 


carried Vagieddin with me to ſerve for my in- 
terpreter, by him I demanded permiſſion to ac- 
company them in this excurſion, at the head of 
my remaining ſuhje&s, who were about thirty 
in number. They readily accepted my offer, 
and returned us our arms, which we had not 
had fince our coming into ſlavery. I alſo pre- 
vailed on them to let us have the ſabres of thoſe 
Perſians, who had periſhed on our firſt. coming 


into the iſland; and theſe preparations being 


made, after taking leave of Agariata, I joine 
the army, which conſiſted of about five hun- 
dred men, who advanced with great intrepidity 
in ſearch of their enemies. 4 
After a march of fix days, our ſpies informed 
us, that having in the foregoing night, obſerv- 
ed a conſiderable ſtir in an adjacent wood, about 


which, at certain diſtances, they had ſeen the 


limmerings of ſeveral fires, we thereupon made 
a halt, it was,now thought proper to call a coun- 
cil, in which, as there was a hollow way be- 
tween us and the enemy, by Vagieddin my in- 


terpreter, I propoſed to attack them in that nar- 


row place, through which they would be obliged 
to paſs, and that this might be' done with greater 
effect, I ſuggeſted a diviſion of our troops, and 
their laying themſelves flat on their bellies be- 
kind the riſing ground, that they might be able 
to ſtart up and attack the enemy on all ſides. — 
My ſcheme was ſo exactly purſued, and ſo vi- 
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zorouſly executed, that of eight hundred men, 
Who were marching to invade us, ſcarce fifty ef- 
it is true, they were fo aſtoniſhed at the 

* we , made with our ſabres, that they 
loſt all N from the very moment of our at · 
tack, and left us notking. more to do than to put 

to death ſo many frighted unreſiſting men, Who 
looked upon themſelves as given up to flaugh- 


to ſave them. 

As my ſubjeRs, ;at the head of whom I fought, 
performed prodigies of valour, the iſlanders re- 
garded us as the chief authors of. their v ood 
which as it was every way compleat, occaſio 
our being careſſed in, an 3 5 og 
After having celebrated the happy ae of 
that day by kon 78 dances, and after having 
erer Wa Nes bodięs of our enemies we took 

the rout. towards our own, plantations :\ en we 
had reached the nei thbourhood of an .agrecable 
wood, we. determined. to paſs the night” there, 
and as we. thought , ourſelves perfectly 1 fe, W “e 


part, 1 ſlept ſoundly, as di ilot by my | i 


k e; When on a ſudden, we Foun our elves 


| briſkly pulled, doth. by the 7 Aa and feet; 8285 + | 
at the ſame inſtant. Peing A. into "Dur 1 


thoſe who lay next to us for Fre aſh Hance, ;, the 
rapidity with, which we were hurried ongs is 
not to be deſcribed, nor could 1 tell what 

make of ſo extraordinary an event, till da 1 
appeatin x, convinced us that we were To ty | | it 
hands o our enemies, twelve of whom, a- | | 
voured by the obſcurity of the night, had . — 
ed to undertake ſo hazardous an eee | | 
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"EVENING XXV. 


The Story of the Sultan cara cn. 
. Continued: dy 


rob v will eafily gueſs at our "concern, and 
at the joy of the Savages, on this occaſion; 
they, however, ungagged us, bound us with 
ſtrong ropes, and made us march between them 


for four days; at the end of which we drew 


near to the place of their. habitation, to which 


they, had before ſent advice of their, unfortunate 


eat, and of their ſurprizing us. Vagieddin 
and I were under the greateſt uneaſineſs of mind, 
which increaſed upon us, when the reſt of che 
barbarians came running out; men, women, 


and children, with loud cries, and repeated at- 


tempts with ſtones and ſticks, to deftroy us; at 
length, we were brought before the perſon who 
emed 


who, by {peaking to the croud, prevailed on 


them to be quiet; as ſoon as they. were a little 
calmed, he addrefſed them in the following , 


terms : — © Behold attentively theſe two men, 
their bravery i is beyond expreſſion ; at the head 


of a ſmall number of perſons like themſelves, 


(for you ſee they differ much from us in form,) 


they performed wonders, and by. their valour 


carried over victory to the fide on which they 
Jought. It is theſe who have put to. death 
your fathers, your huſbands, your brothers, and 


26 at 4 your 
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to haye the chief 5 iniyh amongſt them, 
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| perſons your near relations; ſuſpend then fo 
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r 
your children: Theſe our counttymen have ſur- 
prized, ànd on* theſe, and theſe only, are you 
to vent the Juſt ſpirit of revenge, with which, 
you are inflamed for the loſs of ſo many worthy, | 

r 


1 


a few days your exceſſive grief, and the fury 
which flows from it, that we may be at leiſure 
to conſider of a puniſhment proportionably 
cruel to the ills Which they have done to us.” 


Tznis diſcourſe had its effect upon the Savages, 


and ſaved us from immediate death, tho to re- 
ſerve us for a greater evil; they condufted us 


to a cabin, where we were left to ourſelves; 
they guarded the door however, very exactly, 
— brought us twice a day dried fiſh for our 
r AAA CE TE. 
As 1 obſerved marks of an extraordinary 
ſadneſs in the face of Vagieddin, I could pot 
help aſking the cauſe of it: My Lord, ſaid 


he, we are to conſider ourſelves as victims, de- 
voted not only to death, but to the moſt cruef 


that can be invented; this was the purport of 
the ſpeech you heard the Savage deliver, nor 


can we doubt but it will be put into execution; 


we ſnall not, continued he, enjoy life even in 
the miſerable condition we are in, above a few 

days; we ſhall then be delivered to tortures, 
the moſt cruel that theſe barbarians can deviſe, 
and I confeſs that all my conſtancy forſakes me, 
at the very apprehenſion of them, eſpecially 


when it recals to my memory the dreadful” 


ſights of the ſame kind, which I have ſeen” 


among the Savages we have left.” 


If the diſcourſe of my pilot ſtruck me at firſt 
with ſurprize, yet in time I perfectly recovered / 
myſelf: „Vagieddin, faid I, recolle& your 
diſſipated ſpirits, and be aſſured, that we ſhall 
not ſuffer death wong theſe barbarous people ; 
the great Prophet his given me a promiſe, on 

ie ONION 2074 THAT $6 £ which 


208 MOGUL TALES. 

which I dare rely, and I carry near my beat, 
the certain mark of his protection, in eradicat- 
ing from my ſoul, that fatal ene has 


been the cauſe of all my misfortunes; beſides, 
1 know that I ſhall again owe my deliverance 
to the Prince of: Viſapour ; and tho' 1 am alto- 
gether ignorant of the manner how: this may be 
brought about, yet I am ſo far from deſpair. 
ing, that I confidently expect the. promiſe, 
which 1, have received, to be punQually per- 
But in ſpight of the terror over my heart, 
which Vagieddin had examined with great ſur- 
prize, he could not place the ſame faith in the. 
prodigy as; I did, At firſt, my hopes madechim 
a little eaſy, but he quickly ſank into the, ſame; 
5 ree of deſpair, with which he was before 
affected, In fine, after remaining fiſigen days 
in this melancholy condition, we at length learnt 
that our puniſhment was to be broiled over a 
low fire; the manner in which we were in- 
formed of this was thus: The eve of that day 
in which we were to ſuffer, they game into our 
cabin, and put. about our negkg certain long 
a A of cotton; certain bene bees came 
and reſſed us out with favours of different co- 
lours, rending the air With their cries, and beat- 
ing the ground with antique dances; they gave 
us to underſtand, that we were to get no provi- 
ſions, becauſe we were to prepare for death to- 
morrow, which they doubted not we would 
' ſuffer with a! courage equal to that with which 
ve had fought, I aſſure you, ladies, that 1 felt 
at this time a very great emotion. The thoughts 


| of. my approaching end, ſtruck me with a chilly. 


damp, and I began then to deſpair of the protec- 
tion of the Prophet; and what added to the mi- 
ſery of that luckleſs night was, the dreadful 
fright of Vagieddin, who almoſt loſt his wits: 


I uttered all I could think of for his conſolation ; 
| | ] exhorted 
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Jexhorted him to reſign himſelf to that fate 
which it Was impoſſible: to hinder. While 1 


was thus ſpeaking, I accidentally caſt my eyes on 


a book; in curious binding, half of which ſtuck 


out of the pocket of a mates upper garment, which 


theſe favages had left in our cabin. I cannot 


tell what moved me to look into it, but upon 


inſpection, it proved an Aſtronomical Calendar; 
turning it over, I found the calculation of an 
eclipſe, which was to happen in that month, 1 
aſked my Pilot, if he could tell what time of 


the moon it was? yes, my Lord, anſwered he; 5 


I believe 1 can, I think I have kept a pretty 
exact account. We examined the Whole cal- 


culation with great diligence, and found that 


the eclipſe would happen the next day, at about 
two hours after noon; over-joyed at this, I 
began to fancy it was not without myſtery, that 
I found this treatiſe here, on Which, however, 
I founded à plot, and communicated my inten- 
e hight nods Hit 
The next day, as ſoon as the light began to 
appear, the iſlanders came to our cabin, and de- 
moliſhed it; then they led us along with a cord 
about. our necks, ak x 

to thecvery brink of the ſea, leaping-and-ſhout- 


ing all the way, There, in a large plain ſpot of 


ground, in which place the greateſt part of that 
nation weite aſſembled, they drew us by the 
cords which were about our limbs, to a poſt, 
about fifty paces ſrom which we ſaw a fire burn- 
ing, which we apprehended to be the deity 


whereto we were to be ſacrificed; ſoon after 


a ſavage: approached: with; a ſort of a club upon 
his ſhoulder, Who addreſſed himſelf. 10, us, in 
theſe words. Are nat you the two, men whe 
were ſeized among our enemies, and Who made 


ſuch a ſlaughter of our parents and brethrenz 
you cannot deny it, and therefore ſince you ate 
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another unde our arms, 
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fallen into our hands, we are determined to tor- 
ment you in the manner you deferve, and 
ſhall; after broiling you ſlowly, devour your 
limbs piece by piece.“ However Vagieddin 
might be affected with terror, he made a ſhift 
to pronounce this reply: If you found us 
fighting among your enemies, it was not that we 
Were attached to them by principle, or fought 
as their allies; no, we were — 2 to do 
what we did; we had no choice but to fall un- 
der their clubs, or to fight againſt you; for the 
truth of this, I appeal to the ſun, who firſt 
kindled that fire which. you adore; if you con- 
tinue reſolute in your purpoſes: of putting us to 
death, that glorious luminary, who intereſts 
_ himſelf in our behalf, will ſhroud his head, and 
leave your land in darkneſs: Defer then your 
_ puniſhment, until he hath run two thirds of his 
courſe; and if by that time he loſe not his light, 
in teſtimony of our innocence, do as I have 
ſaid, then certainly you will do well to avoid 
bringing upon yourſelves thoſe evils: which he 
will undoubtedly ſhower down, if you reſtore 
us not to liberty.“ | e 
This diſcourſe of Vagieddin, ſeemed greatly 
to ſurpriſe the ſavages, and the more, becauſe 
he pronounced the latter part of it with much 
conſtancy and ſpirit; they therefore withdrew 
from us a little, and held a council together; 
they informed us that our execution was put off, 
according to our defire; but we were told at 
the ſame time, that if it proved no more than 
An invention to amuſe them, we might depend 
on having even that miſerable death, to which 
we were condemned, rendered ſtill more pain- 
ful, by the addition of newly-deviſed torments. 
After this, they fell again to their uncouth 
ports and paſtimes, leaping, dancing and run- 
Ting about, like people out of their —_— 5 
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length the time fixed on by Vagieddin drew _ 


near, and the impatient ſavages dragged us near 


as an execrable impoſtor ; calling out to him for 


the ſign which he had promiſed, ridiculing him 


with bitter taunts and jeers, while they hurried 


both of us to execution. At laſt we were 


brought to a little ſort of a theatre, adorned 
after the manner of theſe ſavages, -with abun- 
dance of whimſical . decorations, which our 
preſent circumſtances would not permit us to 
examine ſtriftly, We were now come pretty 
near the fire, When we perceived that ſeveral 
trees were bent a-crols it, but at a great diſtanee 
from its flames. We had but upon each of us 
a kind, of ſhirt, made of the bark of trees, not 
to preſerve us from, the fu of that devouring 


element, but to render our paits the greater; 
for it ſeems, (hoy haT ſtretched their capacities 
to the utmoſt. The fatal moment Whith was 


f the favages, having lighted a brand, 


us on fire. ien Vagieddin, with a furious 

tone, cried out; ſee, ſee, ineredulous wretch, 
the judgment with which your God threatens ye, 
for refuſing credit to an innocent man. "As he 
pronounced theſe words, the ſavages turned 
their eyes up towards Heaven, and perceived 
that growing obſcurity which my pilot had pre- 
dicted, till, by degrees, a total darkneſs black- 
ened the Heayens, and alinoſt turned the poor 
wretch's rats FFA 
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The Concluſion of the Story of Sultan 
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IJVRING the ſpace. of three hours, which 
| F the eclipſe continued, the ſavages, men 
and women, contented themſelves- with lying 
flat on the ground, without ſo much as lifting 
up their eyes; but their aſtoniſhment was very 
"much, increaſed, when the day clearing up, they 
found. themſelves. attacked by three hundred 
men, ſabre in hand, perfectly ſtrange in their 
appearance, whom taking for men fallen from 
the ſun, to revenge our quarrel upon them, 
ſome, after a flight reſiſtance, ran away, and a 
great number of them were put to the ſword. 
Vagieddin was as much ſurprized at this ſecond 
event, as the ſavages. For my part, remembring 
the promiſe of the Prophet, I was not altogether 
ſo much amazed, nor did my ſurprize increaſe 
when I recolleQed the Prince Cothbeddin, who 
was at the head of this party, and who, as ſoon 
as the enemy was fled, cauſed me to be unbound, 
and immediately after did the ſame kindneſs to 
my Pilot. My Lord, cried I, you ſee once 
more the debtor of your generoſity, an unfortu- 
nate monarch, who hath hitherto repaid your 
former courteſies with ingratitude and hatred.” 
At theſe words, the Prince of Viſapour ſtopped 
me. King of Ormuz, ſaid he, your adven- 
tures are not unknown to me, I am extremely 
pleaſed that my expedition has been ſo fortu- 
. | nates 


board my ſhip, where I dare ſay you will be 
very glad to refreſh yourſelf after your fatigues.”. 
We immediately put ourſelves amongſt his men, 


and took the road to the ſea; juſt. as we wers 


departing, Vagieddin perceiving. that the women, 


and children of the ſavages continued ſtill with 


their faces on the ground, called to them to xiſe, 
and then ſpoke; to them in the following words. 
« You ſee the miſerable fate which theſe un- 
happy monſters, pointing to the dead men, by: 
their cruelty towards ſtrangers, drew upon them: 
ſelves, Let their puniſhment teach you wiſdom, 
educate theſo your children in principles of 


humanity, and thereby prevent tbeir falling 


juſt: victims, to the vengeance of theſe. ſuperier 
beings, who have already in ſo ecemplaty a-man-: 


ner poured forth their wrath upon their pa- 
rents.” The unfortunate women ttembling, 


and full of tears, roſe up as ſoon as he had; done. 
ſpeaking, and retired to their cabins. We im- 
mediately doubled our pace, and in a liule time 
paſſed by the point of a promentary, behind: 
which lay Cothbeddin's veſſel, into which, When 
we were got, they failed not to ſet before us. 
water for us to bathe in, Which was indeed: very 


proper, becauſe. of the equipage in Which the 


ſavages had put us; afterwards we ſhifted; our- 
ſelves, and were accommodated with proper 


habits, and then ſet down to a table of good 


cheer, of which we had in truth very great 
nem. e bote: Harder 1909 Hin 
It is to no purpoſe, ladies, to trouble you with 
a long detail of the thanks I returned to the 
Prince of Viſapour, for the innumerable favours. 
I had received from him, and the aſſurances I 
gave him that my hatred was entirely at an end, 
and that I fincerely conſented to his marriage. 
with my ſiſter ; on the contrary, I ſhall proceed 
5 to 
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to tell you in few words, that after traverſing 
various ſeas, little known or frequented,' we came 
at length into the Arabian gulph, and from 
thence, by fair winds, we were wafted into this 
port, where the Prince and I determined to 
paſs for ' merchants, We therefore laid aſide 
all our equipage, except ſix ſlaves, with whom 
we went to lodge at the Caravanſera, the keeper 
of which uſed us with great civility and reſpect. 
He not only provided us with the beſt rooms 
in the place, and beſides invited us to ſupper, 
but treated us there in àa moſt elegant manner; 
the wine was excellent, and I don't know how, 
it got into our heads; but however it certainly 
had no ſhare in thoſe ſupernatural events, which 
have happened ſince; for in the ſleep which 
fucceeded this little: debauch; we were: unac- 
countably tranſported into this magnificent pa- 
| lace; and we have here found a period of all 
our misfortunes. 7.40% JHSIOT QQIFIT. 10.47 2G) 
The Sultan had felt various fits of tender 
concern, while the Sultan of Perſia related the 
dangers to which he had been | expoſed; they 
were exceedingly delighted at perceiving him 
and Prince Cothbeddin in their palace, which 
put an end to the affliction of Canzade; they 
then began to make farther reflections on what 
the. Iman Cothrob had ſaid concerning the iſſue 
of thefe adventures, and their all being happy 
at laſt, They remembered the wonderful expe - 
dition of Albaert to Ormuz, from whence he 
brought the water which reſtored Aboul-Aſſam 
to ſight, The »relation:of the Sultan of Perſia 
gave them to underſtand; that the Iman was con- 
cerned in removing from his bteaſt an inceſtuous 
paſſion for Canzade; but they did by no means 
comprehend, that it was this wonderful man 
who conducted all their affairs thro! his perfect 
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comprehenſion of the moſt ſublime ſciences, 


and his power over the Genii of every kind. 


It began by this time to grow very late, and 
tho“ the Sultan were very deſirous of learning 
how the Prince of Viſapour got out of the 


bands of the Corſairs, and came ſo timely to 
the aſſiſtance of Cazan-Can, yet they were 


conſtrained to adjourn their curioſities to the 


next day, when the Prince promiſed to give | 
them a, full hiſtory ; of his adventures. "3 he 


company retiring to their reſpective apartments, 
paſſed the night with much ſatis faction, except 
the Sultan of Ormuz. The portrait Which the 
ſage, had ſhewn him in his cabin, among the 
ſavages, had made too ſtrong an impreſſion ever 
to run out of his. mind. He fancied at his firſt 
entrance into the hall of the Palace, that he had 
diſcovered the lady who, was to reign, over his 
heart, and tho! ſhe had her face covered with a 
veil, he obſerved every motion of this young 


lady during his ſtory, towards the end of which 
Acſou, the daughter of Oguz and Gehernaz, 


lifted up her veil. This was the fair-one Cazan- 


Can had eyed ſo cloſely, and whom he now 


plainly. perceived to he the exquiſite beauty, 

155 ſo charmed r nen 
Barbarians, When beheld but in a viſion, the 
full fight of her now diſcompoſed him ſo much, 


As Cazan Can could. not hitherto decide in 
his own mind, whether the perſons he had ſeen 
were montals, or of the — of beings imme- 
diately above them, who haye the dominion of 
the air, he ſuffered. the hours to move very un- 


| Pais which made up the night, wherein 


e taſted Aae püin and diſquiet. In 
ord r to calm thele excrucgating agitations, be 


2 11 


entreated the flaves attending him to inform the 


venerable perſon, he had ſeen, the evening be- 


fore, 
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fore, that he had an earneſt deſire to ſpeak with | 
him. Cathrdb no fooner heard of this, but he 
went immetiately to the Sultan's chamber, and 
threw himſelf at the Sultan's feet. My Lord, 
ſard Cazan-Can, the extraordinary things which 
have happened to me thro' your favour, con- 
vince mè you are not of the ordinary race of 
men; yet I am not able to divine whether you 
are.a favourable Genius or a Philoſopher, who 
by your wiſdom command them; but why do! 
etend to tell you the confuſion of my thoughts, 
when I am fatisfied you perfectly know all that 
Paſſes in them!“ Sultan of Ormuz, ſaid the old 
man gravely, Lou ſpeak Teafonably, and all 
that you have feen is real; it was I, by the 
permiſſton of our Prophet, who reſtored your 
ſenſes, by eratlicating that foul ſpot ; it was I 
who ſhewed you the portrait which has To much 
amazed you; and as to the lady you gazed on 
laſt night, ſhe is indeed the lovely Original, and 
mall become your ſpouſe. Be not then uneaſy, 
for you hall have an opportunity to communi- 
cate e Joe bann repoſe yourſelf a 
little after your fatigues, recal your fpirits, and 
be aſſured that in due time all this _ 
Elear up, theſe illuſtrious Perfonages will become 
Known to you, and your joy ſhall, be rendered 
compleat, without delagr,..＋S 
The Iman preſently retired without waiting 
for the thanks of Cazan- Can. That Monarch 
was fo tranſported with joy, at the promiſes 
which that venerable man had made him, that 
| he ran immediately to the apartments of the 
Prince of Viſapour, to communicate this pleaſ- 
* ing news ic hitn, "Eothbeddin' and Carizade; 
eee vr fatisfaQion thereat; they 
converſed the whole. day together With the ut- 
m6ſt pleafure, till the” hour at which they were 
called to the conference in the hall, where 8 
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uſual company being met, the Sultana's teſtihed 
2a very great curiolity of hearing the-ſtory.of the 
Prince of Viſapour, from the time of his falling 
into the hands of the pirate. That Prince was, 
without much ado, perſuaded -to gratify them 
in this particular, and thereupon began his nar- 
ration to this effect: | 
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The HISTORY of the Prince of 
Viſapour. 


A FTER the extreme fatigue which I had 

ſuſtained in my engagement with the cap- 
tain, and the ſoldiers of that veſſel, in which 
I failed from the dominions of the Sultan of 
Ormuz, -and who were determined to execute 
the order of that Prince. I was carried on board 
that pirate's veſſel, who, as you have been told, 
at that moment entered our ſhip, and carried 
all before them; when I came to myſelf, which 


Was after twelve hours, I was inconſolably af- 


ticked, and almoſt diſtracted for the (loſs of 


Canzade, who, I was informed, after dividing 
the booty, the Corſairs had taken with them.— 
It is impoſſible, ladies, to tell you how piercing 
my deſpair was, when I ſuffered myſelf to re- 
fle& on the condition ſhe was in; it even de- 


prived me of my wits, and thoſe about me were 
apprehenſive of my life being in danger. Ach- 
abaert, who was the commander of the veſſel, 


was quickly informed both of my quality, and 
the occaſion of my grief. He treated me with 
the greateſt civility, and ſuffered me to ſtand in 
need of nothing; he did all in his power to 
Vor. I. U comfort 
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comfort me, and aſſured me he would do all he 
could to rejoin the Corſair, from whom we had 
parted. You are, fir, ſaid he, from this moment 
free, and I will reſtore Canzade to your arms, 
or periſh in the attempt. Generous Achabaert, 
ſaid I, perform this, and my gratitude ſhal] 
know no bounds! But why ſhould I talk of 
pardons or reward, when we have not a mo- 
ment to loſe, Hereupon he cauſed the prow of 
His veſſel to be turned, and bore away, to re- 
join if poſſible, his former conſort. But when, 
after ſeveral days ſail, we came up with the 
veſſel, how much was I aſtoniſhed, at coming 
a-board, to find the Princeſs was ſet at liberty, 
I was however, ſecretly pleaſed in my heart, 
at hearing the ſtory of Albaert's putting the 
captain to death, and bargaining for the liberty 
of Canzade and all her retinue, ſor fourſcore 
thouſand pieces of gold, which bargain had 
been actually fulfilled on both fides; ſo that 
we were deſtined to new ſearches, which, with 
a heart equally filled with ſorrow for her loſs, 
and joy for her eſcape, I chearfully undertook, 
WMe immediately ſteered for Dabul, but be. 
fore we had ſailed fixty leagues, a briſk gale of 
wind ſprung up, which, by degrees, ſtrengthen- 
ed into a loud ſtorm, which for five day: 
together continually toſſed our veſſel, until at 
laſt it bulged upon a rock. All that were in 
the ſhip periſhed by this accident, except Acha- 
baert and myſelf: We ſat together on a plank, 
whereon we were carried about ten leagues, to 
a little Hland, upon the ſhore of which, with 
much ado. we got, half dead with hunger and 
fatigue. After ſtruggling hard to penetrate a 
little farther into the country, in hopes of find- 
ing ſomething wherewith to ſuſtain ourſelves, 
Providence directed us to a ſhady covert, where 
| we 
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we found a vaſt number of bees, and of goats, 
who had retired thither for ſhelter; and firſt 


furniſhed us with a nouriſhment, which reſtor- 
ed us to our ſtomachs; the latter beſides a 


quantity of milk which we drew from them, 
ointed out to us a fine freſh water ſpring, 
which fell from a rock, projecting from the brow 
of a mountain, towards the North. > 
The ſight of this was a new conſolation to 


our 2 for we almoſt deſpaired of finding 


any ſort of refreſhment in this barren place; 


at night we crept into the cleft of a rock, where 


we lay down to reſt, reſigning ourſelves to the 
care of, the Prophet : After day-break, when the 
ſun ſhone very bright, and as we lay ſtill, con- 
templating our misfortune, and what was likely 
to be the iſſue of this laſt adventure; when on 


a ſudden the day was obſcured, and ſomething 
ruſhed into the cavern of the rock where we 


were hid, and a noiſe and violence not to be 
deſcribed ; but you may gueſs in ſome meaſure, 


at our affright, when I tell you, that it was a $4 
Roe, a bird in ſize equal to an elephant, which . 


ſouſing on a ſhe goat and her kids, ſeized them 
in its;claws, and remounting in an inſtant, bore 
them over ſea, out of our fight. | 
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EVENING XXVII. 


The HIS ToRx x of the Prince of 
Viſapour. . 


( Continued.) 


Mt was ſo terribly ſurprized at 
this ſight, that His ſenſes were not in a 
condition to inform him with any exactneſs, as 
to the nature or propofition of this winged 
monſter ; for my part, tho' I was not without 
apprehenſions, yet as I had fome notions of 
ſuch a bird, which however 1 thought had no 
being but, in romance; I could not help gazing 
at the Roe as it flew off, But during the ſpace 
of two months, which we continued in that 
ifland, we ſaw the bird come and do the ſame 


thing at a certain hour; I had leiſure enough 


to acquaint myſelf fully with the form, the 
ſtrength, and manner of flight of this prodigious 
creature ; having weighed this for ſome time in 
my mind, I at length formed a project, bold 
even to raſhneſs, which I communicated to my 
companion, and which, dangerous as it was, 
he approved. Not to keep you in ſuſpence, I 
will inform you how we put it in execution ; 
we unfolded our turbans, and taking off a part 
of our garments wherewith we ſwathed our- 
ſelves each of us faſt to a goat; in this conditi- 
on we remained all the evening at a certain 
place, where the Roe was wont to deſcend ; 

waiting 
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waiting with impatience, mixed with fear, ſor. 


the arrival\of the bird, At the accuſtomed hour 
down it ſouſed, and bore us both away, with 
the ſame eafe, that a hawk could have carried 
a couple of ſparrows. After traverſing a vaſt 
ſpace, our boſoms agitated by turns, with vio- 
lent hopes and fears; we were, at length, car- 
ried through the clouds, and over the ſea, to 
the deſcent of a high mountain, where the Roe 
gently let fall the goats which ke had taken up, 
and then went to look for Hr young ones, as 
ke was accuſtomed to do. We took this op- 
portunity to diſengage ourſelves from thoſe li- 
gatures, Wherewith we were faſtened to the 
goats, We ſtruggled away from that place, and 
aſter having eat part of ſome honey-combs, 
which we had brought with us for our provi- 
fon, we ſought out for a cavern, in which 
we might get a little ſleep, of which we... ſtood 
in great need ; at laſt ſuch a place we found, 
where we lay down and endeavoured to com- 
poſe ourſelves, but ſome briars incommoding 
me ſo much, that I could have no reſt, 1 thruſt 
them away with my hand, and underneath them, 
by the- light of the moon, diſcovered ſomething 
very bright; looking more earneſt, we found it 


to be a gold ring, which on pulling up, open- 


ed a trap door, from whence there was a-nar- 


row deſcent, lighted by chryſtal lamps. Acha- 


baert and I made no difficulty of deſcending, 
tho* we could not without a good deal of trou- 
ble, paſs through this narrow entrance, which 
brought us at length into a noble hall, glitter- 
ing with all ſorts of precious ſtones, and diſ- 
playing a magnificence above the reach, eyen 

of the proudeſt mortals. : | R 
Gazing about in this moſt noble apartment, 
we found 'in an angle thereof, a fine alcove, 
wherein there were two couches of ſattin, em- 
> 26. 2s broidered 
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broidered with pearl; as we were very much 
fatigued when we lay down, and fell into a 
deep ſleep, that we did not awake till it was 
broad day: we then heard the delightful ſinging 
ok birds, who were kept in a large aviary, 

A venerable man received us with all the civi- 
lity imaginable, and conducted us to a place 
where Soham, a monſtrous beaſt was kept. I do 
confeſs that at the ſight of that heterogeneous 
creature my blood ran chill, and I felt an emo- 
tion which I had never felt before. My 
Lord, ſaid he, you fee this creature is made 
up of various natures; his head is like that of 
a panther, and in his whole .form he enjoys 
the ſtrength and agility of that beaſt ; his bo- 
dy is covered with ſtrong, rough and impene- 
trable ſcales, which give him the appearance 
and advantage of a Rhinoceros; his wings and 
his feet have in them the vigour of a Griflin, 
to this ſtrange animal, Sir, it is that you are 
to preſent this bridle of gold, and to make him 
receive it into his mouth. If this adventure be 
reſerved for ſome other to complete, let me de- 
liver it to you in never ſo lucky an hour, this 
well-tempered ſword of Soham ſhall tear you into 
a thouſand pieces, before you give him the leaſt 
wound therewith ; but if on the other hand, 
you are indeed the perſon, who are deſtined to 
put an end, theſe enchantments, then will the 
monſter fubmit to you, as ſoon as you approach 
him, and with all the gentleneſs of a managed 
horſe, will permit you to bridle and mount 
him without difficulty ; after which, as all our 
prediftions declare, you ſhall become the con- 
queror of Semendoun the Giant, 


EVE N- 


. : 


MOGUL TALES. 235 
OL I OSS DS LE Ot) 
EVENING XXIX. 


Concluſion of the H1sTory of the 
Prince of Yiſapour. 


C\URING the time that Shacaroun was 
| ſpeaking to me, he looked ſteadily ' in my 
face, in order to perceive whether I changed 
colour; but ſeeing that I perſiſted in my 
former reſolution, he put the golden bridle in- 
to my hands, and then continued his diſcourſe 
in theſe words: © If you are ſo happy, my 
Lord, to tame Soham, remember that you are 
to erigage a terrible Giant, who uſually rides 
upon the Roe which brought you to the inac- 
ceſſible mountain, which hides this iſland from 
all the world. 

% Beſides the prodigious force he is maſter 
of, it is proper to inform you, that this Giant 
is of the number of the evil Genii, and has 
the power of transforming himſelf into all man- 
ner of ſhapes; doubtleſs, if he be either hurt, 
or in danger of being defeated, he will have 
recourſe to this art; but whatever ſhape he 
takes, be ſure that you loſe not your courage, 
for on that depends the ſafety of your life; 
keep faſt in your ſeat, yet fear not any occaſion 
to abandon Soham, for you ſhall have a pow- 
er of transforming yourfelf as you pleaſe ; which 
will undoubtedly gain you the victory. After 
accompliſhing this ſtrange adventure, and de- 
livering us from this odious tyrant, then you 

| . may 
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may go and reſcue the King of Ocmuz from a 
moſt cruel death, and you will find him a, 
perfectly altered in his diſpoſition, and heat 
afflicted for the injuries he has done you, —— 
One of our Sages has eradicated from his ſoul, 
that inceſtuous paſſion which he had for his 
ſiſter, has made him ſenſible of your merit; 
and in a word, vanquiſh but this our enemy, 
and you ſhall find no obſtacle in your way, 
to poſſeſs the incomparable Canzade.“ | 
Theſe laſt promiſes, continued the Prince of 
Viſapour, redoubled my ardour for the combat, 
and Shacaroun, having opened the door of the 
ſaloon, in which Soham was ſhut, I entered 
without heſitation, having the golden Bridle in 
my left hand, and in my right the ſabre which 
the Sage had given me. As I was by no means 
certain of the ſucceſs of my attempt, I reſolutely 
devoted myſelf to death; in caſe the worſt 
ſhould happen, I recommended myſelf in a 
ſhort prayer to the Prophet, and then prepared 
to defend myſelf againſt the attacks of the 
Monſter ; but as ſoon as I approached him, he 
bent himſelf upon his knees, and put out his 
head to receive the bridle. I in the firſt tranſ- 
port of my joy put it readily on, and vaulted 
upon his back, where I found J fat with great 
ſatisfaction. | | 
Shacaroun upon this, proſtrated himſelf on 
the ground, and gave thanks to his Prophet.— 
Oh! cried he, the death of our mortal enemy 
is approaching! Go illuſtrious Cavalier, Soham 
will conduct you, and as this Giant has the 
power of metamorphoſing but for a day, leave 
him not, till you ſee him dead on the ſpot ; du- 
ring your abſence, I will take care of your com- 
panion. Schacaroun had no ſooner pronounced 
theſe words, but the upper part of the ſaloon 
where Soham was kept, began to riſe, and the 
| Whole 
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whole being thrown open, that marvellous ani- 
mal began to ſhake his neck, and to move for- 
wards with me upon his back; he went imme- 
diately down to the ſea, where I perceived the 


Giant Semendoun, mounted on his Ros, whe 
came againſt me with incredible ſwiftneſs. 1 


confeſs I was ſurprized at firſt, but recollecting 
what Shacaroun had ſaid, I refolved to charge 
him on the right, in order to gain ſome advan- 
tage; when I drew near him, I perceived he 
was armed with a large mace, and ſteel ſpikes 
ſticking therein; with this he made a blow at 
me, which would have beat me to pieces, if 


Soham had not defended me, by thruſting out 


one of his wings, which was as hard as iron, 
and which no blow could hurt; immediately the 
Giant began to wheel about, in order to avoid 
my blow, but I being more nimble, ſtruck him 
ſo rudely with my ſabre, that his whole body 
was covered with his blood, every ſtroke of 
mine piercing to the bone; the monſter was 
ſo enraged at the pain, that he Iajd about him 
in a fearful manner; finding however, that his 
mace made no impreſſion on the wings of So- 
ham, he reſolved to weary himfelf no more, in 
in that unavailing kind of combat, but watched 


an opportunity to ſeize me, and throw me off 


the animal's back ; I perceived his, eyes with 
intent, ane aimed a bow at his right arm, 
but the RoE, on which he fat, defeated my in- 


tention, by moving her neck, on which ſhe re- 


ceived the ſtroke ; but the wound paining her 
exceedingly, my ſabre cutting very deep, ſhe 
| raiſed her body in ſuch a manner, as had almoſt 


overturned the Giant ; and as I thought Soham 
did not deſcend ſo quick as was convenient, 


I made no difficulty of ſeizing Semendoun's 


hand: Quitting my ſteed, and falling with him 
into the water, I gave him a ſevere wound in 
| | DO tlie 
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the head, at the very inſtant of our fall; but 
as ſoon as we touched the ſea, I was ſurprized 
to find the Roe and Giant both diſappear, and 
in their room I beheld a monſter of a prodi- 
gious bigneſs, and a moſt horrible figure, open- 
ing his wide-extended throat to ſwallow me, 
diſplaying teeth of a moſt enormous ſize ; at 
that inſtant, I remembered the gift beſtowed 
on me by Shacaroun ;_ I changed myſelf in a 
moment, into the ſhape of a ſmall fiſh, and 
ſwiſtly ſhooting myſelf into the monſter's belly, 
I bit through his heart, and then knawed my 
way out. Reſuming my preſent form, I ſaw 
with pleaſure the corps of the Giant floating on 
the water. As this engagement happened at a 
pro diſtance from the ſhore of the iſland, the 
each of which was covered with a multitude 
of perſons, I was notwithſtanding afraid; that 
before they could ſend a ſhallop, both my- 
ſelf and the body of the Giant, might be 
ſwallowed up by the ſea ; but at that inſtant, 
 Soham reached me, and putting his bridle about 
the neck of the Giant, we all reached the port 
ſafely together. 

I was received by the inhabitants of that 
iſle with the loudeſt acclamations imaginable, 
nor had I any reaſon to doubt that their joy 
was fincere, as by the death of this monſter 
they were delivered from the affliction of a 
hateful tribute, which he every year exacted 
from them, viz. Ten young maidens, This they 
had been obliged to comply with, and Shaca- 
roun's own daughter was among the number of 
thoſe who were to be delivered on my coming 
into the iſland, You may judge of the reality 
of theſe people's joy, from what I have told 
you, and in particular of that Sage, who cauſed 
a great fire to be made, in which they burned 
the body of the Giant ; but before it was half 
conſumed, Soham flew up in the air, out of 
Ez : ſight; 
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fight; at the ſame time, they perceived a large 
veſſel bearing with full fails into the ports, nor 
could any thing equal the ſurprize and tranſport 
of the people, when on board that ſhip they 
found all the women, who from time to time 
had been delivered to the Giant; theſe, as faſt 
as they were brought into the Palace, were 
protected from his wicked deſigns by a Fairy, 
who had not, however, the power of reſtoring 
them to their parents, till the monſter's death ; 
but as ſoon as that happened, ſhe thus in a 
moment ſent them home. Afﬀter they had ce- 
lebrated my victory with a moſt magnificent 
feaſt, and loaded me with their thanks, Sha- 
caroun conducted Achabaert ana myſelf to the 
port, where we found a ſtout veſſel, with two 
hundred men on board, in the habit of Per- 
ſians; the Sage commanding the captain to 
turn the prow of his ſhip towards that iſland, 
where the Sultan of Ormuz ſtood in need of 
our aſſiſtance, £5 

It ſeemed as if the wind had been ſubmiſ- 
five to the orders of the Sage; for we made 
our voyage with prodigious ſpeed, and arrived 
in iwo days at the cape near where Cazan-Can 
was on the point of being put to a cruel death, 
You have heard, ladies, in what manner he 
was treated by thoſe barbarous iſlanders, who 
were going to ſacrifice him in their fury, and 
how we delivered him: After the eaſy ac- 
compliſhment of that expedition, in which, 
being taken for inhabitants of another world, 
we met with no refiſtance ; we returned to our 
veſſel, which proceeded: in its courſe with the 
ſame ſwiftneſs as before, till paſſing through va- 
rious ſeas unknown to us, as the Sultan of Or- 
muz has told you, we at length arrived at the 
port of Dabul, where I gave Achabaert à re- 
ward ſuitable to his merit. The reſt you know - 


— 


228 MOGUL TALZS 
as well as we, for you have all been witneſs 
of the conſent given by Cazan-Can to my hap- 
pineſs. Fortunate indeed, if that Prince, ac- 
cording to the prediction of the Sage, being ef. 
fectually cured of his paſſion for Canzade, ſhall 
find in this palace an end of all his pains, and 
the beginning of a felicity which cannot have 
an end, but in his being. 8 
The Princeſs Aſcou could not hear theſe 
:laſt words of the Prince of Viſapour without a 
Jigh. The adventures of the Sultan of Ormus 
had touched her extremely, ſhe:even ſhed tears 
at the recital of the diſtreſs he was in among 
.the iſlanders ; nor could ſhe help ſecretly ap- 
plauding the change made in his heart, from a 
perſuaſion that the Prophet did not diſapprove 
her paſhon. If this young Prineeſs felt theſe 
| cunealy emotions in her mind, Cazan-Can ſuf- . 
fered no leſs from the violence of his deſires, 
which were in a manner authorized by the 
Sage Cothrob, and which he believed he had 
ſufficiently diſcovered, he never turning his 
eyes off of that lady, from the time of his 
coming into the ſaloon. Rm 
'Oguz, from the place where he ſat in ſecret, 
took a great deal of pleaſure in contemplating 
the union which was likely to enſue-in his fa- 
-mily ; for-the marriage of his daughter to the 
Sultan of Ormuz was no: only a thing conve- 
.nient in itſelf, but was by no means diſagree- 
able, from the qualities of the King himſelf, 
who, except his former love for his ſiſter, had 
every perfection which Go make a man el- 


timable. The Sultan of Guzarat teſtified to 
the Iman his great deſire of ſeeing this marri- 
age concluded, but that holy man told him, it 
was not yet time, ſince it was neceſſary before 
that, to know the ſentiments of his wives. 
. WERE ane: 1 believe 
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I believe, replied the Sultan, I pretty well gueſs 
at their thoughts already. Neubahar, Shaba- 
gerka, and Geanzouz, were truly touched with 
ſorrow at my death, but I perceived their af- 
fliction was not ſo deeply rooted, but that time 
has been able to make great alterations in it; 
nay, at preſent, I think, it is not ſo fierce as 
to occaſion them very much diſturbance. For 
Goul-Saba, ſhe was not in the leaſt diſordered 
at my deceaſe, but on account of her ſon, in 
whom I have found all the marks of a very bad 
diſpoſition; the converſations which I have 
overheard between the mother and him about 
me, have confirmed me in this opinion. Geher- 
naz only has teſtified a ſincere affection for my 
perſon, and a heafty ſorrow for my death ; ſhe 
indeed has not ſuffered any thing to alleviate 


her pain, nor given any receſs to her tears, but 
on the account given by theſe Princes of their 


adventures, and even to theſe ſhe has not given 


a very great attention, entertaining her daugh- 


ter Acſou continually with the great loſs ſhe, 
received by my death; but as theſe are con- 
jectured proofs only, I have waited for that 
final determination, which you, dear Cothrob, 
were ſo kind to promiſe me. Be content, be 
content, my lord, replied the Iman, the time 
it not come for making that diſcovery. | 

The day after this conſultation, the Sultana's 
coming at the uſual time into the ſalon, they 
found there, not only the ordinary company, 


but two ſtrangers; the one, who ſeemed to be 


the maſter, had an air very grand and majeſ- 


lick, but very weak, and his countenance ſo” 


pale, that he ſeemed to have laboured under 

long illneſs, a profound ſadneſs diffuſed itſelf 

through his mien and actions; and tho” his 

attendant ſhewed the greateſt aſtoniſhment at __ 

beholding himſelf in a place fo very magnifi- 
X.. 
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cent, and full of riches, yet he who appeared 
his lord ſeemed perfectly indifferent to every 
thing he ſaw. The Sultana's were very much, 
ſurprized at this, and one of them could not 
help addreſſing him in theſe words. My 
lord, you ſeem ſo utterly unmoved at every 
thing you ſee, that your indolence has moſt 
ſtrongly excited our curiofity; be ſo good 
therefore to let us know the ſubject of your 
grief, perhaps communicating it may afford you 
ſome relief, and be aſſured that nothing in our 
power ſhall be wanting, which may, in any 
degree, conduce to the abatement of that ex- 
* ſorrow to which you have delivered up 
your mind.” Alas, madam (anſwered the 
ſtranger, in a melancholy tone) I am not able 
to determine whether I ſleep or wake; but in 
whatever condition I am, I know that my 
griefs are not capable of alleviation; and as to 
the recital you defire, it would only renew the 
remembrance of my misfortunes, and thereby 
increaſe the anguiſh I fee] from a wound not 
yet cured; if therefore you are deſirous to 
learn the adventures of a very unhappy man, 
learn them from this perſon, pointing to his 
ſervant, who is perfectly well acquainted with 
them, and allow me to retire ſome where, to 
obtain repoſe. | SIE 

The Sultana's were extremely moved when 
they perceived the tears riſe in the ſtranger's 
eyes; they gave orders for his being conducted 
to a 1 apartment, and Cothrob accom- 
panied him thither, who preſented him with a 
ſherbet, into which he put ſome drops of an 
elixir, wonderfully prevalent in the cure of 
wounds : within a little time after the ſtranger, 
by virtue of thoſe drops, fell into a fleep, 
which was no longer difturbed by the pain of 
his wound; while he flept, the 6 the 

| | agatten- 
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attendant of the ſtranger, returned back to the 
company, and the Sultana's perſiſting ſtill in 
their deſign to be acquainted with this hero's 
misfortune, the man, in obedience to their 
commands, delivered it in the following terms. 


e KOH OK IOKII 


The Hiſtory of Zem- Alzaman, Prince | 
of MKaſgar, and of Zendehroud, 
Princeſs of Samarcand. 


12 not trouble you, ladies, with a de- 
ſcription of the kingdom of Kaſgar, no 
doubt you are acquainted with that, my buſi- 
neſs is to inform you of the actions of the 
Prince Zem-Alzaman (the import of this name 
is, The wonder of the Age,) he is the only ſon 
of the Sultan Fraydoun, who governs at pre- 
ſent that realm. This Monarch had a cruel and 
bloody war with the Sultan of Samarcand, 
which continued for many years, with' various 
fortune, victory not ſeeming determined which 
ſide to take; but at laſt the arms of Fraydoun 
prevailed, he entirely defeated his adverſary 
in a battle on the frontiers, and killed, with 
his own hand, the Sultan of Samarcand ; after 
2 victory ſo compleat, the Sultan of Kaſgar had 
it in his power to have penetrated as far as he 
thought fit into the dominions of the deceaſed 

King ; but as he'had propoſed nothing more 
to himſelf than the repreſſing the troops of 
Samarcand, who had invaded his dominions 
unjuſtly, he had contented himſelf therefore 
with the advantage he had gained, believing 
it unlawful to to ſeize on the territories of 
„ X 2 another. 
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another. — He granted a peace to the widow 
of the late Sultan, with a full poſſeſſion of 
all the provinces he had held. After which 
the Sultan of Kafgar returned into his own 
country, and governed his ſubjects with great 
moderation. 1 
The King of Samarcand left at his deceaſe 
only one wife, whoſe name was Al. Alma, 
this Sultana had, on various occaſions, given 
ſtrong proofs both of courage and prudence, 
and after her huſband's death, who left her 
an only daughter; the people unanimouſſy 
ſubmitted to the government of this illuſtrious 
widow, merely out of reſpe@ to her perſo- 
nal virtues, it being contrary to the cuſtom of 
the country, and indeed of the Eaſt in general, 
to admit of any ſuch thing. I ait; 
- Altho' this illuſtrious woman knew the in- 
jury her huſband had received by the war 
which he had begun, contrary to her ſenti- 
ments, and in which he fell, and that the ne- 
ceſſity of her affairs would oblige her to deſire 
a peace with Fraydoun ; yet in her ſoul, ſhe 
was violently grieved for the loſs of the Sultan 
her ſpouſe,-- and breathed. nothing but ven- 
geance; all the : conſolation ſhe looked for, 
was in the Princeſs - Zendehroud her daugh- 
ter. That child, tho' but ſix years old, was 
ſo perfect a beauty, that the tender mother 
had great reaſon to hope ſhe would in time 
be a miracle in nature. Al-Alma flattered her- 
ſelf by the means of the daughter, to capti- 
vate the minds of the neighbouring Princes, 
and by degrees to unite them all againſt Fray- 
doun. In this hope ſhe educated the Princeſs, 
with all imaginary care, and as ſhe laboured 
to inſtill an, extraordinary boldneſs into her 
young lady, ſhe at the ſame time inſpired her 
with the moſt violent hatred towards the ian | 
| | 0 


of Kaſgar, and accuſtomed her never to pro- 
nounce his name without indignation. 


As the young Zendehroud was of a healthy, | 


vigorous, and robuſt conſtitution, Al-Alma 
cauſed her to | Hm the moſt violent exer- 
ciſes; mounted | 

bow and quiver at her back, ſhe purſued the 
chace, and if ſhe were not indeed an amazon, 
ſhe at leaſt wiſhed to be one of thoſe illuſtri- 
ous Heroines, who, in the days of the glorious 
Iſkander | ſo the Orientals call Inn the 
Great] acquired, by their gallant exploits, a fame 
which extended throughout Aſia. 1 
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The Hiſtory of Zem- Alzaman, Prince 


ceſs of Samarcand. 2 
( Continued.) ' © 


HE Prince Zem-Alzaman, who the night 


he paſſed in the ſeragho, was reſtored al- 
moſt to a perfect ſtate of health, at the uſual 
hour was brought into the ſaloon with the 
reſt of the company, from whom he received 
all the marks of friendſhip imaginable. The 


Sultan were hardly ſeated, before they fig. 


nified their impatience to hear the remaining 
part of that hero's hiſtofy; whereupon the 


Prince made a ſign to his companion to pro- 
+48 X 3 3 ceed, 
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on a mottled courſer with a2 


of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, Prin- 
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ceed, Which he immediately did, in the fol. 
lowing terms. e 

Zendehroud anſwered her mother's projects. 
As by degrees her beauty became abſolutely per. 
feft, ſo her mind was repleniſhed with all 
thoſe graces, which flow from an excellent edu- 
cation, and her body, thro' cuſtom, complied 
with eaſe to all thoſe violent .exerciſes, which 
are not performed without difficulty by our 
ſex When Al-Alma had obſerved the happy 
progreſs her daughter had made, ſhe no longer 
concealed from her the intent of her deſign, 
of propoſing her to all the Princes her neigh- 
bours, with a publick declaration, that ſhe 
would give her to him who ſhould appear 
moſt capable of executing her revenge upon 
the Sultan of Kaſgar. 5 | 

The Sultan of Kaſgar, my maſter, had an 
only ſon Zem-Alzaman, about four years older 
than the Princeſs of Samaicand; in the edu- 
cation of whom, his father ſpent the utmoſt 
Pains. The natural qualifications of this young 
Prince, ſeconded the endeavours of the Sultan, 
and at the age of eighteen, he not only had a 
great inſight into the ſciences, but alſo per- 
formed his exerciſes with a better grace, than 
any man in the dominions of Kaſgar. 
It was with ſome pain, that Fraydoun per- 
| mitted his ſon, at this age, to make his firſt 
campaign againſt certain Sultans, who were 
underhand incited by Al-Alma to invade his 
dominions. The Prince, who had but a part 
of his father's army, did wonders, which if I re- 
cited, it is impoſſible they ſhould meet with 
credit; however, they not only attracted the 
officers and ſoldiers which he commanded, but 
alſo terrified thoſe of the enemy to the laſt 
degree, of whom he killed three Chiefs with 
his own hand: Theſe marvellous exploits an 

| a | . the 
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the very beginning of the war, raiſed the re- 
utation of this young Prince ſo high, that at 
fat it reached to Samarcand, the Sultana of 
which conceived a moſt violent grief at this 
report, and as the praiſes of that young hero 
increaſed, they filled her with a mortal rage, 
and infuſed alſo into her daughter, a deeper 
hatred againſt the Prince, than againſt his fa- 
ther. | | 
Fraydoun, who could not help being ſome- 
what concerned at the preparation which the 


Queen was making for war, and the meaſyres 


ſhe had taken to incenſe all the neighbouring 
Princes againſt him, was tranſported with joy 
at the glorious actions of his ſon; and as the 
Sultana Al-Alma, placed all her hopes in the 
aſſiſtance which her daughters beauty might ac- 
quire her; ſo the courage of the Prince of 
Kaſgar tranſported him with a violent defire 
of putting an end to the war, by invading her 
country ; but Fraydoun checked. him in theſe 


deſigns after this manner. My ſon, ſaid that 


equitable Monarch, it is neceſſary for us to 
make juſtice the rule of all our actions, tho? 


the hatred that the Sultana bears to me is not 


altogether reaſonable, yet it is not without cauſe, 
The Sultan, her huſband, invaded me unjuſtly, 
it is true, but I flew him with my own hand, 
whence this extravagant hatred has enſued ; 
but then what glory ſhould I get by turning 
my arms againſt a woman, eſpecially ſince the 
Sultan of Bockora is now railing a vaſt army 


againſt me.” The young Prince ſubmitted to 


theſe reaſons, which were full of generoſity, as 
well as juſtice ; and as the fame of his martial 
virtues had put the affairs of the kingdom in- 
to a very good condition, he demanded leave 
of his father to travel, which being accordingly 


given him, he ſet out with a retinue of twelve 


perſons; 
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perſons ; but in a month's time, finding him- 
ſelf much incommoded, he ſent ten of them 
back again with a letter to his father, purport- 
ing that he deſigned to live incog, and that he 
would not go into any country ſo diſtant, as 
not to leave it in his power to haſten to the 
Sultan's aſſiſtance, in caſe his enemies attacked 
Kaſgar. The good old King was extremely 


cChagrined, but as he was thoroughly ſenſible of 


his ſon's duty and affection, he by degrees be- 
came more eaſy, 8 
The name of Zem-Alzaman had made ſo much 
noiſe, that it was impoſſible for the Prince to 
proceed on his travels without laying it aſide, 
wherefore he directed me, and the ſlave whom 
he retained with him, to call him by no other 
name than that of Edris, under which he tra- 
velled through a great part of Turqueſtan, and 
at length took a reſolution of paſſing through 
the kingdom of Samarcand; but whether it 
was With a deſign of prying into its ſtrength and 
forces, or to diſcover whether the beauty of 
the Prince Zendehroud, were as great as fame 
had reported it, I cannot determine. 5 
The Prince had ſcarce ſet his foot in the 
province of Mavaralnahar, before he heard that 
the Prince Kohad, the brother of Al-Alma, had 
had raiſed troops, and was reſolved to go to 
the Sultan of Bockora and give him battle, 
becauſe he had been an old enemy to their fa- 
mily. Our hero, in order to learn their man- 
ner of making war, offered him his ſervice; 


the good mien of the Prince, perfectly charm- 


ed Kohad who received him under the name of 
Edris, with the greateſt kindneſs. In the war, 


our gallant youth performed prodigious feats of 


valour, inſomuch, that the whole camp rang 
with the praiſes of Edris; at length, in a ge- 
neral battle, he twice ſaved the life of 

mY | an 
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and by his glorious actions conferred a moſt 
compleat victory on the army for which he 
fought. = 25 

Al- Alma received advice by a courier ſent 
by her brother, of the wonders which my 
maſter had done, from whence ſhe was induc- 
ed to regard him as a perſon ſent from Hea- 
ven to her aſliſtance, and who might not only 
deliver her, and her ſubjeQs from the miſchief 
intended them from the Sultan of Bockora, 
but alſo. to be her inſtrument for the deſtroy- 


ing the King of  Kaſgar, and to oppoſe Zem- 


Alzaman his ſon; and with a view of putting 
theſe deſigns in execution, ſhe wrote to her 
brother, to omit nothing which might engage 
Edris to remain in her ſervice, and to repair 


to Samarcand, in order to receive thoſe re- 


wards, which his exploits had ſo juſtly merit- 
ed. This propoſition made to our Prince em- 
barraſſed him very much; however, pretending 
much modeſty, he artfully avoided giving Kohad 
had a. poſitive anſwer, but told him in general 
terms, that he would not leave the Queen's 
dominions, without paying his reſpects to her, 
which ſatisfied the Gen e | 
Zem-Alzaman, whom we ought to have call- 
ed Edris, teſtified his uneaſineſs to us at this 
accident, but when he reflected upon it, he 


determined, as it was improbable that he ſhould 


be known at that court, to make all the haſte 
he could to Samarcand. As we approached 


it, we entered a foreſt, which lay about two 


leagues from thence ; here the Prince, fatigued 
with his journey, determined to ' ſearch out a 
proper place to take ſome repoſe; quitting 
thereupon the grand road, he followed the cur- 
rent of a murmuring brook until he reached 
its ſource, which proved a beautiful bubbling 
ſpring; pleaſed with this agreeable W 

i he 
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he laid himſelf down upon the graſs, and 
making 

immediately aſleep, 5 
While the Prince was thus taking his repoſe, 
Zendehroud, who delighted in hunting, hap- 
pened to enter this foreſt; the eagerneſs with 
which ſhe purſued, on one of the fineſt cour- 
ſers of Arabia, a flying hind drew her from 
the reſt of her company, nor did ſhe perceive 
that ſhe left them, till after ſhe had ſlain the 
creature with a dart; then turning her eyes 
on every ſide, ſhe began to conſider which 
way ſhe ſhould: return; at length, ſhe perceived 
the ſpring which was not unknown to her, 
and as ſhe found herſelf very dry, ſhe diſ- 
mounted, and tying her horſe to a tree, ſhe 
had not advanced many paces before ſhe was 
ſtruck with the fight of the Prince of Kaſgar, 
who ſlept ſo ſoundly, that all the noiſe ſhe had 
made, had not been able to awake him. Zen- 
dehroud was at firſt under great ſurprize, but 
by degrees recollecting herſelf, and puſhed on 


by the natural curioſity of her ſex, ſhe ad- 


vanced towards him, in order to conſider his 
perſon more at leiſure. As the Prince my maſ- 
ter was then about twenty. years of age, and 
his travels and chagrin had but very little de- 
_faced his beauty; ſhe could not prevent a 
ſympathetick affection for ſo agreeable a youth, 
in whoſe countenance, tho? ſleeping, there ap- 
peared ſuch a mixture of ſweetneſs and dignity, 
as convinced her that he could be no ordinary 


perſon, either with reſpect to the endowments 


of his mind or his deſcent. The longer ſhe 
gazed, the more ſhe was inclined to love, and 
to wiſh that in him, ſhe might find an 
avenger on the Sultan of Kaſgar and his ſon, 
which ſhe ſo earneſty deſired: In the midſt of 
theſe reflections, the Prince ſuddenly * 

is 


ſignal for us to retire, he dropped- 
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his eyes, and being amazed at ſo beautiful a 
lady, he ſtarted at once upon his feet, and ap- 
proaching her in the moſt ſubmiſſive manner, 


he thus accoſted her: © If I had imagined this 


ſolitary place had been honoured with the pre- 


ſence of ſo excellent a perſonage, as, from the 


luſtre of your charms, I am convinced you muſs 
be, I had not preſumed to have taken my re- 
poſe here, and thereby have been acceſſary to 
the diſcompoſing of your thoughts.” The fight 
of a perſon like you, anſwered Zendehroud, 
can never be taken, for other than a good 
omen; fancy not therefore that IT am offended, 


but raiſe yourſelf from the ground, for it is 


the Princeſs of Samarcand that addreſſes you. 
$5$006000000500006 
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The Hiſtory of Zem- Alzaman, Prince 


of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, Prin- 


ceſs of Samarcand. 


HE ſurprize and joy which. the prince 


| felt at that moment, is not to be deſcrib- 


ed; you are then, ſaid he, the incomparable. 


Zendehroud : Happy have I been employing 


my arms againſt your enemies, if the name of 
{ Edris has ever been fo lucky, as to reach your 
ear, At the name of Edris, the Princeſs ſtarted - 
| and retired a few paces back; her face being 
| covered with a crimfon bluſh, created by that 
entire conqueſt which love had now made of. 


her 
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ber heart; but recollecting herſelf as well as 
ſhe could, ſhe replied, © My Lord, I make 
no queſtion that you are the brave Edris, to 
whom this kingdom is ſo much obliged, altho' 
the deſcription I have had of your perſon, 
falls very ſhort of what I behold.” As the 
Prince and Princeſs were diſcourſing, the reſt 
of their company joined them, among whom 
was Kohad, who no ſooner beheld Edris, than 
diſmounting, he ran to him with open arms; 
after mutual careſſes, and all imaginary teſtimo- 
nies of affection and reſpect, the whole com- 
any joined in earneſtly: inviting the Prince to 
1 ; after which he mounted his horſe, 
and entered the great road, riding cloſe by the 
fide of the Princeſs, | 
Al-Alma, who moſt ardently deſired to ſee 
this hero, in hopes of engaging him to lead 
her armies againſt the King of Emma] receiv- 
ed Edris with all the marks of reſpect and con- 
ſideration that could have been paid to the 
greateſt Prince. Neither did ſhe forget to give 
him the warmeſt aſſurance of the ſenſe ſhe had 
of the great ſervices he had done her: and as 
my maſter had the moſt engaging behaviour, he 
ſoon won the entire affections of her ſubjedts, 
inſomuch that none regretted his intereſt in the 
court of Samarcand,' except thbſe Princes who 
aſpired to Zendehroud and the throne, and who 
very ſoon perce:ved, that this ſtranger, was 
preferred to them all by the Queen. - 
The fears of the great ones were the more 
augmented when they perceived that the Prin- 
cels of Samarcand, who had not hitheito 
ſhewn the leaſt complaiſance for any of her 
admirers, was far frem treating this new comer 
with ſo much coolneſs and diſdain; on the 
contrary, ſhe ſpoke to him with great frank- 
rieſs, and ſeemed never eaſy but in his com- 
Kc pany. 
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pany, However, Edris could not gain an op- 
portunity, ſuch was the watchfulnefs of his 
enemies to declare his paſſion, until one even- 
ing, walking in the garden with Zendehroud, 
ſhe deſired him to fit down by her upon one of 


the banks. The {laves out of reſpect, retiring, 
ſhe addreſſed herſelf to him in theſe words. 


« I think, my lord (pointing to a fountain) 
this is not unlike the place where, I firſt was 
ſo happy to ſee the brave Edris.” © You ought 


rather, ſaid my Prince, with a great deal of vi- 
vacity, to have. ſaid, that it is like the place 


where he reſigned his liberty to the charms of 
the divine Princeſs Zendehroud, and put on 


thoſe chains which he ſhall carry to his tomb“ 


Altho' the Princeſs was not diſpleaſed with this 
declaration, yet ſhe bluſhed, caſt her eyes on 
the ground, and continued for ſome moments 


without looking at Edris. The Prince very 


carefully obſerved her countenance, and per- 


ceiving therein more of modeſty and conſtraint, 


than of anger or diſdain, he proceeded thus. 


« If, faireſt of the daughters. of the eaſt, 1 


have been ſo unhappy as to offend you, decree 


immediately what kind of death ſhall be the 


puniſhment vf my boldneſs ; and be perſuaded, 
madam, that Edris would ſooner have fallen 
on his ſword, than have preſumed to think on 


the Princeſs of Samarcand, if he had been al- 


together unworthy of her. In my birth, ma- 
dam, I am not below, either yourſelf, or your 


admirers, the Princes who at preſent adorn 


your. court. Pardon me if I proceed no farther 
in the diſcovery of myſelf, but there are cer- 


tain cauſes. which oblige me to be ſilent; time 


will both Judlſy er in, what 1 have Feb 
and in what I conceal.” 4 'If1]: x4 1 iss 


- 6 Edris; ſaid the Princeſs, I do not inſiſt 
upon your telling me — but aſſure -you, : 
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that if what you ſaid be true, Zendehroud ſhall 
never be any but yours,” The Princeſs was in 
ſuch . confuſian, that: ſhe continued for ſome 
moments filent,;.. at length, ſhe proceeded : 
„ Ah, my Edrjs, what, have ſaid?: Thad for. 
got that my hEaft; is not at my own diſpoſal; 
- my hand * e given to him Wwho lays at my 
mother's ect, the, head of; the Sultan of Kaf- 
Theſe laſt, words made na ſmall impreſſion 
on Edris; however, he quickly recovered. him- 
ſelf, and ta prevent the, Princeſs: from obſerv- 
ing the confuſion, ſhe: had cauſed. Madam 
daid he, with a, briſk; tone) I, am not :ignorant 
of the conditions which thoſe; who-pretend to 
you are obliged to fulfil, nor will I ever have 
the aſſurance: to demand the; ſſron of the 
incomparable Zendehroud, till I can lay at 
her feet the crown of Kaſgar.” Altho' the 
Princeſs did not comprehend the ſenſe of that 
romiſe the Prince had made her, yet the con- 
dence with which he delivered it, perſuaded 
her that what he had told her of the great- 
neſs of his birth, was no way derogatory from 
truth; | ſhe therefore ran over in her mind the 
names of all the preſent Princes; of. the eaſt 
excepting only Zem:Alzaman ; for her. hatred 
to. him neyer ſuffered, it to come into her mind, 
that, he and Edris might be the ſame perſon. 
In fine, the Princeſs, being diſcompoſed by this 
converſation, retired. to her apartment. 
... As.ſgon as day broke the next morning, the 
| Princeſs, determined: to pay her thanks to the 
Prophet for, the coming of Edris into their do- 
minjons; in order to this, with all her train, 
the ſet out for the principal Moſque in Sa mar- 
cand: As they approached it, they perceived 
rell ere of people gathered about 


e porch, where a Woman, pretiy ſar in years, 
. . + 10 Was 


” 1 
” 


"% 
A 


from a motive of piety, ſeelng mz boy ready 


great evil, but yu may 49 dit by ſtay in here; 


to this Moſque his courſer threw him at once 


nable care taken of her; but as the Prin- N 


Caſe it were poſſible for him to be found,” to 
| her apartment. According to her delire, the 


ſaid The, is it poſſible that the ſtory. 1 heard 
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was rending the very Heavens with He r cries; 

as ſoon pa, the Princeſs and Her ladies came 
near, they demanded the cailſe of her grief? 

© Alas, madam, "(ſaid the old woman) T had 
an only ſon, Who 'was the darling of my eyes, 
and the delight of my end, whom T have now 
loft, through his bwn oßſtinacy; an eld Calen- ; 
der, whom I laſt night lodged in iny 'houſe, 


to mount His horſe this morning, ia order 10 
po to meet ſome of his Ttletids, andeavoured to 
pa a ſtop 'to his Journey by "theſe words: 
ou are threatenet, young man, to-day with a 


take my advice therefore, break this appoint- 
ment, and doubt not but you may live many 
Your very happy, otherwiſe ou may run your- 
F upon à moſt horrid misfortune which will 
befal 60 in the ſtreets of Simarcand. But 
my raſh, any lad, turning all he faid into 
a jeſt, and in ſpite of my cries and intreaties, 


d off for this city; but juſt as he came 


over his head, and ſplit his Kull againſt the 
corner ſtone.” 

The Frincefe Zendebrbud did all ſhe could 
to comfort the unhappy woman, and com- 
manded one of her flaves to carry that hap- 
leſs creature to the palace, and ſee all imagi- 


ceſs was exceedingly amazed at the wiſdom of 
him who predicted this melancholy accident, 
ſhe likewiſe engaged one of her ſervants to go 
and look for the Calender, and bring him, in 


Calender was introduced: Good old man, 


of YOU to-day ſhould be true? Was it prac- 
1 2 | ticable 


- 
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ticable for that young man to have eſcaped the 
evil which befel him, if he had followed your 
advice?” © It is very true, madam, replied he 
modeſtly, phyſiognomy has been my ſtudy for 
many years, and I have at length arrived to 
ſuch perfection therein, that I can with cer- 
tainty predict thoſe evils which threaten tlie 
perſons, Whoſe faces I behold,” “ | 
The Princeſs hereupon cauſed her attendants 
to withdraw, when he deſired the Calender 
to give his opinion freely of herſelf; which 
after ſome excuſes, he did in theſe words: 
To an excellent beauty, you join the greateſt 
perfections of the en excepting only, that 
you are ſometimes tranfported by your paſſions; 
have a care that theſe plunge you not into 
misfortunes, and preyent that hero, on whom 
you have fixed your heart, from placing a crown 
upon your head.“, — > 
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The Hiſtory of Zem- Alzaman, Prince 
of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, Prin- 
+ ceſs of Samarcand. OY 


( Continued. ) 


FU HE Princeſs was ſo ſtruck with the pre- 
: diction of the Calender, that ſhe could 
not for a long time utter a word; at length. ſhe 
came to herſelf, and making him a preſent of one 
2 | ; hundred 


b 


 AAGOGIHL TALES, 245 
| unden pieces of gold, diſmiſſed him. She 

then-ſhut herſelf up in her cloſet, where the 
conſidered how pertinent and exatt thoſe re- 
marks were, Which he had made on her tem- 
per, and diſpofition;z. and as ſhe had now good 
reaſon to believe, that the haſty ſallies af her 
paſſion was the ſole rock, capable of daſhing 
thoſe ſucceſſes, which fortune. was inclined - to 
beftow, ſhe determined to conquer the impe- 
tuoſity of her nature, and to become abfalnte 
miſtreſs of her conduct. 

While Zendehroud ſpent her time in agree- 
able reflections, the Queen her mother ſuffered 
nothing to. enter her thoughts, but the deſire 
of revenge; neither did ſhe omit all kind of 
preparations, frequilite to make war on the 
Sultan of Kaſgar: Theſe; provifions of her 
own feconded, as ſhe apprehended, by the brave 
Edris, and the other Princes, who aſpired to 
the marriage of her daughter, ſhe doubted nat 
would procure her a complete victor. 

One evening, ſhe, diverted herſelf with - Ait. 
courſing on the ſubje& of the war, before thoſe 
Princes, in order to diſcover their ſeveral ſenti- 
ments on the matter; one of them undertook; 


with his-own troops only, to lay waſte the 
territaries of Fraydoun; anotheFpromiſed\ to 
bring her, directly, the head of that Monarch: 
upon a ſpear; even the moſt moderate engage 
to produce both father and ſon at the feet of 
tne Sultana in chains, and to * her fols 
miſtreſs of their deſtiny. BE 

Aliho' the nature of the Queen malle he 
hear all thoſe bravadoes with great ſatisfaftion; 
vet the perceived with concern, that my maſter 
lat not only ſilent, but fzemed to ſmile at the 
pie ſumptubus promiſes of thoſe Princes; ſhe 
therefore, as ſoon as they had ©.dene ſpeaking, 


directed herſelf to him in theſe words, And 
Y 3 What 
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What ſays the brave Edris to all this?” No. 
thing, madam, ſaid he laughing, for if theſe 
Princes do but perform what they have promiſ. 
ed, you will have no occaſion for my aſſiſ. 
tance; and if not, Iam afraid I ſhall come too 
late: However, if. you would have me tell 
you the truth, in my opinion, the kingdom of 
Kaſgar is not ſo eaſily conquered as theſe men 
pretend: I would adviſe you therefore to 
make the beſt. proviſions you are able for this 
expedition; for I can aſſure you, from expe- 
rience, that Fraydoun in valour, kwnawled c 
and generoſity, yields not to any Monarch in 
the world: As to his fon Prince Zem-Alza- 
man, I have beheld him too in fight, and I 
affirm to your Majeſty, that he is brave, and 
in the day of battle, will make himſelf terrible 


even to the molt intrepid. - Karib-Schak, one 


of the Princes who Were attached to Zendeh- 
roud, caſting his eyes on Edris, with a look 
Which ſpoke his indignation, anſwered him in 
theſe words. It ſeems that you would inti- 
midate us, by crying up the Queen's enemies, 
and magnifying their power and courage; but 
be aſſured, that inſtead of becoming afraid of - 
them, not one of us eſteems any more than his 
own force, neceſſary to cruſh the King whole 
ower you have ſwelled to ſuch a degree.” 
I hope, ſaid Edris, that the Queen will ex- 
eaſe my fincerity, I thought it would be for 
her fervice to hear truth, and therefore I told 
it her, and ſpoke only of what my eyes had 
been witneſs; as to her ſervice, I have ſhown 
my zeal already, and if we make a campaign 
together, I make no queſtion of ſhewing a 
courage equal to that of thoſe I commended, 
and ſuperior to the valour of ſuch as attempt 
to do me wrong.” The converſation, begin- 
ning to grow warm, the Queen found herſelf 

"A | | obliged 
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obliged to interpoſe. *© Princes (ſaid ſhe) I 
am throroughly perſuaded that Edris had not 
any intention to offend you, he ſpoke his ſen- 'Q 
timents freely, and, as you hear, from expe- | 12M 
rience. I intreat therefore your not taking any Wl 
thing amiſs from a perſon who has rendered 
me Leite ſo very eſſential, that it is no way 
in my power to make him any other recom- 

ence than my thanks, Content yourſelf with 
bribefits in your reſpective bodies of auxilia- 
ries as you have promiſed me, and let us con- 
cert the beſt we are able, that method by which 
we may deſtroy this enemy, who has juſtly in- 
curred my hatred.” 3 . 

Whilſt thoſe Princes were collecting their 
reſpective troops, in order to advance to the 
frontiers of Kaſgar, Kohab who had conceived ' 
a particular eſteem for my maſter, was defirous 
to bind him to his intereſt, by a ſtricter tie, 
than that of amity; and as he had an only 
daughter moſt exquilitely beautiful, he propoſed 

her to the Prince for a wife, which much em- 
barraſſed my maſter, whoſe affairs wanted not 
further perplexities. After the ſecret engage- 
ment between him and the Princeſs of Samar- 
cand, it was not in his power to accept of 
ſuch a propoſition; and it was impoſſible for 
him to rejeCt it, without incurring the hatred 
of that Prince, who, without any other recom- 
mendation than his bravery, offered him a Prin- 
ceſs, whom the moſt puiſſant Monarch of the 
eaſt, would have thought it an honour to have 
taken for his ſpouſe; he was therefore obliged. 
to receive the offer with great modeſty and 
reſpect, anſwering in evaſive terms; and reſolv- 
ing in himſelf to communicate this to the 
Princeſs, as ſoon as poſlible, and to intreat 
her advice, on the occaſion, | +: 


Kohab 
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Kohab believing himſelf ſecure of Edris's 
conſent, tan full of joy to the Queen, whom 
he found in the cabinet of Zendehroud. Ma- 
dam, cried he, throwing. himſelf at her feet, 
Edris has done too much for you, and for 
your kingdom, not to be. held worthy of a 
large reward; you charged me with the find- 
ing out ſome means to ſatisfy. him, and at 
laſt I believe I have thought of a 'method 
which will bind him to your ſervice; allay 
the jealouſy conceived of him by the Princes, 
and enable me to place him at the head of 
our armies, without their having any pretence 
to complain. And pray what is this method ? 
5 9 2 the Queen, with ſome precipitation.) 
ith your leave, madam, added Kohab, 1 
would give him my daughter Dorejan in mar- 
riage ; he readily received this propoſition when 
1 made it to him, and I could eafily perceive 
in his looks, the ſatisfaction it gave him. If 
your Majeſty conſents to it, it will be a great 
leaſure. to me, and at the ſame time unite- 
the young hero to your intereſt; for theſe rea- 
fons, I hope you will not forbid him to become 
my ſon-in-law, | JVC 
My dear brother, replied the Sultana of Sa- 
marcand, I do not in the leaſt condemn the 
reſolution you have taken, to prefer merit and 
valour, to either birth or power; I aſſure you, 
I ſhould do the ſame thing, if Edris were in 
any condition of aſpiring to my daughter, It is 
impoſſible to expreſs the agonies with which 
Zendehroud heard this afflicting news, which 
ave her the more pain, as it was perfectly un- 
foreſeen; nor would ber grief permit her to 
remain ſilent. I think, ſaid the, uncle, addreſ- 
ſing herſelf to Kohab, I have heard that Edris 
had a violent paſſion for a fair-one, by whom 
he was as tenderly beloved; methinks it would 
1 g be 
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be hard to divorce them for ever. Are you 
fure, fir, that his conſenting to your propoſi- 
tion was ſincere? Certainly, madam, replied 
Kohab, or I ſhould not have deſired the Queen, 
your mother's conſent in marriage; nor am 1 
at all concerned at what you tell me of Edris's 
aſton, for if it be ſo, it is Dorejan, who has 
| Inſpired his Heart; I have myſelf obſerved him. 
to gaze paſſionately at her, and am not igno- 
rant that his virtues have attracted the eſteem, 
as his perſon and mien have fixed the affection 
of my daughter: But why do I linger, can 
there be any thing more noble, or more plea- 
ant, than to put the happineſs of the vintuous 
out of doubt? 1 will go therefore immediately, = 
and join the hands of thoſe, whoſe hEarts are of 
already united, and make myſelf: witneſs of 
thoſe tranſports, with which Edris will receive 
this intelligence. PPT Ts 
The Princeſs, however, found need of all 
that courage wich which her great ſoul inſpired 
her, to ſupport that piercing affliction, which 
her uncle's — had darted through her mind; 
her grief yet received an addition, when -pal- 
ſing through the hall to go to her apartment, 
ſhe ſaw Edris approach ber rival, and throw 
himſelf on his knees before her; the ſight 
ftruck her with ſuch fury, that ſhe paſſed 
briſkly into her chamber without looking at 
my maſter; and as ſoon as ſhe entered it, ſhe 
gave a looſe to all the violence of that paſſion 
which flamed in her . boſom. *© What, cried 
ſhe, does the ungrateful Edris abandon. me 
for Dorejan ! him who I preferred in my heit 
to all the Princes of che eaſt ! that Edris, who 
ought to have placed at my ſeet the crown 
of Kaſgar; ungrateful as he is to ſacrifice me 
to the firſt riſe - of his fortune; unhappy Zen- 
dehroud, behold the fruit of thy credulity, 2nd 
0 that 


— 
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that eaſe with which thou liſtened to the ſpeech- 
es of an impoſtor. Ah! Monſter of inprati- 
tutle, ſuch principles reſide not in the breaſt of 
Princes; I will-punitſh thee for attempting to 
deceive me.“ bg | 1 
While the Princeſs of Samarcand ſuffered this 
cruel agitation, a flave who was wont to in- 
troduce my' maſter ſometimes, without giving 
any notice, opened the door haftily, and brought 
with her Zem-Alzaman into the room; the 
[Prince was in 'ſugh diſorder, that without at. 
tending to the condition Zendehroud was in, 
threw himſelf immediately at 'her feet, and 
began to give her an account of the manner 
on which Kohab had made his 'propoſals to 
him; and of the Princeſs Dorejan's falling it! 
in the hall through which ſhe paffed, laying 
him under a neceſſity of attending and ſup- 
| eve her, which he ſuppoſed had given the 
Prineeſs of Samarcand this -offence. Zendeh- 
roud not giving him time to ſpeak, her eyes 
darting like fire, reproached him in theſe terms. 
% Traitor! How durſt you preſume to appear 
in my preſence ? miſerable ſtranger, begone out 
my ſight; go carry your black contrivances 
ſome where elfe: Look for an alliance more 
agreeable to ſuch a monſter as you; n 
fume not to look me again in the face, left 1 
make ufe of thy blood to wipe out the ftarn, 
which thou haſt thrown upon me.“ As ſhe 
pronounced theſe words in a very angry tone, 
me turned away without permitting my maſter 
to reply, and withdrew into her inner cabinet, fo 
that he ceuld not enten. 
Quite diſtracted at fo cruel and unlooked- 
Tor a reception, of which he could gueſs but 
imperſectly the cauſe, he retired into his own 
apartment, but with an air of ſuch deep me- 
lancholy, that we eafily perceived it, and were 


in 
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in the greateſt concern imaginable. The Prince 
threw himſelf on a ſopha, which he wet with 
his tears; after a While he called me to him, 
and told me the cauſe of his affliction; When 
- ſomebody;knocking-at the door, I roſe and let 
in. the ſlave, by whom he received a ſhort bil- 
let from the Princeſs, to this purpoſe: 


G A. TTEMPT: not, ungrate ful man, to juſtify 
41 yourſelf, begone this moment out of Sa- 
marcand, and do not force me to proceed to 
thoſe extremities. which you ought to dread; 
but eſcape by a well-timed obedience, if you 
have any remains of- virtue.“ »VDßß 


My maſter was prodigiouſly ſurprized and con- 
cerned at the harſh ſtile of this letter. Tell 
Zendehroud, ſaid he, that I will obey her 
commands, however unjuſt. As ſoon as he had 
ronounced theſe words, he ſunk down upon 
li ſopha, and continued ſenſeleſs. for about 
half an hour ; however, his ſervant and T did 
all we could to relieve: him. As ſoon. as he 
came to his ſenſes, he took up the letter, and 
aſter having made me peruſe it, he command- 
ed me to get horſes ready, that we might de- 
part the next morning. I obeyed his orders 
pundtually, and at the time appointed we. left 

Samarcand'; and the Prince having recollected, 
that his father's kingdom would be very much in 
danger without his aſſiſtance, he reſolved to 
make the beſt of his way to Kaſgar. | 
If Zendehroud was overcome with grief at 
the eruel fituation of affairs, ſhe had alſo grounds 
to believe, from the ready obtdience the Prince 
yielded to her commands, that ſhe had done 
him wrong by berſufpicions and ill treatment; 
hence it was not long before the repented, 
that ſhe had not followed the wiſe counſel 

oo | which 
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Which the old Calendar had given her; but 
it was without remedy, and ſhe was. forced 
to conceal her griefs, as much as ſhe could, 
In the mean time, it was ſhe only, who had 
any knowledge of the reaſons of Edris's flight, 
| for the Queen and Kohab could not tell what 
to think of his precipitate retreat, concerning 


Which, they did not ceaſe to make enquiries, 


and to form conjeQures, until the Princes, her 
allies, had drawn their atmies into the field, 
and were on the point of entering into the 
dominions of the Sultan of Kaſgar. 
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The Hiſtory of Zem-Alzaman, Prince 


of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, Prin- 


ceſs of Samarcand. / 


8 ( Continued.) 
| F nen being formed, that the Queen 


and her confederates were drawing their 
Forces together on his frontiers, he himſelf ſet 
out for his army, which he found in exceeding 
good order; for as he had all along ſuſpected 
that Al-Alma would at ſome time or other 
bring about ſuch an, invaſion, he had given 
them orders to be upon their guard, but nothing 


I gave him much uneaſineſs, except the abſence of 


Zem-Alzaman. The loſs of a ſon's preſence, 
when it was of ſo much conſequence,” . 
a * | - fille 
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filled the Sultan * ſad apprehenſions, fearing 
that ſome ill ackident had befallen him. — 
However, the King * his army as con- 

9 


veniently as he could, and determined to at- 
tend the approach of his enemies. It will be 
difficult for me, ladies, to give you an account 
of a battle, of which I myſelf know nothing 
but by hearſay ; However, I will relate it in 
the beſt manner I am able. The troops of the 
Queen of Samarcand, and her confederates, 
amounted to a hundred thouſand men, whereas 
Fraydoun's army- was not above ſeventy thou- 
ſand; but notwithſtanding this inequality, he 
ventured to give them battle; the plain was 


very quickly covered with dead bodies ; the 


Heavens rang with the cries of the dying, 
and the ſhouts of the engaging ſoldiers! The 
army of the Sultan Fraydoun fought with very 


great boldneſs, inſomuch, that they ſometimes ' 


puſhed the forces of the Confederates, but 
theſe again recovering. their courage, the battle 


continued in this uncertain ſtate for ſix hours, 


till at laſt the Princes, deſirous to fignalize 
themſelves in the ſight of Al-Alma and Zen- 
dehroud, encouraged their followers to make 


fuch a bold attack, that victory ſeemed to in- 


cline to their ſide. Fraydoun, obſerving this, 
covered with blood as he was, thruſt himſelf 
into the firſt ranks, and there engaged Prince 


Karib-Schak, which ſoon drew upon him all the 


reſt of the Princes, who were alike defirous of 


depriving him of life, 
How bravely ſoever the Sultan of Kaſgar de- 


ſended his life, he was on the point of fall- 


ing under the ſwords of his enemies, When 
on a ſudden, a body of thiee thouſand horſe 


pierced through the middle of his troops, headed 


by a Cavalier, in ſable arms, whoſe ſace was 


Vowel 2 | maſked ; 
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maſked; he and his troops, ruſhed into the 
midſt of the battle, bearing down all the Queen's 
forces before them. The Princes, and Karib- 
Schak, endeavoured io put an end to the bat- 
tle, and to the war, by the death of the Sul- 
tan of Kaſgar. In order to this, they purſued 
him with an implacable fervour, till at laſt, 


coming up with him, one of them aimed a2 


blow at his head, which would have proba- 
bly been his death; at this very inſtant, the 


new warrior, who had made ſuch a change in 


the face of the battle, came up, and with one 
blow of his ſabre, cut off the uplifted arm of 
the Prince. laſt mentioned, and -at two other 
ſtrokes, ſent as many more of the Princes to 
their laſt homes. After this, he, and the body 
of horſe he had brought, fell like thunder on 
the Queen's army, the foldiers cauſing the name 


of Prince Zem-Alzaman to echo through: their 


ranks, and the very ſound of that name inſpir- 
ed the army of the Sultan of Kaſgar with 


courage, and ſtruck their enemies with ſuch 
a terror, that, at laſt, victory declared in favour 


of the Sultan, * and the troops of the Queen 
every where turned their backs. 

Karib-Schak, who was the only one of the 
Princes left, made the utmoſt efforts he was able 
to come to the aſſiſtance of the Queen, but all 
his endeavours to re- animate his drooping ſol- 
diers were in vain; and tho' he diſcovered the 
nobleſt reſolution himſelf, yet thoſe under his 


command, were ſo far from following his ex- 


ample, that, affrighted at the light of the car- 
nage which the Prince and his horſe had made, 
they at laſt forced their General to a precipi- 
tate flight, to ſecure his life from immediate ha- 
zard. The night approaching, | hindered the 
purſuit of the fugitives, who, if light had 
continued a few hours longer, mult have m— 
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all cut to pieces; but Zem-Alzaman cauſed a 
retreat to be early ſounded; and as ſoon as 
they withdrew to their enſigns, he marched to 
rejoin Fraydoun, who no ſooner ſaw him, but 
he fell upon his neck, and almoſt ſtifled him 
with his careſſes. He enquired how he had 
ſpent his days while abſent, and what adven- 
tures had happened to him in his travels. 
It will not be difficult for you, ladies, to 
gueſs in what a terrible condition the army of 
the Queen of Samarcand found themſelves; the 
conſternation ſpread amongſt them was ES 
ral; and tho' they gained the intrenchments 
of their camp, yet their fear continued as ſtrong 
upon them,. as when they were expoſed in the 
held to the fury of the Prince of Kaſgar's horſe. 
At laſt a council of war was held, wherein, 
about the break of day, this reſolution was 
taken, that the Queen fhould make peace 'with 
Fraydoun at any rate, and on any terms ſhe 
could obtain; but Karib-Schak oppoſed it.— 
«Madam, ſaid ſhe, there is no occaſion that 
you ſhould utterly deſpair from this defeat, 
fince it is apparent that your forces were up- 
on the point of carrying Ade viktor from thoſe 
of the Sultan of Kaſgar, till his ſon broke in 
with his reſerve, and 5 hir courage, which it 
is impoſſible to mention without admiration, 
changed the fortune of the day. It is in him, 
therefore, that both his father and his army 
confide ; were he removed, there is no fear 
but the forces of Kaſgar might be broken. — 
Hear me then, Madam; this hero, valiant as 
he is, I will engage in a ſingle combat; I doubt 
not, but I ſhall be able to encounter him, and 
I flatter myſelf, by the death of that potent 
enemy, to reſtore you to ſafety, and to receive 
from your hand, Yong Zendehroud, as 
E A 8 6 ER 2 14 4 a £ the 
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the prize of a victory, which none but myſelf 
could obtain.” VVA 
While Karib-Schak was thus applauding his 
own valour, the camp was filled with ſhouts 
of joy, the ſoldiers every where reſounding the 
Praiſes of Edris, and calling on his name. The 
Queen, without giving any anſwer to Karib- 
\chak, roſe immediately, and ran towards the 
door of the apartmeut; where meeting my ma- 
ſter, ſhe embraced him with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs : Edris, ſaid ſhe, her eyes flowing with 
teags, if you had been here yeſterday, the troops 
Fraydoun had not obtained the victory 
over mine; however, in you. I place all my 
hopes of relief; and acknowledge that the 
very fight of you has given me freſh cou- 
rage. „„ 1 
2 . anſwered he, with great modeſty, the 
indiſpenſible neceſſity, of my affairs obliged. me 
to leave Samarcand, at a time when Lthought 
my preſence was uſeleſs to you; but I had re- 
turned to your ſervice, if a certain order, I ſhall 
not mention, had not made it dangerous for me 
to appear here; but at length hearing the cir- 
cumſtances your affairs are in, I xeſolved to 
join your army, and am ſorry I arrived fo 
late. In the condition things are in, replied 
Al-Alma, I can, ſcarce think of auy, method for 
extricating myſelf out of the war, which I am 
unable to; ſuſtain ; but in the midſt of theſe 
evils, the fight of you gives me hope. Prince 
Karib-Schak has made a propoſal, which I ap- 
prove, on condition, that you ſhare with him 
in the glory of the action, on which our ſafety 
depends. I am perſuaded you will think the 
thing too reaſonable to oppoſe it, and there- 
fore 1 deſire that you will permit his name 
and your's to be written upon two billets, and 
to be put in the ſame urn, where, aver Waning, 
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that which is drawn firſt, ſhall expoſe him 
whoſe name it bears, to a p 


glory. As ſoon as ſhe had pronounced theſe 


words, taking the aſtonifhment of Karib-Schak, 


and the filence of Edris for conſent, ſhe cauſ- 
ed their names to be written on two pieces of 
paper, and put into a veſſel, whence, after 
ſhaking them, ' ſhe drew that of Edris firſt, — 
My Lord, ſaid'the Sultana, tranſported with joy, 
the greatneſs of the danger will, I dare ſay, 


no way aftoniſh: your courage 3 the confidence I 


hayeinyour Bravety, gives me reaſon to hope that 
you will not decline A fingle combat with Zem- 
Alzaman, and uſe your utmoſt efforts to van- 
quiſh that Prince, more formidable to us, than 
all the troops of his father. | 


This propoſition off a el, between Edris 


and Zem*Alzaman, - aſtoniſhed my maſter ſo 
much, that he was not able to ſpeak one word, 
and tak innig the advantage, interpoſed in that 
moment, and expreſſed his -refentment, at the 


affront which the Queen had offered him.— 


Madam, faid he, the hefitation of this man, 
ſhews how unworthy he is of the honour you 
do hihi, id making; im your holes 10 wy pre- 
judice ; nor. can you, blame me for thinking it 
hard, to fee a, ſtranger refarced® before me, 


3 


one of no birth, and whoſe valour muſt needs 
be very unequal, lince he came not hither till 
a day after the battle, in which, if he had 


thought fit, he might have given ſome marks of 


SY — 
rated 


1 was not preſent in the engagement yeſterday, 
4 VS in MOTO Ji © 2AONI SHI 

you ought to believe that it was impoſſible for 
me to reach your camy!; had I been in the 
field; I would either have periſhed, or have 
| Z 3 rendered 


erilous combat in- 


ted ſo much. Edris could not bear this In- 
ſolent diſcourſe. . Karib:Schak, replied he, if 
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rendered the Queen's forces victorious; not to 
have endeavoured to repair the ſcandalous flight 
of yeſterday, by vain boaſts of my courage to- 
day. Yes, Sir, I will; fight the ſon, of Fray. 
doun, and I aſſure the, Sultana, that if that 
Prince is to be vanquiſhed, it is I only who 
can obtain over him the victory ſhe deſires ; and 
when that is done, I will convince you with 
arms in my hand, that Edris is always your 
We both in birth and courage. 
9 Was preſent 


he Princeſs Zendehroud, Who 
at this quarrel, and who had not hitherto deign- 
ed ſo much as to caſt her eyes upon Edris, be- 
lieved it now time for her to take up the diſ- 
courſe. Our affaits, my Lords, ſaid ſhe, are 
not in ſuch a poſture as to allow your. diſu- 
niting us by ſuch outrageous ſpeeches; if you 
would ſhew your real regard, unite, both to de- 
troy. this formidable enemy, whoſe valour,, as 


it renders him the inſtrument of deſtruftion 10 
us, lo it makes him the object of our, hatred ; 
do this, inſtead of ihwarting each other, and 
open us an honourable paſſage back to Samar- 
cand.“ „I heartily intreat your pardon, Prin- 
ceſs, replied Edris, for what might haye clcap- 
ed me in_wy;paſſion, before ygu or the Sultans, 
1928 mother ;- but J tar ge. aſſure au that 
L feces with the, ine tatigfakhion, the, bq- 
nour done me to day, and will, take every oc- 
caſion to ſhew, that you have not miſtaken 
your man, when you repoſed confidence in me. 
On your fide, Madam, it behoves you to ſend 
a ſecond challenge in my name, to Z m-Alza- | 
man, Which if he accepts, you 'ſhall ſes ne 
to-morrow at ſun- ri ling, on the f right, of | your 
' Queen's" orders; but you mult, forgiye my de. 
dicating my hours, till the! „ to an affair of 
vaſt conſequence to me, and which obliges me 


7 
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thoughts, till on a ſudden' he ca 
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to retire.“ Soon after, making a low: obeiſance 
to the Queen and Princeſs, he withdrew; and 


mounting his courſer, was nee out of 
ghd” of. Air, S 6205 
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EVENING. XXXIV. 


The Hiſtory of Tom: adit Prins 
of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, Pri rin- 
ceſs. of Samarcand. 7; 


2 Sontihued y- 


HE Prince 'of * Kaſgar, velit returned to 
55 his father's camp, found himſelf exceed- 
ingly embarraſſed ; he revolved 'the ſituation of 
affairs in his thoughts, and knew not how to 
make a frank diſcovery of all to his father, 
and of propoſing a peace, by his intermarrying 


with the heireſs of Samarcand; and yet rom 


this propoſition he could not N his 


one of Fraydoun's guards, a a youth well made, 
a man of his own fize and mien, and who, on 
this very account, ſtood high in the favour of 


his Commander, who often uſed, in jeſt, to call 


him The Prinee. Immediately a thought came 
into Zem-Alzaman's head; he reſolved to ſub- 


ſtitute him in his '0wn” ſtate, and make him 


0 perfonate'Edris,\ in order to accompliſh the du- 
el; in which reſolution, he determined to wait 
the oe of the Queen of NN who, 
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he doubted not, would ſend one in his name.— 
In about four hours time the herald came from 
the enemy's camp, and had audience of -Fray- 
doun, The Sultan, in the firſt emotions of his 
paſſion, reſented ſo much the impudence of the 
meſſage, that he was on the point of ordering 
the man who brought it to be hanged. But 
Zem-Alzaman, being informed of it, ran and 
interpoſed, intreating his father to grant the re- 
queſt, ſince, notwithſtanding any inequality that 
might be between him and Edris, it would 
undoubtedly ſtain his honour, ſhould it be re- 
fuſed. PP Bo oe ES 3H1 

| 'Fraydoun, who was himſelf a perſon of much 
generoſity and valour, readily yielded to what 
the young Prince ſaid ; and Zem-Alzaman there- 
upon returned the Queen for anſwer, that he 
would the next morning, by ſun-riſe, preſent 
himſelf with only a thouſind horſe between 
the camps; and that Edris might there meet 
him to decide their difference, and then he re- 
turned to his tent. The herald was no ſooner 
out of the camp, than Zem-Alzaman cauſed 
the young man, We have ſpoken of, to be ſent 
for; when he addreſſed him thus. © Togrul, 

it is in your power to render me-a piece of ſer- 


4 4 


vice, on which depgnds the future happineſs of 
my life.“ Then, he proceeded to telate the 
courſe of his adventures, his paſſion for the 
Princeſs of Samarcand, and the ſtate of his af- 
fairs, in relation to her, and the engagement 
he was under, by the name of, Edris, to fight the 
duel with himſelf. “ Tis you alone, continued 
he, tis you, my dear friend, who muſt extri- 
cate me out of theſe difficulties. Do;youtake 
this equipage, Wherein 1, appeared . yeſterday 
in the camp of Al-Alma, and this riding ſuit, 
8 known by this diamond claſp, pre- 
ſented me by that Sultana's own hand, As ſoon 
as 
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as day breaks, do you mount my horſe, and 
begone into the wood, on the right of that 
Princeſs's entrenchments, and wait there for 
her commands. But be careful how you enter 
into converſation with thoſe people the Queen 
ſends to attend you ; haſten then, to avoid 
it, to the place I have appointed for the com- 
bat, where you will find me in the ſame dreſs 

I entered the battle yeſterday; my armour 
black, my veil over my face, and my arms pro- 
perly blunted, ſo that I ſhall not give you any 
wounds that can be dangerous. I make no- 
queſtion of your managing this affair' dexte- 
rouſly: I will therefore only intimate what I. 
aim at. After we have fought long enough to 
convince the people we are in earneſt, I will 
ſeize you, and diſmount you; and as ſoon as 
you find yourſelf on the ground, you muſt 
render yourſelf- my priſoner. On' this, I will 

bring you back with me into our camp; and 
ha hat exchanged habits with thee, will 
myſelf return to the Queen of Samarcand, un- 
der the name of Edris, pretending that Zem- 
Alzaman, under my parole, had diſmiſſed me 
tombditite ampeates?%> 
Fogrul conceived himſelf too highly honour- 
ed by this confidence, to ſcruple paying all 
imaginable duty to his commands on this head ; 
therefore, after ſtaying part of the night in 
the tent of Zem-Alzaman, he ſallied, as he had 
been directed, to the road leading up to the 
wood, as ſoon as ever the day. began to dawn. 
There, while he waited for thoſe he expected 
the Queen ſhould ſend to meet him, he began 
to congratulate himſelf on the good fortune he 
had, by theſe means, to raiſe himſelf in the fa- 
vour of his Prince; but in the interim, he ſud- 
denly found himſelf inveſted by a troop of 
„„ 1 horſe, 
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horſe, conſiſting of twenty men at leaſt, who 
all drawing their ſabres at once, attacked him 
in a moment; and notwithſtanding) the brave 
defence which he had made, cut him down, 
and having disfigured him with wounds, left 
him lying under the feet of his horſe; for the 
execrable aſſaſſins hearing the trampling of horſe 
in the wood, were obliged to fly precipitately 
before they had perpetrated their baſe and 
bloody purpoſe, altho* they doubtleſs believed 
he could not. recover. | 
The troops they heard were thoſe which the 
Queen of Samarcand ſent under the command 
of an excellent officer to attend on Edris. 
This gallant man no ſooner reached the ſpot, 
where the villainous act we have related, was 
done, but caſting his eyes on the unhappy 
youth, he inſtantly gueſſed by his height, his 
arms, his ſhape and other marks, that it was 
that valiant man he came to meet, who was in 
that unhappy condition. And as he was much 
beloved by the ſoldiers, they could not forbear 
expreſſing the moſt tender marks of unfeigned 
grief; ſo that the wood rang with their lamen- 
tations, and the often repeated name of Edris. 
The , Princeſs Zendehroud, tho' at the firſt 
ſight of that illuſtrious warrior..ſhe had put on 
an haughty anger, began by this time to relent, 
and to fancy within herfelf it might not be im- 
17mg for him to juſtify himſelf, ſo as to 
aniſh all her ſuſpicions. This notion, as 1s 
| Uſual in the breaſt of one who loves, found a 
thouſand things to ſtrengthen and improve it, 
eſpecially the ambiguous excuſe he had made 
for his departure: And therefore; to ſet her 
mind more at reſt, ſhe' privately determined to 
go without attendants to meet him in the wood, 
there to expoſtulate with him the whole mat- 
ter. At break of day, therefore, riding alone 
| out 
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out of the camp, and drawing nigh the place, 
ſhe: heard with ſurprize, the melancholy cry of 


the ſoldiers, mixed with the name of Edris. 


This made her quicken her pace; but how 
ſhall I paint to you her agonizing ſorrow, when 
beholding Togrul in that miſerable condition, 


ſhe, ſcarce alive with fright, doubted not it was 


her lover lying weltering thus in his blood. 
She endeavoured, as well as ſhe could, to wipe 
the gore and dirt from his face and in the 
midſt of ſuch! terror, the likene's of Togrul 
_ deceived her fight, ſhe ſunk half dead into the 
officer's arms, whoſe coming had driven away 
the aſſaſſins. By degrees, he brought her a lit- 


tle to herſelf, and ſhe ſuppoſing that Edris open- 


ed his eyes with ſome difficulty, went towards 
the wounded man, whom the thus accoſted. 


„ My Lord (ſaid ſhe, bathing him with her 


tears,) tell us, if you are able, who were the 


monſters capable of uſing, thee thus, that I may 


| purſue them with a revenge ſuitable to their 
crimes.” At that inſtant Trogul collected his 
ſpirits ſo far as to endeavour to ſpeak: And 
imagining the Prince had betrayed him, an- 
ſwered faintly——Zem-Alzaman, it was Zem- 
Alzaman. - L292 | 


The unhappy man was able to ſay no more, 


at leaſt in an audible tone, for a few mo- 
ments, after he had pronounced them, death 
put an end to his days, and to his words, The 
Princeſs was ſo much moved at this fright- 
ful ſcene, that ſhe had almoſt expired with him. 
%% How ! (cried ſhe) was it the barbarous Prince 
of Kaſgar who cauſed Edris to be aſſaſſiated p 
O monſter! More fell than any tyger, thou art 


a fit ſon to the murderer of my father! Doſt 


thou think to perpetrate all this without re- 
venge? No, my Edris, thy fall ſhall be re- 
compenſed with that of thy murderers, or I 

ſhall 


| 
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ſhall periſh in the attempt. You even, in the 
moment of departure, named the aſſaſſin to me, 
and Zendehroud will not content herſelf with 
uttering womaniſh complaints. This arm, which 
has often been employed in giving death to the 
moſt fierce and ſavage beaſts, ſhall now reap a 
bloody harveſt of glory and revenge from the 
ſlaughter: of Zem-Alzaman. I loved thee, 
Edris, 1 no longer fear this ſecret ſhould be 
known; I will give thee in the fight of the 
world, tho' dead, proofs of a ſincere paſſion, 
But why do I delay my revenge a moment ? 
My reſolution is fixed beyond the power of 
change, Edris was going to fight the Prince of 
Kaſgar. I will put on his arms, and advance 
immediately to the combat, where I will either 
ſatisfy. the ghoſt of my lover, or gloriouſly ex- 
pire. I command you all not to hinder my 
deſign, nor to endeavour at diſſuading me; pre- 
pare to do your duty, under pu of my in- 
dignation, and let ſix remain behind here to 
guard the body, precious relicks of the man I 
loved, till I ſend to give it burial. I have 
nothing now to do, but to go to the execution 
of my ſcheme, which ſhall convince the world 
that the Princeſs of Samarcand, under the habit 
of Edris, is no unequal match for the blood- 
thirſty Zem-Alzaman.” , 
The violence of her paſſion ſo agitated the 
Princeſs, that her eyes ſparkled with double, 
and yet dreadful luſtre, inſomuch that none of 
her attendants durſt diſobey her, in an inſtant 
therefore they took off the veſt, the robe and 
the turban of the ſuppoſed Edris, which Zen- 
dehroud, after having haſtily put on, mounted 
immediately the Prince's horſe, and rode directly 
out of the road, with an air of deep reſent- 


ment in her countenance. She bent her way 
1 | inſtantly 


* 
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inſtantly towards the place of combat, where, 
with great impatience Zem- Alzaman waited the 
arrival of him who perſonated Edris. 2 

That ſtrong emotion of ſoul, which had in 
fluenced the Princeſs of Samarcand to under- 
take ſo bold an attempt, had ſo totally changed 
her look, that it was impoſſible to know her ; 
and Zendehroud, perceiving Zem-Alzaman with 
a veil hanging, as he agreed, over his face, did 
not very particularly obſerve him. * The per- 
fidious wietch, ſaid ſhe, is deſirous to hinder 
our examining. by the motions of the eyes, what 
paſſes in his heart; but it is no matter, I want 
nothing more to animate my revenge.” So, 
without more ado, glapping ſpurs to her horſe, 
ſhe attacked the Prince with ſuch fury, that 
not expecting ſo briſk an aſſault, Zem-Alzaman 
had like to have fallen from his horſe; how- 
ever, recovering himſelf a little, he ſtood more 
upon his guard, and as he was an admirable 
maſter of his weapons, he pat by all the blows 
aimed at him with all great addreſs, and at the 
ſame time returned no ſtrokes but with the flat 
of his ſword, tho' it gave him no ſmall pain 
to be obliged on this occaſion to give leſs proof 
of valour than uſual. | 

While the Prince. thus managed the combat, 
rather by cunning than by force, Zendehroud, 
blinded by her paſſion, made ſo terrible a blow 
at my maſter, that it beat down his ſword, and 
thereby inflifted a deep wound in the neck of 
her own horſe; the blood from which ſpurted 
up in her face, and the horſe bounding with 
the ſmart, ſhe, apprehenſive of his pitching 
her forward, jumped immediately off, and ad- 
vanced againſt the Prince on foot. Zem-Alza- 
man was extremely pleaſed at ſeeing Togrul, as 
he fanciad, in ſuch a ſituation as would quickly 
put an end to the diſpute, not doubting but 

Vor I, | A a | that 
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that he would behave as he had directed him; 
ſpringing therefore from his ſteed, he ran im- 
petuouily to ſeize him; but the Princeſs effec- 
tually convinced him of his miſtake, by giving 
him a deep wound in. the left arm. Amazed at 
this, he knew not what to think, till by her 


reproaches, Zendehroud diſpoſſeſſed him of his 


falſe notion, and convinced him it was not 


Togrul with whom he had engaged. This ani- 
mated him with new fury: © Whoever thou 


art (ſaid the Prince) who haſt betrayed me into 
an error, almoſt fatal to my life, be ſure thou 
ſhalt not preſerve thy own.” Then rufhing 
violently on his antagoniſt, he threw her on the 
ground, and juſt as he was going to cut off her 
head, the helmet came off, and her hair fell 
diſhevelled on her ſhoulders. However covered 
with blood, and disfigured thereby, he preſent- 


1y perceived it was the Princeſs of Samarcand 
whom he had fought with, | 


On ſo extraordinary a ſurprize, the Prince 
knew not what to ſay, but remained ſpeechleſs 
and aſtoniſhed, and the more ſo, when he per- 
ceived that Zendehroud, who had not dropped 
Her ſword, made various paſſes: at his breaſt ; 
holding her faſt, however, in his arms, he en- 
deavoured to make her recolle& him. Ah! 
madam (ſaid he) what unaccountable hatred is 
this which carries you into ſuch cruel extremi- 
ties againſt Zem-Alzaman? If Edris provoked 
your anger, is he not juſtly puniſhed ? In place 
of that guilty Edris, receive, fair one, for your 
ſpouſe the Prince of Kaſgar who adores you. 


In him you will find all that you were afraid 
of wanting in that unknown warrior.“ 
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The Hiſtory of Zem-Alzaman, Prince 
of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, 
Princeſs of Samarcand. 


(Continued.) 


NE would have thought that it was the 
O evil genius of the Prince, who had dictat- 
ed to him thoſe equivocal expreſſions, which 
ſerved only farther to tranſport the rage of the 
Princeſs. * Traitor! (ſaid ſhe) having by ſo 
black a treachery deprived me of Edris for ever, 
| why doſt thou not diſpatch afterwards the un- 

happy Zendehroud ?” | | 

| The principal officers of the Queen's army 
ſoon came up to the place of combat, to entreat 
Zem-Alzaman to ſpare the life of him they 
took for Edris; but how were they aſtoniſhed, 
when they ſaw in the place of Edris the Prin- 
ceſs of Samarcand.! The news ran inſtantly, 
from man to man, till it reached the whole 
camp, and the ſoldiers, ſeizing their arms, 
haſtened to her defence. | 
While Zem-Alzaman ran to remount his 

horſe, they took up Zendehroud ; but her troops 
were not to be reſtrained in their ardour; they 
iſſued from all quarters of their camp, and 
running to the charge, obliged my maſter to put 
himſelf at the head. of his troops, in order to 
| a 2 repulle 
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repulſe them: And as he was animated, not 


only by a moſt poignant grief, but alſo with ,an 
eager diſappointment, his valour exerted itſelf 
more conſpicuouſly than ever, and he dealt 
ſuch furious blows. among his enemics, that 
they began to doubt whether he was not more 
than mortal. = i 

It is now neceſſary for me, Ladies, to tell you 
that the ſeeming Edris was ſlain by treachery, 
and how that was brought about. I perſuade 
myſelf, however, that carrying in your mind 
what I told you,. as to the broil between Prince 
Karib-Schak and my maſter, you already gueſs 
at what I am going to ſay. It was that Prince, 
then, who (jealous of the preference given to 
Edris by the Queen, reſenting the words which 
had paſſed between them, 20. 
ing Zendehroud) thought there was no way of 
coming at her, but by removing ſo formidable 
a rival, which doubting, it were practicable by 
an honourable means, he heſitated not at tak- 
ing this ſtep, Intending, in his room, to have 


gone and fought the Prince of Kaſgar; for not- 


withſtanding his ſoul was mean enough to ſtoop 
to aſſaſſination, he wanted not perſonal courage, 
and hoping to ſucceed in this combat, he queſ- 


tioned not the Queen's beſtowing on him the 


| Princeſs, as his reward. IE: 
Karib-Schak then having given his orders for 
the deſtroying of Edris, which were too cruelly 
executed on the unfortunate Togrul, the chief 
of thoſe infamous aſlaſlins being come to give 
an account that it was executed, he received 
the news with extreme joy, At the ſame time, 
ſeeing the Princeſs arrive, whom he did not 
know under the habit of the falſe Edris, he 
caſt a furious look at him, who had brought 
the news of the death of his gallant rival; but 
the diſcovery of the combat between my maſ- 
5 15 DO | ter 
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ter and Zendehroud having convinced him, 
that his orders were actually executed; he was 
in too great an extaſy to give any attention to 
what was ſaid by the crowds of ſoldiers, Who 
ran up and down the camp; till at laſt, rouſing 
his ſpirits, he reſolved to go and reanimate 
the mg troops, who were now in great 
diſorder; hoping to find the Prince of Kaſ- 
gar, pretty much fatigued with the combat, 
and with the fight, and fo leſs able to reſiſt 
him, | 

But unhappily for him, no ſooner did he ap- 
pear in the field, but Zem-Alzaman diſtinguiſh- 
ed him, and glad of an opportunity of deſ- 
troying ſo inſolent a rival, immediately. at- 
tacked him. Karib-Schak defended himſelf 
very bravely, till after an engagement, which 
jaſted long, and with more courage than could 
have been expected, from a perſon covered with 
| fo foul a crime, his ſkull was cleft through by 
a blow of the Prince's ſabre, and a pallage 
thereby made for his ſoul to withdraw, and 
to receive the due reward of the impurity of 
his actions; ſo that he aid not long enjoy 
my pleaſure of his ſuppoſed deſtruction of 
Edris. | 

The death of Karib-Schak ſo totally diſ- 
couraged the Queen's troops, that inſtead of 
making any other effort to reſiſt the fury of 
the Prince of Kaſgar and his followers, they 
haſtened into the camp, and enquired very care- 
fully after the Princeſs Zendehroud, 

Iſ my maſter had at all inclined to proſecute 
the advantages which his valour had procured, 
doubtleſs he might have made a horrid ſlaugh- 
ter of the enemy; but that generoſity, which 
| was natural to him, hindered his making any 
purſuit, and returning into his father's camp, 
he felt in his ſoul, the moſt poignant grief. 

AS3 © _: 


270 MOGUL TALES. 

His mind ſuffered the moſt - cruel agitations 
from what had lately happened; he could not 
apprehend the reaſon, why the Princeſs had 
fought againſt him with ſo much wrath ; how 
ſhe came to be equipt with the arms aud habit 
of Togrul; or what was become of that young 
man. Having given me ſecret orders to enquire, 
he ſhur himſelf in his tent, without permitting 
any body to ſpeak to him; and even without 
allowing them to apply proper remedies to the 
wounds which he had received that day. Fray- 
doun, hearing of his ſon's chagrin, paid him a 
viſit, believing it aroſe only from the diſgrace 
his arms ſuſtained in fighting with the Prin- 
ceſs; and notwithſtanding all my maſter could 
ſay, he obliged him to have his wounds drell- 
ed, which appeared but ſlight; the King went 
away well ſatisfied, after having perſuaded his 
{on to lay aſide that concern which he perceived 
affected his heart. 

Zem-Alzaman, having paſſed the night very 
badly, found himſelf the next morning in a very 
high fever; the news of this immediately 
alarmed the Sultan, who ran inſtantly to his 
ſon's bedſide. My dear child (ſaid the good 
old Prince) I am very ſenſible of the condition 
you are in; open your heart freely to me; the 
. Queen of Samarcand has ſent to demand a 
truce, in order to bury thoſe brave men who 
periſhed in the laſt engagement. Your valour 
has been ſo fatal to her people, that I thought 
I ought not to deny them ſo ſmall a favour; 
nay, to ſpeak truth, notwithſtanding that unjuſt 
hate which the Queen has ſo long bore me; J 
have for her, all due reſpect and deference; I 

ray Heaven that my ſuſpicions may be true, 
and thereby I ſhall gain an opportunity of 
making a ſolid and laſting peace with that Prin- 
ceſs, and her people. The Princeſs 2 

| rou 
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roud is, as I have heard, no leſs remarkable 


for her beauty than her courage. If her al- 
liance will be grateful to you, I will offer 


them peace on that condition; and ſhe muſt _ 


be very ill adviſed indeed, if ſhe refuſe it. 
Since, if I liſten to my reſentment, inſtead of 
pity, nothing can be more certain, than that I 
may add her kingdom to my dominions.“ My 


Lord (replied Zem-Alzaman) I, cannot deny 


my having the moſt tender affection for the 
Princeſs of Samarcand, and that my happineſs 
depends ſolely upon poſſeſſing her; yet I am 
afraid the cruel Zendehroud will not liſten to 
your propoſitions ; ſhe has conceived a violent 


«QT againſt me, and I dare not flatter myſelf, 
1 


at ſhe will ſo ſoon change her ſentiments. 


Therefore, my Lord, I would entreat you to 


grant them peace without any conditions; for 
ſhould you demand Zendehroud, the Queen 
her mother might perhaps interpoſe her autho- 
rity, for the ſafety of her people, and 1 ſhould 


in receiving this lady's hand, thereby oblige her 


to do violence to her inclination.” 
While all this paſſed in the camp of the Sul- 


tan of Kaſgar, the Queen of Samarcand was 


infinitely ſurprized at her daughter's having 
fought with Zem-Alzaman; as ſoon as ſhe 
came into her preſence ſhe cauſed her to be 


diſarmed, and with great joy perceived that 


ſhe had not received any wound. But the 
death of Edris, at whoſe burial ſhe reſolved 


to aſſiſt, afflicted her ſo ſeverely, that ſhe could 
not avoid ſhewing the utmoſt figns of grief, 


ſuffering her tears to deſcend like torrents 
from her eyes; while her mother beheld with 
concern in her looks, her words, and her 
actions, ſo many glaring marks of a deſperate 


ſadneſs. 
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Al- Alma and Zendehroud were in this cruel 
| ſituation, when the Vizier, whom Fray doun 

had choſen for this negociation, arrived in their 
camp. He preſented the letters he had brought 
to the Queen. That Princeſs was ſo much 
ſurprized at the generous procedure of the 
Sultan, and was ſo ſtruck with the advanta— 
ges which muſt flow from an alliance with 
him, that ſhe ran haſtily to her daughter's bed- 
ſide with the news. My dear child, ſaid ſhe, 
I come to bring you a peace, which in our 
condition we could never have hoped for ; 
the Sultan of Kaſgar offers to us freely, and 
deſires to ſeal it, by a marriage. between you 
and his ſon; his letter is ſo touching, that it 
has pierced my heart, and driven from thence 
that hatred with which I have hitherto burnt 
againſt him, and with which I have endeavour- 
ed to inſpire you. I cannot give any anſwer 
to his Vizier, till 1 have conſulted you; all 
the Princes our allies, are periſhed under the 
ſword of Zem-Alzaman, ſo that we have no 
hopes of relief, but from Heaven, and your 
compliance. 

Ah, Madam! cried Zendehroud, the murder- 
er of Edris ſhall never become my ſpouſe; it 
is no time to diſſemble my paſſion for that 
hero, and the extreme grief I felt for his loſs ; 
I ſaw him expire y=ſterday morning in the wood 
near the camp ; he died in my arms, and the 
very laſt watts he ſaid to me, informed me that 
his murder was perpetrated by the command 
of the Prince of Kaſgar, cloathed in the arms 
of Edris; I attempted to revenge his death, 
and tho' I had not ſucceſs, inſtead of making 
that monſter my huſband, I will purſue him 
with a juſt vengeance, nor will I abate of 
that hatred which is due to him for ſo baſe 


an action. 2 7 
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The Sultana of Samarcand was much ſurpriz- 
ed, and extremely troubled at this diſcourſe ; 


however, ſhe retired, hoping that by night her 


paſſion would abate, and ſhe be better diſpoſed 


to liſten to her counſel. | 


During the reſt of the day, the troops of the 
Queen of Samarcand being informed of the ar- 


rival of the Vizier of Fraydoun, and the mo- 
tives of the embaſſy, they teſtified the utmoſt 
joy, and heaped a thouſand bleſſings on the 
Sultan of Kaſgar, for his moderation. The 
Princeſs, being informed of what had paſſed, and 
not doubting but the Queen 3 preſs her 
to a marriage with Zem-Alzaman, at the cloſe 
of the evening mounted her horſe, and, at- 
tended only by one ſlave, fled as faſt as ſhe 
could from the camp. FE 
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EVENING XXXVI. 


The Hiſtory of Zem-Alzaman, Prince 


of Kaſgar, and of Zendehbroud, Prin- 


ceſs of Samarcand. 


( Continued. ) 


H%: great a ſurprize the Queen felt, when 
ſhe learned the news of the Princeſs's 
flight, you may eaſier conceive, than I can de- 
ſcribe; and her grief was augmented at the 


light of Fraydoun's Vizier. However, without 
explaining to him the motives of Zendehroud's 


averſion 
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averſion to Zem-Alzaman. „ You ſee, ſaid ſhe, 
letting fall a ſhower of tears, how far fortune 
perſecutes me; do me the juſtice to teſtify to 
the Sultan your maſter, all the eſteem I have 
for him, and aſſure the Prince of Kaſgar, that 
J deſire nothing more earneſtly, than the 
ſtrengthening, by his marriage with Zendeh- 
roud, the peace, which, with ſo much gene- 
roſity, he has offered me. The Princeſs, merely 
out of fear, that I ſhould make uſe of my au- 
thority to conſtrain her conſent, has quitted 
the camp: her flight has robbed me of all the 
conſolation I had in life; I am at the point 
of deſpair, and only hope that -Fraydoun will 
not take advantage of my preſent ſituation.” 
„No, Madam, replied the Vizier, who, before 
his coming to the camp, had received his. in- 
ſtructions from the Prince, that is by no means 
my maſter's intention, He offers you peace 
without any condition, nor has he any deſign to 
do violence to the Princeſs; Zem-Alzaman 
has too much reſpeRt for her will in every 
thing, and loves her with too ſincere a paſ- 

hon,, to think of obtaining her from any Hut 
herſelf.” : 

After the departure of the Vizier, the Queen, 
dierced to the heart with the moſt ſincere af- 
Riction, having given orders for the making a 
ſtri& ſearch after the Princeſs, put herſelf at 
the head of her troops, which were reduced 
in their numbers, and thoſe who were left 
in a very bad condition, and began her march 
to Samarcand, 3 

If the Sultan was amazed at the flight of 
Zendehroud, and at the hate ſhe expreſſed for 
his ſon, that Prince was not at all ſurprized 
thereat; but he received, with the moſt ſen- 
fible grief, a letter from the Princeſs, wherein 
ſhe aſſured him, ſhe would never Ove. me 
; an 
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hand to any, but the man who ſhould lay his 
head at her feet. x 

He quite loſt himſelf in reflecting, without 
being able to comprehend the cauſe, why 
Zendehroud, who had teſtified ſo much kind- 
neſs for - him, when he bore the name of 
Edris, ſhould of a ſudden, deteſt him ſo much, 
on her diſcovering he was the Prince of Kaſ- 
=. He could not help accuſing his friend 

ogrul of betraying him, and his ſuſpicion 
increaſed, when he remembered that the Prin- 
ceſs fought him in his arms, and mounted on 
the horſe which he had given him ; but when 
he underſtood by the Vizier, on his return 
from the Queen's camp, that that unfortunate 
young man was found covered with wounds in 
the wood, whither he had ſent him, he knew 
not what to think, or how to judge of that 
{weetneſs, which was ſhewn in every action of 
the Princeſs ; and he had need of all his ſpirits 
to ſupport himſelf againſt that anguiſhinto which 
his uncertainty threw him. It was ſolely the 
fear he had of affliting the Sultan, who loved 
him with great tenderneſs, that hindered him 
from throwing off life, which became a bur- 
then to him, But tho' he bore with this, yet 
he was not able to conquer that chagrin, which 
continually haraſſed his ſpirits, but fell into 
ſo profound a melancholy, that Fraydoun was 
extremely alarmed, That Monarch immediate- 
ly put himſelf into the rout of Kaſgar, and 
entered his capital, amidſt the lb accla- 
mations of his people, who by a thouſand vows 
they made for the health and ſafety of the 
Prince, gave him to underſtand how fincerely 
he was eſteemed, 

The Sultan, thinking it became him to cele. 
brate the victories he had obtained, and the 
peace he had given to the Queen of Samarcang, 


With 
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with ſome magnificence, gave orders for a very 
pompous feaſt ; the diverſions of which, he 
was in hopes, might diſpel the gloom which 
hung upon his ſon ; but he found the utmoſt 
difficulty to perſuade him to be preſent at the 
ſhews made on that occaſion ; it happened that 
they were concluded by a horſe-race, not far 
from Kaſgar, which the Prince beheld fitting 
on horſeback near his father, not ſuffering 
himſelf to be at all relieved thereby, from 
that ſadneſs which he had lately worn; till juſt 
as he was entering the town, a Cavalier, well 
mounted, broke thro* the guards, and rode di- 
realy to the Prince, on whom he diſcharged 
a blow with his ſabre, whereby he laid him 
for dead at the feet of his horſe; never was 
there ſo dreadful a cry heard as that which 
was occaſioned by this ſtrange and unforefeen 
accident; a multitude of people ran inſtantly 
to the ſiccour of the Prince, and his aſſaſſin 
had ceriainly periſhed by the hands of thoſe 
who were about the Sultan, if that Monarch 
had not given orders to ſave his life; re- 
ſolving that he ſhould expire in the moſt ex- 
cruciating tortures. As that Chevalier was now 
diſarmed, they immediately loaded him with 
chains, and while ſome condutted him to pri- 
ſon, others carried Zem-Alzaman to the Palace, 
among the tears, the fighs, and violent cries of 
a multitude of afflicted people, who followed 
him thro' the city. | . Fat 

The quantity of blood the Prince had loſt, 
and the little hopes the ſurgeons gave of his 
recovering from the wound he had received, 
threw the Sultan into deſpair; and deſiring, in 
this diſtreſs, to know the cauſe of his ſon's 
death, he ordered his murderer to be brought 
into his preſence, The habit of the criminal, 
| Was 
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was full of dirt and mire, and the chains were 
ſo heavy, that they were almoſt inſupportable; 
yet notwith landing the deplorable ſtate he was 
in, his looks diſcovered ſuch extraordinary 
beauty, that the King, prejudiced as he was, 


and quite overcome with grief, could figt Took 


upon him without admiration, Which was in- 
creaſed when the young man addreſſed himſelf 
to him in theſe words. Sultan of Kaſgar, 
ſaid he, with the utmoſt firmneſs, it is with the 
greateſt joy I confider myſelf as the deſtroyer 
of your ſon ; I have therein revenged the death 
of a father and a herd, t6'whom I had many 
obligations. In this face, Sir, behold the ruins 
of the Princeſs of Samareand's beauty, broken 
with grief. I have done my duty, do you now 
fulfil your's ; 1 have ſhed your blood, do you 
ſhed mine. IT am far from hoping, and farther 
ſtill from aſking any pity ar your hands; the 
only favour I defire is, that you will not ſuf- 
ſer me long to langaiſh in chains; and that 
whatever death you affign me, ſome regard 
may ' be had to mockeſty and honour.” — 
« Cruel Zendehroud, cried Fraydoun, if I kill- 

ed your father, it was in a combat, wherein he 
attacked me, and his death could not render 
me culpable, in the opinion of a perſon of 
honour., Bur what fury, inhuman. Princeſs, 


could inftigate you. againft my ſon p What 
particular offence could you have received from 


a Prince” fo generous, arid who ſo ſincerely 
adores you. I offered you that ſon, that un- 
happy fon, you have deprived me of for a huſ- 
band; and would thereby Have rendered you 
miſtteſs of my kingdom, which , would ere 
long have deſcended to you entire. 
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EVENING XXXVII. 


The Hiſtory of Zem-Alzaman, Prince 
of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, Prin- 
ceſs of Samarcand., _ 


( Continued. ) 


EAUTY is ſo powerful a recommendation 
even to enemies, that they are incapable 

of treating with harſhneſs, thoſe on whom 
Heaven hath thus ſtamped the peculiar mark of 
its favour. Hence in the preſent caſe it came 
to paſs, that the Sultan not only commanded 


= the fetters to be taken from off the Princeſs, but 
=_ ordered allo cloaths becoming her ſex, and an 
=_ apartment in his Palace, where ſhe was treated 


with all the reſpe& due to her ſex and quality, 

ſo that now ſhe enjoyed every thing, except 
her liberty, FFF 

Tem- Alzaman, in the mean time, lay between 

life and death, in ſo miſerable a condition, 

- that his ſurgeons were unable to decide what 
would be his fate ; notwithſtanding his extreme 
weakneſs, he retained his ſenſes perfectly, and 

he could not perſuade himſelf, that his wound 
| came from any other hand, than that of an 
aſſaſſin employed by Zendehroud, In this ſad 
condition he yet remembered that the ſword 
with which he was wounded, remained in his 
body after the blow, and was taken out by the 

| 4 ſurgeons. 
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ſurgeons. He therefore caſt his eyes upon it, 
and immediately ſaw that it was the ſame 
which he had worn, while he had borne the 
name of Edris, which he had given to Togrul, 
and Which he had ſeen in the hands of Zen- 
dehroud in their laſt combat; from all which 
he doubted not, that, the perſon who had at- 
tacked him, was no other than the Princeſs 
herſelf, Ah! Heaven, cried he! I die then 
by: the hands of that, cruel beauty; ſince it is 
ſo, ſhe ſhall effectuate her deſign; at theſe 
words, he laid his hands upon his. wounds, 
and was going to tear them open, if he had 
not been reſtrained by the happy preſence of 
1 —ꝛ—A 8 
That excellent father, ſenſibly touched at the 
ſad ſtate in which he found his ſon, and gueſ- 
ſing by his looks at thoſe pangs of deſpair which 
agitated his ſoul ; he could not forbear a few 
tender reproaches, concluding with the moſt 
earneſt entreaties, that he would be careful of 
his life, if not for his own ſake, yet for that 
of an unhappy parent, whoſe being was bound 
up in, his exiſtence, © | 

Zem-Alzaman, who had an infinite reſpe& 
for the Sultan, was ſenlibly grieved at theſe 
reproaches, and endeavoured to throw himſelf 
at his feet at the bottom of his bed, in order 
to beſeech his pardon, and to intreat him in 
favour of Zendehroud ; but the Sultan pre- 
vented him. However, as ſoon as he had 
Placed himſelf in a pore of repoſe, he be- 
gan thus. My Lord, ſaid he, this ſword will 
not permit me to doubt, that the Princeſs of 
Samarcand is in your hands; let her not, how- 
ever, in the leaſt degree ſuffer, tho' ſhe has taken 
away my life. In the name of the Great Pro- 
phet, treat her with the greateſt tenderneſs, for 
the alone is capable of reſtoring my health; I 

' Bb 2 ſhould 
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ſhould die, if I conceived her ſubject to mil. 
fortunes, or without that reſpe& which is due 
to her ſex and her rank, In lieu of priſons 
and of chains, offer her a throne and crowns; 
if ſhe refuſes theſe, let her be conducted to 
. Samarcand, with all the reſpe& due to a 
Princeſs; but in return for this favour, and as a 
pledge of my inviolable tenderneſs for her, 
Which 1 ſhall preſerve to the very moment of 
my death, procure for me, if it be poſſible, 
an interview of a moment, which may enable 
me to yield up my laſt breath in peace, or 
enable me to ſupport the fatigue of ſo tedious 
a cure, and which can never be effected with- 
out this jndulgence from Zendehroud,” ? 
The Sultan, to make the Prince eaſy, acknow- 
ledged that he had the Princeſs, in Kl Per; 
tolcf him, that at firſt, "he had been put in 4 
dungeon, but at preſent ſne was in one of the 
apartments of the Palace; and he promiſed 
my maſter all that he demanded, on condition 
that he would do every thing to promote his 
cure. He went out of his chamber into that 
of Zendęehroud, to whoſe beauty there was no 
refyfing admiration, as ſhe was dreſſed in the 
proper ornaments of her fex. *— 
© Princeſs, faid he, Zem-Alzaman is dying as 
you wiſhed, but he dies with regret, becauſe 
e ſaw you not at Jiberty, whom he wiſhes 
ſafely conducted to Samarcand, in a manner 
agreeable to your condition. As. this is the 
laſt wiſh of a Prince deſerving a better deſtiny, 
I come ta, tell you, that you may leave this 
odious country Whenever you pleaſe ; I only 
beſeech you to have ſo much compaſſion on a 
Monarch whom you have rendered the moſt 
miſerable Prince upon earth, to allow Zem-Al- 
tamen, my unfortunate ſon, the happineſs of 
. | # TAR; CSAS# AESS 2 . 8 L } 88 ELLEN giving 
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giving you a laſt adieu; ſure you | cannot te- 
fuſe this favour, to à Prince, who has received 
death from your hands, with, ſo much reſigna- 

Neon ne 6 9453 bailing: no pz s 2+} A... wort: 
Zendehroud extremely ſurprized at the dif- 
courſe of the Sultan, was for ſome time unable 
to ſpeak ; at laſt, caſting her eyes on the ground 
and then railing them up to Heaven, Puiſſant 
Mahomet, cried ſhe, it is impoſſible that a man 
capable of a crime ſo. lack, ſhould yet teſtify 
ſo much grandeur af. ſoul in other actions; 
doubtleſs he does it; that appearing virtuous and 
magnanimous, he may render, me more culpa- 
ble, in the eyes of mankind. | Tis well how- 
ever, my Lord, (ſajd ſhe. to Fraydoun,) I will 
go and fee Zem-Alzaman as he wiſhes, not to 
take his life and my own, liberty: as you offer; 
not teſtify, any. penitence, for what I have done, 
not ſorrow; at the ſtate he is in, but to oblige 
him to acknowledge in your preſence, the mur- 
r of that excellent man, Who was ſo dear 
to me, and for which even you yourſelf will 
own, he deſerved to fall by the hands of Zen- 
dehroud.“ 3 e 


adam, replied the Sultan, I am ignorant 


but this I am ſure of, that he cannot be guilty | 
of. ſuch an action as you charge him with. 
Time N 11 dare ſay wear off the obſcurity of 
this affair, and (Eh the myſtery to light ; how- | 


„The, Sultan ng ſooner departed, but the 
noe „ Willing: to know how, far, this liberty 


of the palace, where having walked for 
4,48 #25 7 3 4 224 1 1 4 10 1400 g 
time, with the women who waited on her; ſhe 


282 Gen FTA EES. 
Kafgar, and deſired that he would accom any 
her. Covering herfelf therefore with a veil, 
ſhe took him under the arm, and proſecuted her 
ol After having walked over a great part 
the city, as they returned thro* the ſquare 
over againſt the palace, they faw a vaſt tumult, 
approaching nearer they diſcovered a man 
pierced with two poinards, who was borne in 
a chair to a furgeon. She imagined at firſt fight 
ſhe knew him, and having confidered' him a 
little, ſhe remembered he Was one of the atten- 
dants of Prince Karib-Schak ; thinking there- 
fore ſhe was bound in honour to do ' fomewhat 
for him, ſhe ordered him to be carried into 
an adjoining houſe, and gave money to pro- 
cure whatever was neceffary for him, The fur- 
geon was quickly brought, and as ſoon as he had 
examined and probed the man's wound; he de- 
chred he thought them mortal. The wretch 
(fenſiblte of his own danger, and touched to the 
heart with thé kindnefs the Princeſs of Samar- 
cand had ſhewn him) deſired that every body 
would withdraw, becaufe he had fomewhat of 
the utmoſt importance to reveal to her; and 
when every ane, except the ſurgeon, the eunuch 
and Princeſs were retired, * Madam, ſaid he, 
you fee before you a man that has cruelly of- 
fended you, all my life T have been abandon- 
ed to ambition and intereſt, of which I am 
this day the victim. The Prince Karib-Schak 
took advantage of my diſpofition, and by the 
offer of a large ſum, and promiſes of his fayour, 
engaged me in the bon orf of à moſt black 
214 barbarous fact; for knowing that While the 
brave Edris lived, he could never aſpire to the 
poſſeſſion of your Raft, 1 by his order af- 
ſaſſinated that gallant man in the wood near 
your camp, the very moment in which Sx 
* 333 8 1 4 * . 4 as 2 
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was gaing to offer battle to the Prince of Kaſ- 
ar.“ 
ws Oh! Heaven, cried the Princefs, was Ka- 
Tib-Schak, then, the author of the murder of 
Edris, 84 was not Prince Zem-Alzaman con- 
cerned in cauſing him to be maſſacred ? © No 
madam, replied the wounded man in a low 
feeble voice,) the Prince had no ſhare in the 
death of that brave man; inſtead of committ- 
ing ſo baſe an action, be put to death with his 
own hand Karib - Schak who -tontrived- it, 
with twenty ſoldiers who were concerned in 
that execrable affair. I charged the valiant 
Edris, and pierced his body with a thouſand 
wounds; as ſoon as we had done the deed, 
we rejoined our maſter, and fought by his 
ſide till he breathed his laſt; all my compa- 
nions in this wretched buſineſs, enjoyed not 
long the hopes which they had conceived, but 
loſt their lives in that engagement, excepting 
only the man fram whoſe . hands I received 
theſe wounds. He and I became.from that 
moment inſeparable, and we came together to 
this city, where we intended to enter ourſelves 
mw the Sultan's troops ; but this morning, be- 
in with wine, he. charg ed me witk that 
Saen; Judg ging ie im} proper to let fuch 
a fellow live up ak I cut him imme- 
diately with dee acroſs. the ſtomach, with 
which blow T well hoped I had diſpatched 
the villain ; but before he died of the wound, he 
throft theſe two zoinards into my bofom, and 
Tent me to che tribunal of Heaven, there to 
* ke up 15 Zecoubts. Is it impoſſible. for You, 
madzm, to. pardon me that baſe and bl 
be , Which Thave. ever ſince regretted. And 
N can 'be polble for the moſt firicere repen- 
tance to 18d for fuch a crime, I Wear 10 you 
thay independant” of the condition I am _ it 
as 
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has ever lain heavy at my heart. ” Juſt as he 
had pronounced theſe words, he fell into 
convulſions, and being ſtruck with imme- 


diate death, expired. in the Frog of the ſur- 
geon. | 


6 
EVENING XXXVIII. 


The Hiſtory of Zem-Aizaman,- Prince 
e Kg ar, and of Zendebroud, 
Prin ceſs 3 Samarcand. 


(Continded 1 


G's. may gueſs better than I 1 deere gp 
v affliction of the Princeſs Zendehroud; 
that moment ſhe went to the palace, and re- 
turning back to her apartment, 8 (recall- 
ing to her mind, the prediction of Lilie Calep- 
der, and the ſmall. regard the, had to his, ex- 
cellent council, ): ſhe 77 7 way. to the moſt pierc- 
ing grief, and paſt t night, i in a manner, or- 
rowful beyond e She was not able 
to comprehend how it was d Zem-Alza- 
man had no hand in ms R ligation 31 ſhe. 5 

embered, without underſtanding i what t 
Puget had ſaid. at the time ft 4 1 combi, an 
ſhe Peet that Edris Finite 8 
the Prince of Kaſgar, aß the een. ae 155 
death the very inſtant that he expired. In the 
morning g, the Princels, having, ſh ſent to defire that 

Sultan would. come and ſpeak to her, 


Fray- 
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Fraydoun entered her apartment perfectly com- 
poſed, and with an air of cheerfulneſs, for the 
ſurgeons had aſſured him, that the Prince was 
out of danger of his wound, and that the night 
having paſſed without any ill ſymptoms, they 
believed he would quickly recover, My lord, 
cried Zendehroud, you ſeg before you a Prin- 
ceſs in the utmoſt confuſion. - 18412 
* Yeſterday I detected the true inſtrument of 
the death of Edris; the very moment before 
he expired, he confeſſed his being ' hired by 
Prince Karib-Schak, to perpetrate that act, and 
that Zem-Alzaman was innocent altogether, but 
that Heaven had made uſe of his arm to chaſ- 
tiſe the monſter who ſnatched Edris ſrom me. 
The venerable Fraydoun was perfectly over- 
joyed at hearing the Princeſs do juſtice to Zem- 
Alzaman. Madam, ſaid he, I am charmed 
to find that you have ſo far diſcovered this 
affair, as to be in ſome meaſure reconciled to 
my ſon: Happy if after this diſaſter, he can 
perſuade you to mount the-throne which I will 
voluntary reſign, if you conſent to divide it 
with him.” * Ah! my lord, cried Zendeh- 
roud, letting fall a ſhower of tears, ſpeak not 
of any ſuch engagement, I have loft the only 
man that could have determined me to any 
ſuch thing; and I ſwear to you, thatif I were 
capable of changing my ſentiments, it ſhould 
be in favour of the Prince of Kaſgar, of 
whom I would beſeech a pardon for my error, 
if 1 thought he were able to bear the ſight of 
me.” Madam replied the Sultan, his wound 
Was ſo very well yeſterday, that they afſured 
me he was out of danger; and I am certain, 
that the Princeſs of Samarcand would be the 
beſt remedy, and procure him a quick return 
of health.“ If it be ſo, my lord, replied 
Zendehroud, I wiſh with the ſamie impatience, 


that I once did his death, to do him that. juſtice 
| | which 
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which his merit demands; on this ſhe preſent- 
ed her hand to Fraydoun, who led her imme- 
diately to the apartment of Zem-Alzaman, to 
whom the Sultan had ſent beforehand. to pre- 
pare for the Princeſs's viſit. Conſidering the 
condition he was in, and fearing to be known 
by the Princeſs, he gave me orders to make the 
chamber as dark as poſſible. 1 
The Princeſs, being come to the foot of the 
Prince's bed, ſat down on a cuſhion: © My 
lord, ſaid ſhe, I come to beg you would ex- 
cuſe what paſſion had prompted me to do, 
beth in the combat wherein I engaged with 
you, and in this laſt ation, which has reduced 
you into that ſtate, in which you now are. 
Deceived by ſtrong appearances, I believed you 
the murderer of a man whom [I paſſionately 
loved; of a hero whoſe, memory- muſt be al- 
ways dear. to me; in fine, of Edris who in 
the very moment of his death, gave me to 
_ underſtand, that you had cauſed his aſſaſſina- 
tion.” The Princeſs was not able to proceed, 
till ſhe Jet fall a torrent of tears; while the 
13 grief which the Prince had felt when 
e found that the violent hatred which Zen- 
dehroud had ſhewn for him, as the ſon of the 
King of Kaſgar, aroſe from her paſſion for 
% What, madam, (ſaid he to the Princeſs in 
a low voice, and a counterfeit tone,) did you 
hate Zem-Alzaman for nothing but the ſuppoſ- 
ed murder of Edris? Was it to revenge that, 
vou engaged in the combat with ſuch animo- 
 fity-? And was it to puniſh the treaſon of 
an infamous Prince, imputed to him that you 
would have taken away his life? Oh! Prin- 
ceſs, inſtead of making me condemn that 
fury, you oblige me to approve it; Edris it 
CCC 
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ſeems by your tears was dear to you, and 
his memory is ſtill precious; I will therefore 
ſhew you how large'a ſhare I take in your 
grief.“ He then gave me orders to open the 
windows over againſt that part of the room, 
and to draw back the curtain of his bed; the 
light no ſooner entered, than Zendehroud turn- 
ing her eyes full on Zem-Alraman, cried out 
with a tranſport of joy not to be . O1 
juſt TI this i is Edris himſelf. 
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EVENING XXXIX. 


The Hiſtory of Zem- Alzaman, Raus 
of Kaſgar, and of Zendebroud, Prin- 
ceſs of Samarcand. 


2 


py Continued. ) 
RAYDOUN who had heard, with At 


| . tention, the converſation 8 the 
Prince and the Princeſs, was in the higheſt 
ſurpriſe, eſpecially when he perceived her fall 
in a ſwoon, as ſhe ſpoke theſe laſt words, He 
ordered his people to run to her aſſiſtance, and 
gazing with aſtoniſhment on his ſon, he intreated 
him to unravel this myſtery, while proper 
means were uſed to. bring the Princeſs to her- 
ſelf, 1 Zem-Alzaman kiſſed her hand with ex- 
treme Paſſion ; and as ſhe opened her eyes, 
= Yes (faid he) fair Zendehroud, Edris and 
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the Prince of Kafgar e One, and the ſame 
perſon: Curioſity only led me into your domi- 
nions, that I might be convinced, whether 
your charms were fo great as they were report- 
ed under the name of the Queen. I muſt 
now tell you, that fixing upen a young man 
in my father's guards, Who was fo fir like me, 
as. to be able to carry on the fraud ;, I proper- 
ly inſtructed him to perſonate Edris, but un- 
luckily he was aſſaſſinated in the wood. How- 
ever, Madam, theſe things are paſt, and if 
Edris once promiſed you the crown of Kaſ- 
gar, you fee it is now in his power to be as 
good as his word ; accept the propofals which 
the Sultan enables me to make, and render 
me as happy, as a moment ago I believed my-. 
ſelf miſerable . 4 | 4 

The Princeſs was ſo much aſtoniſhed, at ſee- 
ing her dear Edris alive and reſtored to her, 
and ſeeing me by his fide, . ſhe could ſcarce be- 
lieve her own eyes. © And is it fo ſaid ſhe, 
| (ſhedding abundance of tears) is it poſfible 
that Edris ſpeaks to me ? that Edvis whom I ſaw 
expire in my arms, and whom I Have ſo long 
lamented as dead, and that I ſhould find him 
the ſame with the Prince of Kaſgar; certainly 
this muſt be the. ill effects of ſome illuſion, 
bat if it be really ſo, if you, my dear Prince, 
are that brave unknown, live for the ſake of 
- Zendehroud, for it is in vain to diſſemble, 
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the heart of the Prince of Kaſgar. “ Divine 
Z.endehroud, cried he, there is not under 
Heaven ſo happy a man as I am at this in- 
ſtant, when you give Zem-Alzaman leave to 
take your hand.”. It is that of Edris, replied 
ſhe tenderly, that I receive, and inaſmuch. as 
the Queen my mother. has approved our union, 
I make no difficulty to aſſure you of my regard 
for you; but as, in your condition, repoſe is 
abſolutely neceſſary to your recovery, and that 
it is incumbent. on me, to, acquaint the Queen 


my mother with an event ſo remarkable in 


its nature. Iwill inſtantly write her a letter 
to let her know that Edris is alive, that he 


ſtill adores me, and that Edris and the Prince 


of Kaſgar are both one, and the fame per- 
on.“ f 


Hereupon the Princeſs roſe up, in order to 


go to her own apartment, notwithſtanding Zem- 
Alzaman made ſome efforts to detain her a 
little longer; but Fraydoun, knowing how 
much the Prince's. health was concerned, pre- 
vailed with him to let her go, on a promiſe 
however, that ſhe would paſs as many mo- 
ments by his bed-ſide, as the condition of his 
health would permit ; at the ſame time he charg- 
ed me to convey with ſafety that letter to the 


Queen, which the. Princeſs was going to write. 


Ass ſoon as the Princeſs had put the packet 
into my hands, I took the road of Samarcand, 


where I found all the court. in the utmoſt 


conſternation ; the Queen, overcome with grief 
at her hearing no news from the Princeſs, was 
fallen into a dangerous illneſs, and the thoughts 


of her approaching death filled all her ſubjefts 

with ,apprehenfions, and made the ſtreets echo 
with, complaints. I paſſed to the Palace, where 
being well known, and declaring I had brought 
iel. | = letters 
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letters from the Princeſs, I wat eaſily admit- 
ted into the Queen's apartment, where 1 
*preſented to her the letter which gave her 
an account of the ſtrange things that had 
paſſed at the court of Kaſgar ; the relating this 
news made her eyes ſparkle with joy, which 
"communicated the ſame tranſport to all the 
court. The Queen herſelf, being too weak to 
riſe, wrote in her bed an anſwer to the Prin- 
ceſs, conceived in the moſt tender terms; in 
the ſame letter ſhe alſo authorized her to 
marry the Prince Zem-Alzaman without fur- 
ther delay. You may be ſure' I loſt no time 
in returning to Kaſgar, and you need not 
doubt my arrival then gave the Prince the 
Higheſt ſatisfaction. But Zendehroud no ſooner 
heard of the dangerous condition, that the 
Sultana her mother was in, but ſhe was ſo 
much alarmed thereat, that ſhe determined 
immediately to ſet out, in order to pay thoſe 
ſervices to a parent, which the law of nature 
requires. Zem-Alzaman no fooner underſtood 
her reſolutton, and that ſhe was coming to 
his apartment, but he cauſed himſelf to be 
taken up, and as ſoon as ſhe entered, c11ed ; 
« Am I going to Joſe you, amiable Princeſs, 
as ſoon as you gave me a right to your heart.” 

| „My Lord, replied Zendehroud, nature claims 
its rights, the malady the 1 my mother la- 
hours under, was oceaſioned by my flight, which 
Tenders it an indiſpenſible duty that I go and 
attend her at Samarcand ; yet 1 acknowledge 
J leave you with regret, nor will I leave you 
till I am become: your wife. ,Al-Alma; not on- 
Jy permits me to be ſo, but commands it, and 

J know nothing in Which I have ever ſo wil- 
Aingly obeyed her. Cauſe then the neceſſary 
'preparations to be made — © 
2 +I within 
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within an hour I will give you my hand; but 
the moment after I ſhall ſet out for Samarcand, 
from whence I will return as ſoon as my mo- 
ther's health will permit)“ 


However afflicted Zem-Alzaman was at the 


departure of the Princeſs, he cauſed her com- 
mand to be executed immediately, and diſpatch- 
ed couriers with al] poſſible ſpeed throughout 
his dominions, to direct the furniſhing her with 
all proper neceſſaries on her journey, and for 
receiving her with the honours due to her new 
quality, 


They were married in the apartment of the 


Prince, and immediately after, taking a tender 
leave of her ſpouſe, ſhe ſet out, attended only 
with twelve Cavaliers, of which number I was 
one: We arrived without any accident on the 
road, and I found Al-Alma not quite reco- 
vered, but the fight of the Princeſs quite ef- 
feed it; in about three weeks, ſhe began to 
think of her return to Samarcand, but deſiring 


tending to gratify alſo the deſires of her huſband, 
ſhe demanded a guard from the Queen, who 
accordingly aſſigned her three hundred men, 
and ordered one of her Vizirs to eſcort her; 
at their parting, the mother and daughter em- 


braced tenderly, nor could either of them avoid 


ſhedding a flood of tears. 

How delirous; ſoever the Princeſs was of 
reaching Zem-Alzaman's court, yet according to 
the directions of the Queen, we made but 
ſmall journies ; + ſcarce were we got eight 
leagues without the territories of Turqueſtan, 
when encamping one night in the midſt of a 
large plain, we were ſuddenly ſurrounded by 
a body of eight hundred Arabs, commanded 
by one Agem, a man terrible in his Pro 

| an 
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to do it with all the decency poſſible, and in- 
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and Who, from a low condition, had by his 
bravery, or rather ferocity, raiſed himſelf to 
this poſt, wherein he was formidable to all 
the neighbouring Princes, into whoſe domi- 
nions he was continually making inroads, at. 
the head of his troops, who were almoſt as 
brave as Agem himſelf, and were conſequently 
capable of effecting any thing under ſuch a 
Commander. | | | 
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